Pāteke Return to Taranaki
A multi-year community-led species restoration project
Pāteke (brown teal), an endemic New Zealand waterfowl species, was
once abundant and widespread. Over the past 200 years impacts of
introduced predators led to their near extinction, with only two wild populations surviving in Northland and Great barrier Island. Just 700 birds
were estimated to be left in the wild by the year 2000.
Recovery efforts over the past 2 decades, led by the Department of
Conservation and Pāteke Recovery Group, have re-established some
self-sustaining populations. Significant predator control and volunteerled captive breeding efforts have been key factors in successful recovery projects nationwide.
There are currently between 2000 – 2500 pāteke living in the wild, making it New Zealand’s rarest waterfowl species on the mainland.

Pāteke were absent from Taranaki for perhaps 100 years
- before Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust brought them
back in 2019 and again in 2021
The Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust is proud to be restoring vulnerable
species in our region. This inclusive community-led project has reestablished kiwi within the sanctuary in partnership with the Taranaki
Kiwi Trust, and has also returned toutouwai (North Island robin), popokatea (whitehead), and most recently titiponamu (rifleman). Tieke
(North Island saddleback) and hihi (stitch-bird) have both been returned
to Taranaki following long regional extinctions and are both thriving at
Rotokare.
This latest effort presented new challenges, and exciting opportunity for
landscape-scale biodiversity restoration. These birds will disperse into
the surrounding landscape — we are proud to be returning rare wildlife
to our community.
Special thanks to Air New Zealand for sponsoring the travel expenses for
the pāteke recovery programme, and to the many private breeders who’s
voluntary efforts make this restoration project possible.
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We need your help
Securing the future of this rare endemic duck species in Taranaki will be a community-wide
achievement. By knowing how to identify these rare endemic ducks, and knowing what their habits are, you can play a part in securing the future for pāteke in Taranaki. Huge community effort
has helped to change the game for kiwi in Taranaki, so to put this project into perspective...

There are more kiwi in Taranaki than pāteke on the planet

Game-bird shooters
Please learn to identify these special native ducks - see images
and description on page 4. Check-out www.fishandgame.org.nz
for information on protected species.
If you do see any pāteke, let us know - you will be helping us with
the important task of monitoring!

Farmers & Landowners
If you see these special native ducks on your property please let
us know. We are keen to help make it safer for pāteke to spend
time on your property by giving you traps for around your farm
ponds. It is a very special opportunity to have rare wildlife in our
environment.

Volunteers for trapping
Can you can help for 3-4 hours once every month or two?
We could benefit from your skills and experience in the rural landscape. Feral cats and mustelids (ferrets, stoats, weasels) are key
predators of pāteke. Your help can make a huge difference!
Training and reasonable fitness are required.

Dogs
Pāteke are more active in the evening and at night, meaning they
are often laying-low during the day.
We ask that dog-owners keep pāteke in mind when near scrubby
habitat around ponds and gullies.

Donations make a huge difference
The Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust is a registered charity, and is an ambitious community-led
project. Our values are strongly focused on a grass-roots community approach to achieving biodiversity restoration for Taranaki and for the benefit of our future generations.
Your support is hugely appreciated:

06 764 8500

/

contact@rotokare.org.nz

Eltham

Rotokare

Lake
Rotorangi

Do you have farm ponds in this area?
We are already working with over 15 landowners surrounding Rotokare, with an extensive trapping network in place, but we know there’s more we can do.

Pāteke love farm ponds - sooner or later they will probably check-out your place. Contact us if
you’re keen, we can bring a few traps over to place by your ponds. With your help, we can reduce predator numbers in the neighbourhood and help protect these really cool ducks.

Report any sightings - Do you have keen eyes?
The pāteke arrive with a bit of added jewellery - below on the left is a transmitter aerial showing.
On the right is a leg-band. If you see a pāteke, please try and see if it has an aerial or leg-band. If
it doesn’t it may be from the 2019 translocated birds or might be one of first Taranaki hatched
pāteke in 100 years or more… Let us know what you see - thanks!
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Get to know pāteke
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Information courtesy of www.brownteal.com

Identification
Male and female are darkish brown, but they are both different in plumage
and size. Both sexes have a conspicuous white eye ring, dark-grey bill,
legs and feet, and dark brown eye. Their wings appear short, their upper
and lower surfaces brown, with green at the base of the wings.

Male Pāteke
Length: 48 cm, Weight: 650 – 900 grams
Males in breeding plumage have an indistinct green iridescence on the
head, occasionally a narrow white neck ring, dark chestnut breast, and
conspicuously barred light and dark brown flank feathers with a whitish
patch at the tail base.
Voice: male calls are soft, usually described as trills or piping, given in
alarm and in territorial defense.

Above: male in breeding plumage. below:
female.
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Below: Juveniles.

Female Pāteke
Length: 45 cm, Weight: 550 – 800 grams
Females and juveniles are a uniformly dull but dark mottled brown.
Voice: The female has a rasping growl and a high-pitched, rapid quack.

Breeding & Ecology
Pāteke are monogamous and generally fiercely territorial. Most nesting
occurs in late winter (July-September). Typically nests are buried in dry
locations deep within bases of rush, grass or fern clumps. Large pale
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fawn eggs are generally laid daily. The average clutch is 4 to 6 eggs, the
incubation period extends for about 27 – 30 days. Both parents guard the
ducklings during the 50-55 days to fledging, after which they are evicted
from the territory; the brood is usually raised within the territory.

A character flaw of the fatal kind: When a pāteke
senses danger, instead of flying for its life it will freeze,
hoping perhaps that remaining still makes it invisible.
While this response is effective against avian predators, like many endemic New Zealand species pāteke are extremely vulnerable to introduced predators such as stoats
Breeding season:

Incubation behaviour:

Wild – July to October

female only

Nest type:

Age at first breeding (min):

generally ground-level hollow, but may

6 months

nest in trees upto 4m above ground level.

Maximum longevity:

Nest description:

21 years (captivity)

Intertwined sedge or grass leaves with

wild – unknown

down-line surface, often wedged deep into
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Further pāteke
information:
brownteal.com
nzgeo.com/stories/sitting-ducks/
nzbirdsonline.org.nz/species/brownteal
doc.govt.nz/nature/native-animals/
birds/birds-a-z/brown-teal-pateke/
fishandgame.org.nz
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