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A few words from the club president….. 

Hi everyone, 
 
My topic for this month is the proposed 19 million for pest control in the 
Kaimais. Firstly iI think it is a good idea to remove the predators from the 
Kaimais but only if it is done by ground based poison and trapping not arial 
1080 drops . 
 
The Kaimais are the water supply for Matamata and Katikati as well as 
many households and farms and I am sure all those people don't want 1080 
in their water supply.  The Kaimais have got a lot of access all around them 
so ground baiting is a very practical way to remove all rats, stoats, possums 
and even goats . 
 

As far as the deer are concerned, they are not a pest, Eugenie Sage has 
said that in some areas are badly affected high browsing pressure from red 
deer, this browsing and predation pressure has created a crisis for the 
forest.  Browsing has destroyed the understory of shrubs and seedlings and 
the forests natural ability to  regenerate itself. 
 

I am not sure where they are meaning because i have been going into the 
Kaimais for over 35 years and I have not seen the bush thinning at all, in 
fact it has got thicker and when I was up there on Saturday I looked for 
seedlings and there were lots of them.  
 
The other point I want to bring up is that they say New Zealand bush 
shouldnt be browsed but the deer only take the place of the moa, they eat 
the same vegetation and are the same height as the moa so that means that 
the bush should have browsers, so I don't know why they spend so much 
money culling them.   
 
Deer are a valued resource for lots of people. If the numbers get high in a 
area put in on Facebook and let hunters know and we will go and target that 
area to bring numbers down. I am sure that DOC and the greens would be 
happy with that. 
 

Lets hope they use their brains when it comes to doing the project for the 
sake of the Kaimais. 
 
……… till next month, Steve  
 
 
 

 



 

  

A little something from Warren……      
               
During lockdown I went for a walk around the wet 
lands at Howarth Reserve Te Aroha to see if I could get 
some pictures of the white herons. 
 
The sole breeding colony is at Okarito on the West 
Coast of the South Island and the Herons usually 
spend the winter months in sheltered inlets of the 
North Island then head back south in september to 
breed. 
 
I was lucky to see three plus some Royal Spoonbills 
and some healthy looking ducks. 
 
To date the new set up on my 222 Remington has 
shown encouraging results. 
 
I have also purchased an A24 predator trap from 
Hunting and Fishing and so far caught a mouse. 
 

                                     

 

 

A few photos from Paul 

Skifffington 



 

 

  

Trophy Winners 
Appologies to Max Skifffington for missing you from 

the list of tropy winners….   

.22 100 Metre Champ   Max Skifffington 

On the topic of trophies please remember to bring 

your tropies back with you to the next meeting so 

we can display them in the hall. 

 

 

Merv’s corner….. 
 

A reminder that subs are due.  $40 for family sub 
and $30 for single sub.  Please pay on line if you 
can. (see down further for sub reminder and bank 
details). 
 
Sadly there will be no kids day at Ngongotaha 
Hatchery this year.  They have cancelled all visits 
this year ecause of floods earlier on and Covid 19 
restrictions. 
 
Don’t forget Dighton Trophy month.  It will be 
great to see lots of memers trying to catch the 
heaviest trout for the month of October. 
 
I recently got two white boards for our club to 
make it easier at our shoots.  I will have them at 
our next meeting. 
 
Got an email from Steven showing Amber with 
some of the trout she caught at Rotorua.  She 
caught seven with the heaviest weighing at 1.73 
kgs.  Great effort Amber. 
 
See you all at our next meeting….   Merv 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fish Weigh In’s  
Please email your fish weights,  
type of fish, when and where caught to 
dotandmerv@gmail.com  & if you have a photo 
then please attach it to the email. 
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Teresa’s recent adventure… 
 
Sorry everyone but my ‘story’ really has nothing to do with hunting or fishing, so feel free to read 
on or just skip it.   
 
The first week of September while Brendan was on a school camp I was away in Taupo. The 
weather was lovely, a little cold now and then, but mostly lovely. 
 
I won’t bore you with a list of everything I did and saw but just a few  
things from my trip.  One place that may be of interest to anyone who  
finds themselves staying in or going through Taupo is the Lava Glass  
Gallery, Café and Gardens – expensive pieces in there and certainly  
not something you would want to have in a home with kids or animals,  
but they were spectacular pieces!   
 
The café has the most delicious food and lovely coffee, and at very  
reasonable prices, so delicious and lovely in fact that not only did I 
have lunch their when I got to Taupo, I also had a rather late lunch  
there when I left Taupo.  The garden area which you can walk through                                                                                                                                
is small but it was just lovely and certainly worth the 
visit and the $10 to go through the gardens.  They  
even had a glass fish trap in the centre of a little  
lake and a lovely glass bowl waterfall. 
 
It seems to me that having a ‘car’ incident is quite  
common on my little holidays and this one was no  
different as I woke up on Thursday and got myself  
ready for the day only to discover I had a flat tyre.  
No problem though, the lovely man where I was  
staying offered to help me change it, I thought why  
not, I only get one free call out for roadside 
assistance each year so take the offer and save the callout just in case I need it another time.  
Half an hour later and we could not get the wheel off.    
 
I ended up having to phone Roadside assistance figuring they are trained to do this sort of thing 
and went and made a coffee figuring it would be a good 30/40 minutes till they turned up.  Luckily 
the wait wasn’t that long and I didn’t even get to finish my coffee, however getting the wheel off 
took the guy just over an hour, a good half a can of CRC and an awful lot of kicking the wiggling 
the wheel.  It just did not want to come off.  Once off it looked like it had developed a bit of rust 
which explained why it was so hard, the Roadside guy said he would give it a bit of a sand but 
they didn’t have any sandpaper in van and I thought it was quite funny as I couldn’t help but think 
of all the sandpaper sitting in our work vehicles back here, maybe I should add a sheet of 
sandpaper to my ‘emergency’ box in my boot.  Off to Bridgestone to get my puncture fixed and 
nitrogen put into the flat tyre and get it refitted so I could get back to my plans… thankfully the 
puncture was repairable!   
 
Taupo’s museum is rather small and I had never been before but while I was there I thought of 
you all as I took the time to look at the fishing hook display, the three mounted fish and the various 
fishing rods – sorry the photos are not the greatest, there were no signs saying I couldn’t take  
 

 

    

 

      



   

but I wasn’t sure, and the glass 
didn’t help for reflection 
either sorry.  
 
As for Taupo’s botanical garden 
I have now been and seen but  
don’t feel the need to do them  
again, there are many other  
much better ones! 
 
No little holiday is complete with 
out a game of mini golf, even if I was playing by myself. Taupo’s mini golf is one of the better ones 
I have come across and believe me when I say I have played many, the best I have come across 
so far would be Putt Putt on the Gold Coast. Taupo’s mini golf is  
however very close to being my top choice for NZ mini golfs I’ve  
played and the grounds are extremely well maintained as are all of the 
18 holes.  Guess who won the game?  Me  
 
I would recommend Craters of the Moon if you want to experience  
some geothermal activity without an unnecessarily big walk, and it  
wasn’t overly busy either which made for a nice peaceful couple of  
hours. 
 
                                    I have to add that if you find yourself at the  
                                    Honey Centre in Taupo be sure to visit the  
                                    bathrooms… So lovely and bright and colourful! 
 
                                   
                                    If you do the Huka Falls walk then I would recommend taking the track to 
                                    the right as you cross the Huka Falls bridge, as going that way back  
                                    towards Taupo you will come across some nice little areas beside the river, 
I                                   including one with a clearing and big rocks you can sit on and soak your s                                          
                      ore tired feet in the rather cold water.  I learnt that you won’t see any eels up that 
side of the Falls however as the falls are too strong for the eels to swim up, understandably, but it 
hadn’t occurred to me until I read it on an information sign. 
 
That’s probably enough  
about my little holiday. 
 
Hope you enjoyed the 
read….. Teresa 
  
 

 

    

        

 

  

 

  

          



 

 

 

  

Dot’s Recipe of the Month ! 

Date & Orange Muffins 

  

5 oz melted and cooled butter 
2 med oranges whole washed, clean 
3 extra for juice or purchase natural orang juice 
2 eggs 

2 cups chopped dates (each chopped into 3) (or chocolate chips) 

3 cups flour 

2 tsp baking powder 

2 tsp baking soda 

Salt 

1 cup sugar  

½ cup each of milk & orange juice 

 

Put the oranges whole (I cut into 1/4s as its easier on the kitchen whizz) into whizz and whizz till finely chopped. Add 

eggs and dates. 

In a separate bowl add all dry ingredients and stir altogether.  Stir in the orange, date and egg mixture with the milk 

and orange juice.  Lastly fold in melted butter. 

Place in large muffin papers inside muffin pans.  Bake at 220 degrees for 15 minutes or until golden brown. 

Can be frozen. 

 

 

ANNUAL SUBS  
REMINDER 

 
Just a reminder for those who have not yet 

paid - annual Subs are now due. 
 
$30 per person or $40 per family 
 
Payment by internet banking preferred 
if possible.  
 
Please use your surname and subs as 
reference. 
 
ANZ  
Morrinsville 
100049 010367 0001560 00  
 

Newsletter Contributions 

Do you have something you want to add to our newsletter?  A 
story, funny picture, photos, a quote… or just some thoughts 
to share? 

Please email them to me and we can make our newsletter 

about all our members and something to read and enjoy. 

 

Thanks,  

Teresa                                    

mailto:bcranfield@xtra.co.nz


  

 
A GREAT weekend….. 
 

Friday afternoon came around and my wife asked me what I had planned for the weekend. “Not sure” was 
my reply.  Amber, my youngest daughter, piped up “when are you taking me trout fishing?”. I told her 
Sunday morning and I thought to myself I should go for a walk up the hill, as I hadn’t been up there lately. 
So the plans were made.  
 
The morning arrived and I was up early, parked in the car park and started treking up the hill.  I made it up 
to the top in good time. The hunt started with me walking along my normal path. I hadn’t gone too far 
when I reached an open area, and took a bit of time to look around. I had been looking for a few minutes 
and I spotted something over the other side, I thought to myself ‘that looks different’ so I took a close look 
through the scope. Still not sure though so I wound up the scope to max power. Ah, now I can see… it’s the 
back end of a deer.  
 
I moved forward a bit to close the gap, but as I took my last step, I stood on a stick. Crack! The deer lifted 
it’s head and looked my way, but it didn’t move. My finger squeezed the trigger. Boom! Deer down! And 
it’s only 8:30 in the morning! I was back home by 10:30am with a pack full of meat. Great day indeed. 
                                                                                                         
Sunday, we woke at 3.30 am and headed to Rotorua, getting there at 5.05 am.  Nobody else was at the 
river, “great we got the best spot Amber” I said.  Amber started casting with her fly rod and within 5 
minutes we hooked up the first tout. We landed it quickly, the first trout on the bank. 
 
Another person showed up and it wasn’t too long before Amber  
had another trout on her line. This one put up a better fight but 
she still managed to land it. 2 fish on the bank.  A few more  
people arrived and soon they were also managing to hook fish.  
 
Amber ended up catching 7 trout in total. She let 1 go as it was  
a bit small and she kindly gave 1 away to an old man who hadn’t  
caught any fish at that stage. Amber had the best day trout  
fishing ever, she did a great job fighting fish as they struggled to 
get free of her line.  
 
It was a great morning everyone there fishing were working well together netting each others fish and 
giving Amber encouragement when playing a fish and now she  
is asking when we going again.  
 
…. By Steve Robb. 
 

         



 

 

 

 

 

For a little bit of fun, try out this wordfind 

full of different species of fish species. 

Next meeting 
Wednesday 7 October 

 @ 7.00 pm.  

 

Date setting for our meetings and 
the shoots will be done at this 

meeting then we will have a guest 
speaker at the November meeting. 

 

Don’t forget to bring  
a plate to share and bring your 
tropies back to display at the 

hall. 

Raffle Winners 

   

 

 

Don’t forget your change so you can be in to 

win one of the three prizes 

at next months meeting.   

 

Watch this 

space for next 

months winners 

 

Murrays Fishing Report 
 

August and September were very hard months fishing.  I have 

continued my weekly effort at salt water fishing.  The last two 

weeks effort have seen most fish sizes of pan sized snapper and 

the odd big one.  The odd big one I refer to being weighed in at 

14.8 pound caught by Don Chapman in spot X in the shallow 

waters of the Firth of Thames.   

Saturday the 19th September Trev and I went fishing in river 

Rerewhakaaitu, 18 

trout caught, 1 smaller  

trout and 1 thiner  

conditioned trout 

released, brining home 

16 trout in total.  Fish  

weights between 2 – 4  

pounds.  October 

coming up being the  

best trout month so 

watch this space! 

  


