
Lake Argyle: a great family  
fishing experience 
 
Lake Argyle is popular fishing location for both shore and 
boat anglers. It is a small man made hydro storage reservoir 
about 220m wide, 1300m long and 3.5m deep. 
 
Access is excellent with a gravel road following most of the 
shoreline. Camping and boat launching facilities are 
available at the south eastern end of the pond. It is a 
well-stocked fishery with brown trout around 1kg and rainbow 
trout averaging 1kg, but up to 6kg. 

 
All fishing methods work well but can be depend upon wind 
and water conditions. It is possible to also use bait in the 
lake and lower hydro canal. We advise you check water flows 
of the Branch River first, as rain in the hills can make the 
water dirty: http://hydro.marlborough.govt.nz/environmental 
 
SPIN FISHING 
Spinning is a popular and productive method. 
The trout will take any type of spinner, 
with a black and gold toby or pink enticer 
being a good first choice. Using a slow 
retrieve with the lure close to the bottom 
works best. Soft plastics are also well 
worth a go. 
 
 

 
FLY FISHING 
If the fish are rising try a size 12 to 16 
dry fly such as a Humpy, Irresistible or 
Royal Wulff. If the trout are not rising try 
a size 14 – 18 nymph such as a Pheasant 
Tail, Hares Ear, Snail or Water Boatman. 
Larger wet fly lures such as a Mrs Simpson, 
Woolly Bugger (black or olive) or Hamill’s 
Killer also work well. 

 
 
 
Trout can be seen and caught anywhere 
in or around the edge of the pond. On a 
calm day the southern, inlet end can be 
a good place to fish. Here there is a 
shallow shelf where good numbers of 
cruising trout can be spotted. A 
particularly productive technique here 
can be to allow a nymph or lure to sink 
to the bottom and then give it a twitch 
when a trout cruises close. 
 
 
The Irwin lads with a 10 pounder each, 
caught on spinning gear 
 

 
 
RESTOCKING 
Fish & Game carry out regular restocking of Lake Argyle and 
the lower canal.  Some of the fish released are 10 pounds 
plus!  There are also wild fish in the system, both brown 
and rainbow trout. 
 
We also run ‘lucky tag’ competitions in summer, where 
anglers, if they catch a winning tag number, are in for some 
great prizes! 

 
 
 
 

http://hydro.marlborough.govt.nz/environmental


 
A fantastic family fishing experience. 
 
 
 
NEAR-BY FISHING OPTIONS 
During 1 October to 30 April, it is possible to fish the 
Branch and Leatham Rivers which feed water in to the lake.  
This can provide some great wilderness fishing.  The Wairau 
River runs past very close to the lake and is open all year 
round below the Wash Bridge.  
 
 
EATING YOUR FISH 
The rainbow trout in Lake Argyle 
are fantastic eating, and we 
highly recommend you take one home 
for tea, either to be smoked, 
baked, or filleted.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
From Nelson: head 
towards Lake Rotoiti, 
then turn left at 
Tophouse Junction.  
Lake Argyle is approx. 
20 mins from here. 
 
 
From Blenheim: drive 
through Renwick towards 
Lake Rotoiti on SH63.  
The lake is 
approximately 50 mins 
drive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MORE INFORMATION: 
For more information call Fish 
& Game 03 544 6382 or find us 
on Facebook 


