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Southland FiSh and Game CounCil 2018 ElEction

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, i have potential 
conflicts of interest with Fish and Game nZ at the date of 
my nomination as: 
• in the interest of clarity, i’m self-employed in the role as a 

contractor i’m not in any position to influence the parties 
with the type of work which i’m contracted for, but this 
could be seen as a “potential interest” 

 i’m comfortable to declare this as i do not feel it has any 
bearing on being elected to the Southland Fish and Game 
Council or continuing to be an effective councillor.

 as a self-employed boat contractor, i occasionally have 
temporary contracts with Government departments and 
agencies. as a boat / environmental field work contractor 
i have contracts with Environment Southland.

 when matters arising with any potential conflict i will 
declare my interest.

owen Chris
Southland

Southland born and raised, hunting and fishing with my family 
has always been an important part of my life. From a young age, 
i learnt skills from my father in the waituna Lagoon and later 
passed this passion on to my own family. Like many Southlanders, 
hunting and fishing is part of who we are.
as a self-employed boat/enviro fieldwork contractor working in 
Southland rivers and lakes, coupled with my passion for hunting 
and fishing, it has proven to be an obvious choice to put my name 
forward as i want to give something back to the region i am proud 
to call home.
Elected to the Southland Fish and Game Council in 2015 – 2018 
term, co-opted two years earlier. i have served in the position as 
Southland delegate on the nZ F&G Council from april this year, 
this is a position i am passionate about continuing.
There are still areas in which the Southland Council needs to 
continue working on and create a better understanding and 
communication with licence holders. 
The Southland Council needs to ensure along with the licence 
holders’ feedback, that appropriate data is collected to make 
robust decisions for a consistent direction forward towards 
management. 
Overseas visitors to the region are likely to continue to increase 
over time. This is having the potential to increase pressure further 
on our local fishery and will require very careful management as 
this has the potential to affect angling across the whole region. 
Communication – focusing on the future


