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Southland FiSh and Game CounCil 2018 ElEction

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, i have 
potential conflicts of interest with Fish and Game nZ 
at the date of my nomination as:
• i am currently an honorary ranger for Southland 

Fish and Game
• i work on a part time basis as a fishing guide for 

nokomai Station
• i am a member of the new Zealand Professional 

Fishing Guides association

hartStonge Michael
Southland

i’m a passionate duck hunter and fisherman. i’ve enjoyed 
three terms as a councillor and want to continue to 
represent those who also want to preserve and enhance 
the great hunting and fishing we have here in Southland. 
Last election i stood for research towards our declining 
mallard duck population to ensure that we’ve got a sport 
that’s sustainable so that future generations can enjoy 
the sport which has given me so much pleasure. There’s 
still work to be done however around season length and 
bag limits and i want to be there so that hunters views are 
heard.
i stood also for the protection of the upper Oreti from 
commercialisation by Queenstown businesses and was 
pleased, like so many, to win this in the Environment 
Court. The growing problem we face now is the influx of 
foreign anglers taking over our fisheries and spoiling the 
experience for kiwi anglers.
i want regulations introduced that ensure kiwi anglers 
aren’t disadvantaged by foreign anglers and overcrowding 
on our premier fisheries. i’m ruling out nothing at this 
stage as an option to do this. i also want to see a guides 
licence introduced so that guides, particularly foreign 
guides, can be managed and potentially capped if needed. 
Lastly i want to continue to work alongside farmers and 
Environment Southland in improving water quality in all 
of our waterways.
a vote for me will ensure you get a councillor who will 
fight for Southlanders to continue to be able to hunt and 
fish. 


