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HIGHton John
Dunedin/North Coast

I am an Otago fisher and duck hunter. I have recently 
retired and would like to have the opportunity to put in 
some time to support our sport in Otago. 
Like most of us I am concerned by the steady decline in 
the range and quality of the fishing available to us. we 
need to keep up the pressure to protect our waterways 
but I think we now need to go beyond this and explore 
opportunities to actively restore some of our once 
great rivers like the waipahi. I also include the Letih as 
a priority as it was once a place for our young anglers to 
learn their art. I am concerned about the recent decline 
in the wanaka fishery and we urgently need to find 
out more about this. I have been sad to see the virtual 
disappearance of salmon runs in the Clutha and waitaki 
though I have no immediate answers. I am concerned 
about the increased pressure on our rivers from the 
massive increase in the number of tourist anglers. I 
strongly support the move to introduce a licence for 
guides as a first step in bringing some measure of 
control. This will also provide data to assess the need for 
additional measures to protect the quality of the angling 
experience for Otago fishers. I am beginning to be a bit 
concerned about a possible decline in duck numbers 
which has been experienced in some areas. I think this 
needs to be watched closely in Otago.


