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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the 
date of my nomination and I do not believe that any 
conflicts of interest are likely to arise in the future.

Barker Mike
Lakes

I have held a fishing licence since moving to Dunedin 
in 1981 to take up an academic position in Zoology and 
Marine science at Otago university. I retired to wanaka 
in 2014 and now mainly fish in Central Otago, the rivers 
of southland and the Ohau and Tekapo canals and lakes. I 
am a member of the upper Clutha anglers Club.
I have a strong interest in the biology and ecology of 
marine and freshwater fish and invertebrates, and in 
the conservation of New Zealand’s natural resources for 
the enjoyment of New Zealand residents. I applaud the 
introduction of a non-resident fishing licence, although 
I would support an increase in the fee which has hardly 
increased since 2014. 
Personal local fishing experience suggests that fish stocks 
are decreasing, and I support recent changes to catch 
limits. However more needs to be done to conserve 
Central Otago lakes and rivers from threats presented by 
tourism and commercial activities, specifically: 
• wetland reclamation for grazing 
• Reduced river flows from irrigation (the increasing 

use of pivot irrigators prior to the 2021 phase-out of 
private water rights is of particular concern) and the 
effects of climate change reducing precipitation.

• Increasing nitrogen levels and sedimentation into 
rivers and lakes from farming and urban runoff, 
the removal of river bank vegetation, and poor 
management of new subdivisions e.g. Northlake

If elected I will advocate strongly for improvements in the 
management of our rivers and wetlands, and for better 
access to these resources for kiwi hunters and anglers. 


