
3

NorthlaNd Fish aNd Game CouNCil 2018 ElEction

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, i have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the 
date of my nomination and i do not believe that any 
conflicts of interest are likely to arise in the future.

Batelaan Kris
Whangarei

i am semi-retired, and married to Mary ann, with 3 adult 
children. i have been a councillor with Northland Fish & 
Game since 1997.
My main interest lies with the trout in our Northern 
rivers and lakes, which i have fished since 1965. in 
the Northland region, game licence sales outweigh 
fish licence sales by 9:1. This fact is reflected in the 
Council’s make-up, being dominated by shooters. hence 
it is important to have a trout fisherman on the team 
to ensure that the ‘fish’ in Fish & Game is properly 
represented!
Currently, the Kai iwi Lakes fishery is in danger of being 
extinguished, as trout have been identified as a threat to 
the dwarf inanga population by certain parties, despite 
the fact that both species have thrived together for 
the past 60 years. This wonderful fishery needs to be 
vigorously defended by Fish and Game.
Further, dairy pollution, water abstraction, drainage, 
and erosion remain a constant threat to our rivers 
and wetlands. We need to maintain pressure on local 
authorities to enforce their mandates to protect our 
environment and on those responsible for habitat 
degradation. ultimately, a stable, clean environment is a 
win-win for all.
On a national level, many wider issues and threats 
need to be addressed, e.g., public access to waterways, 
conservation order reversals, new dam proposals, didymo 
containment, marginal strips, habitat shrinkage, etc.
if re-elected, i will continue to represent you, the fishers 
and hunters, and endeavour to protect our great outdoor 
heritage!


