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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, i have 
potential conflicts of interest with Fish and Game NZ 
at the date of my nomination as:
• Chairman, Meat and wool section, North 

Canterbury Federated Farmers.

Maxwell daniel Newton

i’m a 40-year old, 3rd generation dryland sheep and beef 
farmer in the Ethelton Valley, near Cheviot, where i live 
with my wife and two children. we’re part of a Landcare 
group, we have a farm environment plan and we farm 
with good management practices.
i’m a very passionate fly fisherman and gamebird hunter.
i take my kids to the same parts of the Hurunui River, 
where i fished with my father and he fished with his 
father, and i hope they will also take their own children to 
these spots one day and have the same fishing successes 
we’ve experienced.
we rely on our local rivers not only for recreation but also 
stock water (through reticulation), and our drinking water, 
so maintaining superior water quality is very important 
to us.
i’m a strong believer in sustainability both 
environmentally and economically, and keeping it 
practical!
Our local farmers are doing some great stuff out there 
with intensive farms fencing off water ways, hill country 
farms preventing erosion, fishing access being granted, 
waterfowl breeding habitat being created and provided 
amongst other things. Farmers need to be recognised 
positively for the good work they’re already doing.
in a country that functions off the back of agriculture it’s 
vital that Fish & Game work alongside our agriculture 
sector to reach reasonable solutions that are feasible, 
practical and based on verified scientific data.
a position on the Fish & Game Council would enable 
me to represent the rural sector of North Canterbury 
positively. 


