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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, i have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the 
date of my nomination and i do not believe that any 
conflicts of interest are likely to arise in the future.

Sowry Ben
Wairau North

A native to the Nelson Marlborough region, i grew up 
on the rivers, wetlands and coastal environments in the 
area. during my childhood i took up flyfishing, and since 
then my passion for trout fishing has grown exponentially. 
during my teens, i started gamebird hunting, and have 
since become intensely involved in all aspects of the 
sport. The times when i don’t have a flyrod or shotgun at 
my disposal, i spend my spare time as a writer and artist, 
with this work centered on waterfowling and flyfishing.
Over the years i’ve been involved with various Fish and 
Game activities, such as willow control in Para Wetland, 
helping at the trout hatchery in Wairau valley, fish salvage 
operations, drift dive surveys, fish releases and freshwater 
pest advocate. i also serve the licence holders in our 
region with my role as an honorary ranger for Fish and 
Game.
during the game season, i hunt for around half the days 
of the entire three-month season in the region, with 
nearly all my shooting undertaken on public land. Over 
summer, three or four days a week will see me with either 
a flyrod or my salmon fishing tackle. The majority of my 
angling is done in our lowland rivers.
These two: public land shooting and lowland river angling, 
are the most fragile of the resources in our region, but 
also our most popular and valuable.
Of all people, i have a finger on the pulse of our regions 
fish and game resources. 


