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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, i have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the 
date of my nomination and i do not believe that any 
conflicts of interest are likely to arise in the future.

BurdASS Mark
Nelson

My passion for angling started at a young age. At around 
3 years old, i was introduced to angling by my dad. This 
led to a lifelong fascination with the aquatic environment 
as well as a career studying and teaching others the same 
subject. Professionally, i am a fish biologist, teaching 
Aquaculture and Aquatic Biology at NMiT in Nelson. 
since arriving in Nelson 8 years ago, i have fully embraced 
the shooting and angling opportunities that living in 
New Zealand provides. To my great pleasure, i have also 
been able to combine these hobbies closely with my 
work. in 2011 i became involved with the Fishing for 
youth Charitable Trust. The primary project behind this 
Trust gives kids the opportunity to experience the fun of 
angling, with an aim to inspire the anglers of the future. 
These were the same experiences that i had as a boy. 
We hope to not only create a passion about the hobby of 
fishing, but also to instil a drive to protect its future. 
i have also been involved with Fish and Game in respect 
to my salmon in schools project. This activity introduces 
school children to salmon, fish biology and aquatic 
environmental requirements through the rearing of 
salmon in classroom tanks, from eggs to small fish. 
if elected to the Fish and Game Council i would like to 
help advance the preserving and enhancement of salmon 
and trout angling we have here in the Top of the south.


