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Hawke’s Bay FisH and Game CounCil 2018 ElEction

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, i have 
potential conflicts of interest with Fish and Game NZ 
at the date of my nomination as:
• my potential conflict of interest is that i work 

irregularly as a fishing guide.

elStone Paul
Hastings

Hi all,
i am at best an average fisherman and duck hunter. i say 
hunter, because i don’t shoot many.
But my passion is that there will always be the 
opportunity to have a good day out, with a fair chance of 
the reward for no more than the cost of a licence.
The opportunities are getting less and less.
F & G focus should only be on licence holders and their 
interests.
This means focussing on habitat and water quality, 
without which our sport is stuffed. 
working with water user groups, getting in on the ground 
floor of projects to ensure no further debacles as the 
last dam plan. working with and supporting, not tearing 
down.
it is also sad to see, we enter another election with an 
“acting manager”. The very competent field staff have 
left. why? what has changed?
Nothing!
Perhaps it is not the staff, but the governance that directs 
them. That stayed the same and so did the problem. 
There is a lesson to be learnt here!
i do not want to see a future where my grandchildren go 
fishing and duck hunting on private preserves because we 
have let the rest of it go.
i do not want to see it, yet you don’t have to look far to 
see it could be the end result.
if i am at the table, i am only interested in licence holders 
and what is good for them. Commercial interests take a 
back seat.


