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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, i have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the 
date of my nomination and i do not believe that any 
conflicts of interest are likely to arise in the future.

ThOmas Geoff
Rotorua Lakes

Geoff grew up spending holidays fishing at Lake Tarawera. 
Then, in the 1970’s and 80’s he lived in Rotorua with his 
young family where he wrote articles for the daily Post, 
specialising in lake water quality and angling. he was 
elected president of the Rotorua anglers’ association 
and was inaugural president of the NZ Professional 
Fishing Guides’ association. Geoff operated the first fly 
fishing guiding business in the 1970’s, and since 1981 
has produced over 500 TV shows and 40 dVd’s. he has 
also written eight books including the montana-award-
winning fishing bible, The Complete NZ Fisherman. Geoff 
Thomas is founding editor of the magazine, NZ Fishing 
World, and was host of The Fishing Breakfast show which 
ran on Radio sport for 17 years. he is currently the weekly 
fishing columnist for the NZ herald, which he has done for 
20 years. in 1984 he represented New Zealand at the first 
iGFa World angling Conference in France, and also at the 
first Recreational angling Conference in australia a year 
later. 
While president of the anglers’ association  Geoff was 
instrumental, along with the Conservator of Wildlife, Pat 
Burstall, in setting up the fish-out days which he started 
to get young kids interested in fishing. They are still held 
each year at Fish & Game’s Ngongotaha hatchery and 
elsewhere.
Geoff has retired to Lake Tarawera where he is a keen 
trout fisherman and duck shooter, and would appreciate 
the opportunity to contribute through Fish & Game.


