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WE DON’T KNOW 
HOW LUCKY WE ARE
To highlight how good we’ve got it in New Zealand, a 
Wellington Fish & Game councilor recently returned from a 
fishing trip in Europe where, for a single day on the water 
in Italy, he was charged between €40-60 (NZD $70-105). 
Think that’s steep? Then how about these cost-
comparisons: In Slovenia a day’s fishing cost €75 (NZD 
$132), and for a day fishing prime water in Austria the 
privilege comes at a whopping €250 (NZD $438) per day!
Was the fishing any good? “Not a patch on what we 
have here,” is his response. We know that fuel hikes and 
inflation are biting into everyone’s budgets, but a Whole 
Season licence in New Zealand is the ultimate cheap thrill, 
allowing you to fish anywhere in the country (except Taupo) 
for less than 40c per day. 
Clearly, by international standards, that’s a bargain. What’s 
more, few other pursuits offer the quality and diversity for 
such low cost! Treat yourself to an early Xmas present, or 
give yourself a well-deserved reward after another trying 
year, and grab your licence now.  
Adventure or relaxation, your Whole Season fishing licence 
is a passport to escape the stresses of everyday life and 
immerse yourself in nature. Simply scan the QR code and 
follow the easy steps. Alternatively, pop down to your local 
tackle and outdoor supplies retailers to grab one, and stock 

up on fishing tackle for the season ahead 
while you’re there.  

If this chunky spring brown 
is anything to go by, it’s 
going to be a cracker of 
a season! Photo: Andrew 
Harding

Aside from high flowing rivers over opening weekend, fishing has got off to a great 
start with some of the best early-season weather we’ve had in years. Conditions have 
been calm, not blighted by the gale nor-westers that tend to hit the lower North Island 
in spring, and sunny skies with warm temperatures have been the norm. 
Anglers were understandably anxious about what state the fisheries were going to 
be in after one of the wettest winters on record, with many river systems receiving 
numerous significant floods. What has come to the fore is that trout are incredibly 
resilient to such environmental events. Reports in from anglers, as well as our own 
observations, show the fisheries to be great stead. 
As is to be expected after a tough winter, the condition of some of trout early 
season this might be down, but anecdotal evidence suggests fish numbers are 
high. Expect our trout in the lower North Island to now build back their condition 
quickly after almost a month of benign weather and river flows. 
Further, an upshot of the very wet winter is that the groundwater level is very 
high – just ask some of the farmers in the region, many of whom reckon the 
water table is as high as they have ever seen. This means that there is more 
water around to sustain the river flows as we head into what is forecast to be 
a long, hot summer.
Good river flows in summer, particularly the hotter parts of the region, are vital for not 
just overall water quality but also the quality of the trout and the fishing. As we’ve seen 
with the likes of the mainstem Manawatu River, when water temperature spikes and 
flows are low, dissolved oxygen plummets and has major negative impacts on trout and 
the fishery. 
The high river flows we have at the start of this season should hopefully get us right 
through summer and, if that’s the case, will provide fantastic fishing this season! 

POSITIVE 
PROSPECTS FOR 
SEASON AHEAD

SCAN THIS CODE WITH  
YOUR PHONE TO PURCHASE YOUR LICENCE
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FISHING 
AGAINST 
INFLATION

Rob Vaz tames a fiesty Wellington brown to kick off 
the 2022-23 angling season. Photo: Andrew Harding

The cost of living, inflation and fuel prices have all dominated headlines in 
the void left behind by Covid. For most, this has forced us to scrutinise our 
spending choices. Financial constraints do not, however, mean you must 
compromise your passion for angling and all the benefits that flow from 
being in nature and harvesting free-range organic food. Following are some 
tips to help you beat the price pain…  

• Fish local: Lower North Island anglers have arguably the greatest 
number and diversity of easily accessible trout fisheries close to 
home. Many exceptional trout rivers run right through, or very 
close to, our main population centres, meaning you get find quality 
fishing without having to jump in a car. These include the Hutt 
(Wellington and Hutt Cities), Otaki and Ohau (Levin and Kapiti Coast), 
Rumahanga and Waipoua (Masterton), Manawatu (Palmerston North, 
Dannevirke and Woodville) and the Rangitikei or Hautapu (Taihape). 

• Take a fish or two for the table: Like everything, food prices have 
skyrocketed. Trout is an incredibly healthy protein, readily available in 
most of the streams and rivers running through the Wellington Fish & 
Game region. A common misconception among anglers is that taking 
a fish to eat is going to be detrimental to the trout population. Fish & 
Game staff undertake extensive monitoring to help us set bag (catch) 
limits to allow for sustainable harvest. We encourage anglers to make 
the most of the plentiful resource.

• Carpool with angling mates: So you’ve had your fill of fishing locally 
and want to branch out to fish some of the other stunning water in 
the region. Why not ride share? Three or four anglers contributing 
towards the cost of fuel makes it much more affordable than striking 
out alone, and great for camaraderie too. If that’s too many people for 
the type of water you’re fishing, split up and take different beats, then 
meet up later. Top the day off with a beer and friendly banter when 
you’re safely home. 

• Stay overnight, fish more: There are some amazing freedom and/or 
inexpensive campgrounds in our region that happen to be right on the 
banks of some great fisheries. By extending your angling excursions 
you can get more fishing and satiate the angling itch. Our ‘Park and 
Cast’ page on the Fish & Game website (www.fishandgame.org.nz) 
has some pointers on where you can park up, pitch a tent and cast a 
line for a regional angling adventure. 

• Join an angling club: Our region is fortunate to have a number of 
excellent angling clubs evenly spread around the lower North Island. 
The club communities are always welcoming of new members, no 
matter how experienced. Clubs are awesome for meeting other 
anglers who have a wealth of local knowledge to share, 
mentor new or novice anglers, organise outings and trips 
to other regions, competitions and regular events 
like fly-tying evenings. Clubs are located in 
Wellington, Hutt Valley, Kapiti, Levin, 
Wairarapa and Palmerston North. If 
you’d like contact details please 
get in touch with Wellington 
Fish & Game on  
(06)359-0409.NEW FISH & 

GAME CEO New Zealand Fish and Game 
Council has appointed Corina Jordan to 

the position of chief executive. 

Corina will be known to many anglers in the lower North 
Island from her time as a valuable member of the Wellington 

Fish & Game team as a resource management specialist who 
helped with field work. 

She returns to the organisation after a stint with Beef + Lamb New Zealand where 
she was North Island general manager. She describes the lead role at Fish & Game NZ as 

a “dream position”. “I am passionate about the environmental advocacy work of Fish & Game and 
our ability to represent licence holders’ interests,” Corina says. “I look forward to the challenges of 

modernising this organisation over the next few years.”

Photo: Hamish Carnachan

New regulations for the 2022-23 season ban the use of treble hooks on waterways where there are maximum size limits on trout i.e. fish over a certain size must be returned. These rivers are identified in Note 3 on page 39 of the regulations book.
This measure was adopted by the Wellington Fish & Game Council to help the survival of large fish, the breeding specimens, when released after being caught. Please consult the Wellington section of the regulations guide, particularly Note 5 which details where trebles are permitted. All other waters only single hooks are allowed. 

REGULATION CHANGES  TO TREBLE HOOK USE
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It is always fun online scouting for new places to fish and find adventure, 
as well as a great way to while away the winter hours and build 
anticipation for the season ahead. A couple of spots that have piqued the 
interest after pouring over maps during the ‘off-season’ are the Oroua and 
Pohangina backcountry reaches. 
According to our drift dive data, the latter has very good numbers of trout 
at Piripiri, on the boundary of the Ruahine Forest Park. So, there doesn’t 
appear to be any reason why good numbers of fish shouldn’t be in the 
backcountry section. 
Indeed, satellite imagery reveals good holding water all the way up to 
Ngamoko Hut, and then potentially several kilometers further up still. The 
Oroua has a smaller catchment but still looks tantalising too the further 
into the hills you get. There appears to be good holding water consisting 
of pools, runs and pocket water at least up as far as the Howlett Creek 
confluence. 
Of course, both rivers copped plenty of floods over winter, which may  

have impacted the trout population. And locals will attest the wind can be 
‘challenging’ at times. However, one of the great attributes of the lower 
North Island is the sheer number of fishable rivers in the Wellington Fish & 
Game region – there’s always the opportunity for adventure and potential 
to find a new quality fishing spot. 
As with any backcountry angling, make sure you are experienced in 
the mountains and always prepared for adverse weather and potential 
unscheduled extended stay. There are other backcountry fisheries in the 
Ruahine Range just waiting for you to discover too. The upper Kawhatau 
and Whakaurekou rivers are worth exploring if you have the energy 
and experience for an adventure in the mountains. Pull up the satellite 
imagery, do some research, and you may just find a gem of your own!

FISHERY FOCUS -
RUAHINE 
BACKCOUNTRY

Retired Wellington businesswoman Leigh Johnson wants to see more 
women in flyfishing and with the help of the Kapiti Fly Fishing Club she 
is organising a weekend workshop in November (25-27) on the banks 
of the Hutt River. “I think a lack of female role models is a possible 
barrier for women taking up flyfishing as a recreational activity, so 
a key aspect of this workshop is to bring in experienced female fly 
anglers from around New Zealand to share their skills and experience 
over the weekend,” she says. 
The target audience for the ‘Women on the Fly’ workshop is women 
who want to learn about flyfishing and give it a go, as well as those 
who wish to develop their skills, confidence, general knowledge, and 

friendships.
So, why flyfishing? 
Johnson says women’s lives can be stressful given the challenges 
associated with juggling work and family, and that flyfishing is 

a wonderful way to decompress and destress. Additionally, around 
the world, flyfishing is recognised for its rejuvenating qualities with 
established programmes to aid the recovery of breast cancer survivors 
and help veterans of armed conflict reintegrate into normal daily life.  
“Not everyone likes going to the gym,” she jokes. “Seriously though, 
when I was running my business in Wellington it was an incredibly 
hectic period in my life. I wish I had maintained an active interest 
in flyfishing, rather than returning to it in my retirement, as it would 
certainly have helped me unwind and recenter at a time when I 
needed balance.
“You don’t need to wade in water up to your hips to be successful, 
which I know is what prevents some women from taking up the 
pastime. But I love that it helps me stay fit.”

Photo: Hamish Carnachan

WORKSHOP AIMS TO
REEL IN MORE FEMALE ANGLERS

A women’s fly fishing workshop later this 
month aims to address a lack of female role 
models in the pursuit. Photo: Nick King
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WAIRARAPA  
DRY FLY HEAVEN
by Ben Ellison

For many fly anglers, fishing a dry fly, to a large brown trout in clear water, is 
the pinnacle of the pursuit. Sometimes it is hard to convey to the non-anglers 
just how special that feeling is – watching a large fish slowly rise to your dry 
and inhale it off the surface. It really is like time stands still for a few magical 
moments.
My home region of Wairarapa is both vast and diverse in what it has to offer 
the fly fisher. It also has some notable rivers and streams which, at times, 
indeed have dry fly fishing unrivalled anywhere in the country, in my own 
opinion. The summer of 2021-22 was frustrating, to say the least, for many 
local anglers with unseasonable weather conditions (lots of rain) limiting 
angling opportunities and terrestrial insect activity. 
That said, I still used a dry/dropper (a dry fly with a nymph trailing below) set 
up for almost 90 per cent of the time on my chosen waters and I was able to 
raise at least a fish to the dry at least once a month for 10 months over the 
entire 12-month season. The only exceptions were August and September 
respectively. So, it’s a benchmark of sorts for the new season, and I’m 
already off to a great start with the first dry fly taker on opening day!
This made me think about the versatility of the dry/dropper combination, 
and how fish can be taken on dries throughout the year. My point is, I’d 
encourage anglers to dispense with an ‘indicator’. It’s a common occurrence 
to be nymphing only to have a trout try and take your indicator, so why not 
have a dry fly that floats and acts like an indicator, but can actually hook a 
fish too? 
Here are a few tips and my five top dry flies which should help maximise 
your success rates in Wairarapa (if not the lower North Island in general): 
1. Royal Wulff – A good all-season fly representing a variety of terrestrial 
insects.
2. Humpy Blowfly – also a good all-season fly and searching pattern, 
especially adjacent to farm pasture.
3.Willow Grub – When trout are dialled in on these in high summer they 
can become selective, so it’s best to have a couple of variations to offer your 
quarry.
4. Passion Vine Hopper – A very useful addition to any waterway with areas 
of blackberry along the margins. 
5. Cicada – There’s nothing like slapping a big deer-hair cicada imitation 
down next to a fish when they are keyed in on them from around January to 
March. Cicadas are the business around here, lowland or backcountry.
Selectively feeding fish can be a feature of Wairarapa, however, one of the 
patterns above should be effective. 
Finally, look for places to probe with your dry fly. If your preference is sighted 
fish, and you just can’t find them, cast into likely spots such as under the 
willows, along dark shaded cliff edges and into broken bouldery pockets. 
Prospects so far for the 2022-23 summer season are looking good for 
Wairarapa anglers with good river flows and plenty of fish. We deserve it 
after Covid disruptions and last season’s ‘big wet’. Tight lines! 
Ben Ellison is a Wairarapa-based fishing guide who owns and operates 
Trout Frontier Guiding – 027 8671 554.

Wellington Fish & Game has been engaged with parties behind a large-
scale roading infrastructure project in the lower reaches of the Hutt 
River – the RiverLink. While we can’t stop the project, we worked hard 
to ensure conditions are put in the resource consent to assess and limit 
the impact on the Hutt’s renowned trout fishery. This follows our earlier 
submission on the resource consent application by Greater Wellington 
Regional Council, Hutt City Council and Waka Kotahi, in which we 
sought to ensure the project met obligations under the RMA to avoid, 
remedy or mitigate any impacts on the fishery.

Roughly, the multi-year project is planned around the Melling and 
Kennedy-Good bridges and will involve extensive instream work. At 
times the river will be realigned so the requisite work can be carried 
out in the dry. There’s no hiding from the fact that at times parts of the 
riverbed will look like a construction site and will likely be off limits to 
public access. Despite the aesthetics, we have advocated hard for 
trout habitat to be factored into the affected site – ensuring adequate 
migratory pathways for trout and native fish and limiting sedimentation, 
as well as pushing for sufficient flow and resting areas. We have been 
successful in this regard and achieved the best possible outcome for the 
fishery over the duration of the project. 

We just want to remind anglers that despite the inconvenience, in the 
overall context the work is only taking part in a small section of the 
river. It is also in the lower reaches so any sediment plumes will only 
affect a very short reach.There are many kilometers of unaffected water 
upstream, offering the world-class fishing for which the Hutt River is 
internationally renowned. It’s also a consolation that our highest trout 
counts when drift diving come from further upstream, away from the 
construction area. Meantime, staff will be assessing the project works 
closely, and have already begun pre-construction trout and trout habitat 
monitoring at the site. 

Ben Ellison with lovely small-stream Wairarapa brown 
trout taken on a dry fly. Photo: Hamish Carnachan

HUTT RIVER  
LINK PROJECT

Photo: Andrew Harding

A typical dry / dropper rig
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Over winter Wellington Fish & Game has reviewed and updated 
all its angler access maps and these are now available to anglers. 
The layout and style have been modernised, and they have been 
optimised for mobile phone use so anglers can download and store 
the maps on their devices. 
This means that even when you’re not in cell phone coverage area, 
you can use the maps and have all the access information at your 
fingertips. 
We’ve also designed and printed a QR map of the lower North 
Island angling access which folds down to roughly the size of a 
mobile phone. You can store it in the glovebox, pop it in your tackle 
box or one of the pockets in your fishing vest. Go forth and explore!

If at first you don’t succeed, try and try again. It’s a good adage for many things 
in life, and certainly for trout fishing. How many times have you been carefully 
walking a riverbank, scouting for feeding fish, only to have one take off right 
from under your feet? 
“Blown it,” you think, and move on quietly cursing yourself…
Yes, you may have scared that fish, and it will likely be sulking somewhere out 
of sight for some time, but chances are that if you turn up next day it will be in 
the exact same spot you spooked it from. 
This means you are better prepared to make a more cautious approach, 
hopefully see the fish, and get a cast to it this time without it knowing you are 
there. Put simply, trout are creatures of habit. They will hold in the same places 
all season, often many seasons in a row if the river is stable. Once you realise 
this, it will help your angling success immeasurably.    
There will be many instances in your angling journey in which you will bump 
fish from cover, duff a cast that sends one teering off to cover, or lose one 
during the fight. Never treat these experiences as failures; they are innately 
linked to this highly addictive – and at times frustrating – pursuit, but they teach 
us one of the most important lessons in freshwater angling which is how to 
read water and the quarry we pursue in it. 
Fish a stretch of river often enough and you’ll soon be dialed in on almost 
every holding spot. How do you think guides learn? They certainly aren’t 
superhuman (though some would like you to believe they are), they just have 
developed skills for spotting trout and know from previous experience where 
they hold. 
Understanding a river and trout habits that environment is the most important 
aspect in progressing from an angler who occasionally catches fish to one that 
catches lots of fish. In life there’s no issue making mistakes, as long as we 
learn from them. Same goes for fishing. 
By Fish & Game communications/field officer Hamish Carnachan

Wellington Fish & Game’s quick reference map is part of an 
overall upgrade and modernisation of the region’s fishing 
access brochures

TOP TIP -  
IF AT FIRST 
YOU  
DON’T 
SUCCEED…

MAP UPGRADE TO 
IMPROVE ANGLING 
EXPERIENCE

Hutt River (How to fish)

Hutt River
(Access)

Wairarapa Moana Fishing Guide

Lower Manawatu River

Kapiti Coast Rivers - Otaki, 
Waikanae, Ohau

Rangitikei River -
mid and lower reaches

Ruamahanga River

Waipoua River

Waiohine River

Waingawa River

Mangatainoka River

Upper Manawatu River

Pohangina River

Contact Wellington Fish & Game on (06)359-0409  •  Email: wellington@fishandgame.org.nzLower North Island Fishing Access

For more access information online visit www.fishandgamenzaccess.org/wellington

Wellington F&G-QR codes to map smaller PRINT.indd   1 17/10/22   11:36 AM

It took several seasons to catch this fish of a lifetime but perseverance and 
previous experience eventually paid off. Photo: Nick King

FAMILY FISHING SHORT WALKS

Photo: Andrew Harding

If several tough years have taught us anything, it’s the importance of looking after our wellbeing and that 
of our families. A great way of doing that is combining exercise with a relaxing outdoor activity like fishing, 
which is proven to be great for our mental health.
The team at Wellington Fish & Game have come up with the following options for family friendly short 
walks with a good chance of catching a fish while you’re there. 

Manawatu River walkway (Palmerston North)   l   Crystals Lagoon (Otaki)    

Marton Reservoir (Marton)   l   Henley Lake (Masterton) 

Hutt River walkway (Hutt Valley)   l   White Cliff Boulder Walk (Rangitikei)
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GWRC is overlooking the requirement to 
protect trout habitat which will result in poor 
environmental outcomes. Photo: Nick King

Some important plan changes are currently being proposed by Greater 
Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) which will shape the future of 
freshwater water management in the region. Of note for anglers, the 
proposals will have an impact on freshwater fisheries and where trout 
fit into the wider management framework and how they are regarded in 
the environment.
Wellington Fish & Game Council (WFGC) has serious concerns which 
we have detailed in our submissions on GWRC’s Regional Policy 
Statement proposed plan change. While supporting some proposed 
changes, our main concerns surround:

1. Failure to include certain primary goals of the NPS-FM
Proposed Change 1 fails to give ‘voice’ to primary goals of the 
National Policy Statement – Freshwater 2020 (NPS-FM), which 
are urgently required to avoid adverse effects on the environment. 
These include democratic identification of long-term visions for 
freshwater, indications on how limits on resource use and river 
flow levels will be ascertained to achieve healthy environmental 
targets; and implementation of appropriate instream levels of 
nutrients.

2. Inadequate protection for habitat of trout and salmon
Without adequate healthy habitat, freshwater species cannot 
thrive. National legislation protects the habitat of trout and 
salmon via the NPS-FM. Trout and salmon have the highest 
requirement for freshwater quality and quantity, so this legislative 
protection ensures habitat is safeguarded for all our aquatic 
species (including natives). Legal protections also recognise 
the recreational, cultural, and economic value of angling in New 
Zealand. 

WFGC is conscious that there is an increasing perception that 
trout and salmon inherently conflict with indigenous freshwater 
and taonga species. In many instances, this is simply not the 
case.

That conflict is generally more perceived than real, and 
secondary to habitat degradation. It is important, therefore, 
that any supposed conflict in GWRC’s plan change is resolved 
through accurate scientific information, rather than values-based 
reactions.  

3. Emphasis on protection of indigenous biodiversity at the 
expense of other values
WFGC recognises the special character and value of New 
Zealand’s indigenous biodiversity and the need for measures to 
meet national biodiversity strategy objectives. However, WFGC 
is concerned that the focus on indigenous species, habitats, 
and ecosystems throughout the proposed GWRC plan change 1 
come at the expense of other significant habitat values and other 
highly valued species. This also fails to give proper effect to the 
overarching NPS-FM, to the extent that an adverse effect on the 
environment is likely.  

4. Inadequate articulation of Te Mana o te Wai
WFGC strongly supports the concept of Te Mana o te Wai, 
which lies at the heart of the NPS-FM. WFGC recommends that 
GWRC’s proposed plan change is amended to include a single, 
integrated, and succinct expression of how Te Mana o Te Wai 
applies to water bodies and freshwater ecosystems, in a manner 
which gives equal weighting to consultations and engagement 
with communities as well as tangata whenua. 

FIGHT IS ON FOR 
TROUT FISHERIES 

The weather at the start of this season has been superb so far but we all know that 
in this part of the world conditions can change quickly. Whether it’s the opening few 
months of the season, or later on, at some stage anglers in the lower North Island 
are going to get rain and high rivers. Here are some tricks for giving you a shot at 
fish in case you strike ‘unfishable’ conditions: 

Lake Wairarapa: When lake level is high after (and during) really heavy rain, trout 
moved into the flooded pasture where they vacuum worms and other drowned ter-
restrial insects like spiders. When all the rivers are too high, there’s good sport sight 
fishing to browns cruising the lake edge.  

Fish the edge: Flooded margins of rivers can be productive when the main chan-
nel is dirty. Trout move to the edges where the water velocity is lower. They can 
also feed on the edge because it is often clearer than the main flow. Carefully stalk 
or blind cast along this clear edge and you’ll get results. 

Match the ‘hatch’: A flood can create a hatch of sorts, albeit quite different to 
mayfly or caddis emergence. High flows make terrestrials more accessible to trout 
so think worms or spiders. Not only are these large insects easy for trout to see in 
murky water because of their size, but they are also protein-rich food sources so 
the fish will feed readily on them… or your imitation. 

TOP TIP - CONTINGENCY 
FOR FISHING HIGH FLOWS

A handful of patterns that can fish very well in high flows. Photo: 
Hamish Carnachan
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Photo: Andrew Harding

Here’s a brief overview of the past year’s work we’ve been doing on your behalf, to benefit your fisheries and fishing opportunities:

SPECIES MONITORING -  
Counting and measuring
• Research into spawning value of tributary 

streams and recruitment in key river 
catchments.  

• Adding research data into National Freshwater 
Fish Database. 

• Drift diving over 80km of river to help ascertain 
trout populations. 

• Ongoing peer review of Greater Wellington 
Regional Council’s (GWRC) sport fish removal 
trials to keep the scientists honest.

• Habitat and spawning surveys at the site of 
proposed RiverLink on the projection Hutt 
River to establish baselines before work 
commences. 

ADVOCACY -  
Enlightening others about our issues
• Attending meetings with regional council and 

other local authorities to advocate for trout and 
their habitats.

• Highlighting the adverse impacts of 
engineering and irrigation on fisheries and 
water quality. 

• Working with GWRC and Horizons to try and 
minimise the impact of their river bulldozing 
activity by requiring more pools, runs and 
riffles are left, and instream work is minimised.

• Engaging with catchment groups to achieve 
outcomes that benefit fisheries and the wider 
environment.    

• Using research to assess impacts of trout 
predation on indigenous freshwater fish 
species and working with councils and 
communities to improve freshwater habitat 
(which allows for increasing co-existence 
between fish species).

• Working with council fish passage teams to 
remove fish passage barriers. 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT - 
Protecting trout habitat
• Attending hearings and submitting on regional 

plans. 
• Overview of Horizons Regional Council’s 

• implementation of the One Plan to improve 
water quality while also protecting livelihoods.

• Submitting on GWRC planning processes to 
ensure positive outcomes for our fisheries 
and the environment, including opposition 
to the planned removal of trout in the upper 
Wainuiomata catchment.  

• Engaging with GWRC, Hutt City Council and 
Waka Kotahi, to ensure the RiverLink project 
on the Hutt River meets the obligations under 
the RMA and mitigation measure are put in 
place to reduce the effects on the fishery.

• Recording and reporting forestry operations 
that are having an adverse impact on 
spawning habitat and downstream waterways.   

• Engaging with Horizons Regional Council on 
Global Willow Control and Gravel Extraction 
Plans and varied resource compliance 
matters.

• Requesting hunter and angler feedback on 
freshwater values for the Horizons Oranga 
Wai (Values and Visions) process and 
forwarding on all 300+ responses from anglers 
to the Council.

ACCESS -  
Maintaining access for angling
• Complete overhaul and upgrade of access 

maps and information, including digital files 
made available for download in mobile-friendly 
format. 

• Developing a standalone access website for 
anglers which houses a complete suite of our 
access information.   

• Producing access pamphlets and maintaining 
‘Angler Access’ signage throughout the lower 
North Island.

• Working with landowners to maintain and open 
access to fisheries.

• Ongoing dialogue with iwi, DOC and other 
stakeholders surrounding access impasse to 
upper Rangitikei River. 

INFORMATION TO LICENCEHOLDERS -  
Keeping you informed
• Newsletters like this one as well as our weekly 

fishing report – the Lower North Lowdown. 
• Producing resources each year, such as the 

Lake Wairarapa Fishing Guide and ‘How-to’ 
pamphlets to help you catch more fish!

• Sending out alerts on issues of interest or 
opportunities to submit in support of healthy 
trout fisheries. 

JUNIOR/NOVICE PARTICIPATION -  
Getting others involved
• Assisting clubs with recruitment and retention. 
• Educating about the importance of water 

quality and introducing junior and novice 
anglers to fishing. 

• Assisting with funding and management of 
Kids’ Fish-Out Days in Manawatu, Kapiti and 
Wellington.

•  Technical support and financial underwriting 
of the ‘Women on the Fly’ workshop to be held 
later this month.    

COMPLIANCE AND REGULATIONS -   
Keeping everyone honest
• Checking licences and, where required, 

prosecuting offenders.

WORKING FOR 
OUR ANGLERS

FISH & GAME VIDEOS
Scan the QR codes to check out some short 
instructional video which will help you catch 
more fish. 
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