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PAUL BOYCE LIVES TO HUNT. When he’s not working as a pilot driver
for Satherley’s, he can usually be found in his layout blind. He’s
even taught himself to hunt left-handed, as he says it increases
options from the blind. “I spend my life in a layout blind,” he says.
Those blinds are often on private land where he’s been called upon
by landowners to help control bird numbers.
Not being fussy about what he hunts helps facilitate his passion.
Paul will target all game birds … ducks, geese, even pigeons. This
variety makes him adaptable and means he can shoot in all kinds
of landscapes, all year round. However, his enduring love and
passion is hunting geese. He’s shot geese in every Fish & Game
region bar Southland, and he’s currently scoping that one out now.
Paul helps administer the NZ Waterfowler Facebook page – a page
with 11,000 followers; he’ll often invite hunters to shoot with him.
Through this, he gets to meet new people and help others getting
started in the sport. “I think the hunting community is stronger now
through the social media platforms available,” says Paul.

PAUL’S TIPS FOR PADDOCK SHOOTING IN
LAYOUT BLINDS
• Go early, stay late. Time on task will improve your skills
and success rate.
• Even a green grass dairy paddock can provide good
hunting. If the farmer has been feeding out maize or
silage, the ducks will be attracted to this. Lay your
decoys right in the feedline.
• Adapt the blind to your surroundings. In a dairy
paddock, pluck out some green grass and put it on your
blind. Around a pond you might select willow branches.
“The blind simply disappears,” says Paul.

"Paddock hunting is an
undershot resource."

• Consider learning how to shoot with your less favoured
arm to increase your options. He says to give it a go
and you might surprise yourself.
• Scout out where the birds are and go to them rather
than trying to bring them to you.

PAUL’S APPROACH TO GAINING ACCESS
FOR HUNTING ON PRIVATE LAND
• Don’t be afraid to make phone calls and knock on
doors; 95% of the time, people are open and willing to
talk to you.
• Learn how to take “no” gracefully. Be eternally polite.
• Ask landowners if they have anyone who hunts on their
land or if they hunt it themselves. Don’t ask for access
straight away or turn up with your hunting gear on the
first meeting.
• Leave your number and ask landowners to let you
know if they have any problems.
PHOTOS: PAUL BOYCE IN THE MACKENZIE COUNTRY.
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