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With just a few weeks to go until Opening Day – Saturday, May 7 – the 
game bird hunting community is fair buzzing. And there’s a hint of added 
excitement this year too given the excellent numbers of ducks around!

Keen-eyed hunters have certainly noticed another boost to the mallard 
population in the lower North Island ahead of this season, and such 
anecdote matches the monitoring undertaken by Wellington Fish & Game. 

Our long-term research provides valuable insight into what is happening 
with the mallard population in the region. The trend has been positive for 
the last five or so years and this will most likely continue this year when 
we have the results for our mallard transect flights, undertaken later this 
month. 

Ducks are also in exceptional condition this season. One of our long-time 
bird banders, who has been assisting for almost a decade, notes that he’s 
never handled such fat ducks. 

This reflects the weather in the lead-up to the season, with plenty of rain 
and regular floods over summer and autumn, resulting in plenty of food 
and feeding options for ducks. This has resulted in a very high water-
table, even in the normally dry Wairarapa region, and ponds and wetlands 
across the region are at good levels.

While staff and hunters have noticed young ducklings even in late March, 
the main breeding season last year was stable and resulted in numerous 
broods. Excellent breeding conditions, from an already larger population 
base, equates to good prospects for mallard numbers to continue the 
upward trend and provide more opportunities for our hunters.  

No wonder there’s a buzz about this coming season – Hunters have 
plenty to be excited about so grab your licence and get sorted for the 
excitement that’s ahead! 

GAME BIRD  
HUNTERS BUZZING

GRAB YOUR 
LICENCE

There are very good duck numbers in 
the lower North Island, particularly the 
Manawatu region. Photo: Nathan Field

Lots of rain over the summer period has kept wetlands and ponds topped up nicely. Photo: Hamish Carnachan

Field observations such as waterfowl trend count 
monitoring and banding have shown higher 
numbers of mallard ducks again this season. 
Cropping has been more extensive in response to 
having more supplementary feed required to support 
dairy and dry stock, with high dairy and beef prices 
driving demand for additional feed.

The ducks have made the most of this and large 
congregations of mallards have been observed on 
recently harvested crops right throughout the lower 
North Island. The Wellington Fish & Game Council 
decided at its December meeting that the lower 
North Island mallard duck population was looking 
robust enough to increase the daily bag limit from 
10 birds per person per day to 12. 

Regs Changes For 2022 

The main changes to the regulations for the 
Wellington Fish & Game regions over the 2022 
game bird season are as follows:

- Mallard/Grey Duck – 12 birds per hunter per day

- Black Swan – 5 birds per hunter per day for ‘Area 
A’ (east of the Tararua/Ruahine ranges)

There’s plenty for lower North Island hunters to be 
excited about this season. Photo: Richie Cosgrove

BOOST TO 
BAG LIMITS

The fastest, easiest way to grab 
your licence if you haven’t already 
got one is to do it online. Just jump 
on www.fishandgame.org.nz and 
click the prominent licence tab at 
the top of the home page. Simple 
as that!
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GET SET FOR 
OPENING
Often when ranging over Opening Weekend we encounter hunting parties 
who have clearly left things to the last minute and are paying the price as 
a result.

There have been those with no water in their pond because they haven’t 
done a pre-season site visit, some who have been caught short by 
change of land ownership meaning they’ve had to hastily find somewhere 
else to shoot (even on Opening Morning), and others who couldn’t get key 
items like ammo or failed to check their shottie was in working order. 

There’s an old adage in sport that Preparation Prevents P*&^ Poor 
Performance (P5). It holds true to duck hunting too. With Covid and 
conflict in eastern Europe causing all manner of logistics and supply 
issues, it’s even more important this year that you get your hunting gear 
and preparation done ahead of the season’s start.  

Here’s a pre-season check list to help you prepare for Opening well 
before it rolls around:

• Get your licence sorted - Buy it online or pop in to your local 
outdoor retailer.

• Sort your hunting location - Make sure you’ve been in touch with 
the landowner and secured access. 

• Get the dog fit - Take him on regular runs so he too enjoys the start 
of the season and isn’t run ragged after the first few retrieves.

• Dress your maimai - Do any pond maintenance well before the 
season to ensure you don’t spook any resident ducks.

• Gear check - Touch up your decoys so they’re as life-like as 
possible, test-fire your shotgun to make sure it’s working, clean 
your calls and treat your wet weather gear with a tech-wash to re-
waterproof it.

• Don’t leave ammo and gear purchases to the last minute - get it 
sorted early. Already we’re hearing some retailers are experiencing 
shortages of some types of ammunition. 

• Pattern your shotgun and get your eye in on some clays - It’s 
pretty easy to lose your swing if you haven’t practiced shotgun 
shooting during the off-season. Make it count when those ducks 
drop in.

Get your prep sorted early to ensure 
maximum enjoyment from the season. 
Photo: Hamish Carnachan

BLACK SWAN BONUS 
THIS SEASON
In a bid to address nuisance build-ups of black swans on pasture around 
Lake Wairarapa, a five-bird daily limit has been proposed for the duration 
of the season for ‘Area A’, which is east of the main Tararua and Ruahine 
ranges.  

- Area A (east of the Tararua-Ruahine divide): 5 birds per hunter per day 
for the duration of the main waterfowl season (May 7 to July 3).

- Area B (west of the divide): five birds per hunter per day over Opening 
Weekend, 3-bird limit thereafter

Following are some tips for targeting black swan taken from the late Brad 
Parkes in his excellent book Gamebird Hunting In NZ. 

Black swan tend to follow very fixed lines of flight. Hunting them, 
therefore, is a matter of placing yourself on observed flight lines and 
waiting for them to come overhead. 

While sounding simple, the successful hunter must observe all the rules 
of camouflage and movement – keep still and stay well hidden as, like all 
game birds, swan have excellent eyesight. Swan respond well to decoys, 
particularly if you can find somewhere to set them out on pasture where 
they have been grazing. Floating decoys amongst ducks decoys have 
the added advantage of making mallards confident enough to come into 
range.    

While swan may appear lumbering in flight, they actually reach speeds 
similar to ducks so take this into account with your lead on the bird. Also, 
because of their size, there is a tendency to target the mass of the bird 
rather than lead so the shot pattern covers the head and vulnerable neck. 

Some hunters are unsure how to prepare swan meat for the table but it 
makes a very welcome and tasty addition to sausages and salami when 
mixed with duck and venison. 

Help out some farmers and target a few 
more swan this season. Photo: Nick King

A GOLDEN INVESTMENT 
IN YOUR WELLBEING 

Studies both here and internationally show that regularly engaging 
in an activity in a natural setting is a great way to help destress and 
decompress. In our view there’s no better way to invest in your wellbeing 
than in a maimai, overlooking a serene pond or wetland, quietly 
contemplating while waiting for the next flight of ducks to arrive overhead. 

We know it’s been a trying start to the year. Many Kiwis are suffering 

Covid fatigue and other global crises are also taking a toll. We’d 
encourage you to take this chance to head out to your favourite wetland 
this season and reconnect with the wilderness. Think beyond just shooting 
Opening Weekend too. Give yourself a proper chance to recharge your 
batteries and invest a little in your own wellbeing.

With two long weekends in June – Queen’s Birthday and Matariki – 
hunters have got the gift of two bonus days off work to go shooting. Lock it 
in with your family and friends now!

Duck hunting is the ultimate way to 
unwind. Photo: Hamish Carnachan
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Duck ponds also offer many environmental and ecological benefits. They 
provide refuge for freshwater fish species and both native and introduced 
waterfowl, as well as stripping nutrient leached from surrounding land. An 
important aspect of a pond project is the pleasure we know landowners 
derive from watching it develop as the plants and wildlife take off. 

There are several attributes to what makes a good pond, including:

- A reasonably sized shallow water area.

- Shallow feeding and dabbling water with gentle sloping margins free of 
dense vegetation which provide easy access to loafing areas.

- Stock-proof fencing to protect amenity trees and shrubs planting. 

- Plantings that provide nesting and escape cover for breeding waterfowl 
species and their young. 

Wellington Fish & Game has a wealth of experience and information to 
assist landowners interested in starting their own pond development, 
including, for example, dam planning and planting guides. We can 
advise on consenting issues (if required), and in some cases assist with 
submissions for grants to help fund projects. 

Many landowners who are interested in protecting or creating wetlands 
have contacted us, frustrated at the mixed messages they are receiving 
from some regional councils. We strongly advise first getting in touch with 
Wellington Fish & Game for that initial advice – we’d be happy to help. 

There are certain attributes that make for a good duck pond. Photo: Hamish Carnachan.

For years now we’ve seen the start of the 
season in with blue skies and calm, settled, 
conditions. This weather is the norm for 
Opening Weekend now, not the exception. 
Perhaps it’s a shift in the seasons, or something 
else, but we’re just fortunate that there are 
plenty of hunters to move ducks around. There’s 
no escaping the social aspect of the first 
weekend hunt in May – it’s perhaps one of the 
country’s longest-running traditions. It brings 
families, often multiple generations, and friends 
together from home and abroad. 

While there’s magic to the heritage and 
togetherness of this pursuit during that one 

weekend each year, the best hunting comes 
later in the season. Wellington Fish & Game 
encourages those who are keen to develop their 
hunting into something more enduring than an 
Opening Weekend outing with mates to hunt the 
season through.

There are numerous hunters who make regular 
excursions after Opening, but we invariably 
encounter the same behaviour that simply isn’t 
conducive to optimum harvest rates and return 
on time invested, and results in a minority being 
left disappointed. You may have a great maimai 
on a pretty pond, or a seemingly ideal stand 
on public water, but if you shoot from the same 
spot every outing you will surely overdo it. 

Ponds are generally refuges for birds so if they 
are constantly being shot at they’ll stop coming 
in. Same goes for stands. Mallards are fast 
learners and quickly figure a visible structure 
in the middle of open water is dangerous 
and should be avoided at all costs. To hunt 
successfully throughout the season requires 
research and a preparedness to explore. 
Satellite imagery is great for identifying new 
water – potholes off the sides of larger wetlands 
and open water, potential loafing sites on river 
bends, or farm dams that could be accessed by 
door-knocking and a courteous enquiry.

Do some ground truthing and look for 
established flight lines along which the ducks 
travel from feeding to roosting areas. Then plan 
how and where best to intercept them. Picking 
the weather is also a big part of it. Head out 
when the weather is going to be in the hunter’s 
favour. Strong winds approaching from the 
south or nor-west are hard to beat. They kick 
the birds off the big water and force them to look 
for refuge. Birds will move be constantly on the 
move during the first six to 12 hours of a big 
wind event, which allows a few hours hunting 
even if it’s after work. 

There are times when you will struggle, and 
things won’t pan out as you’d hoped. That’s part 
of the learning experience and only makes it 
more rewarding when you do get it right. One of 
Wairarapa’s most successful waterfowl hunters 
recently told me he doesn’t shoot the same 
water twice in a season – public or private. Yes, 
he is fortunate to have ample spots to choose 
from, but you get the point. Mix up your hunting 
this season, and reap the rewards.   

WHAT MAKES  
A GOOD POND? 

MIX UP YOUR HUNTING 

THIS SEASONA nor-west arch signals the approach of a big blow - perfect timing for an 
evening hunt  Photo: Hamish Carnachan.

For most landowners, the construction of a pond is 
prompted primarily for creating duck hunting opportunities. 
However, a well-planned and executed pond that is 
planted attractively and maintained is a sought-after asset. 
There is little doubt that a good pond, or series of ponds, 
add considerably to the value of a property.
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Wildlife managers have been periodically 
banding dabbling ducks by the thousands 
since around the late 1940s in New Zealand. 
Wellington Fish & Game staff and volunteers 
have added 15,000 birds to this tally in the past 
decade, including over 3000 birds this summer. 

Most of these metal bands will have a return 
address stamped into them (the DOC Banding 
Office) but this year the team also used a 
hundred of the historical Wildlife Service bands 
that are no longer in use – keep an eye out for 
these historic bands for your lanyard! This will 
be the only time they will be used and they have 
not been in circulation for over 30 years – a real 
collector’s item should you bag one. 

The banding research in the Wellington region 
involves capturing ducks in traps during 
January and February, identifying their age, and 
attaching individually numbered band to their 
leg before releasing them. Banding and band 
returns provides us with a wealth of information, 
including:

- How far the birds disperse around the country 
(and sometimes beyond).

- Survival rates (how long do the birds live for) 
for different cohorts (juveniles and adults, 
males and females) with particular focus on 
female adults (the breeding stock).

Modelling of population numbers is possible if 
we band enough and hunters return the bands 
as soon as possible. 

This provides more clarity on whether 
populations are changing and why, and helps us 
set bag limits and season lengths.  

The biggest issue that the banding programme 
faces is non-reporting of bands. So, if you’ve 
successfully harvested a duck with a band on its 
leg, we need your help. First, we don’t need the 
physical band, it is yours to keep. We just want 
the band number, an accurate location of where 
the band was recovered and the date the bird 
was harvested. 

The easiest way to provide this information is 
call your local Fish & Game office or through the 
‘Banding Together’ page on our website –  
www.fishandgame.org.nz 

The information you provide is vital for waterfowl 
hunting in New Zealand, and benefits every 
game bird hunter.

BANDING 
FOR BETTER 
GAME BIRD 
MANAGEMENT

Banding and band returns provides us with a wealth 
of information to help our management of the 
mallard population. Photo: Hamish Carnachan.

INTERESTING 
FACTS
• Longest travelled mallard from 

recent years – Hauraki Plains 

to New Caledonia (about 

1800km)

• Most mallards in the 

Manawatu stay within 20km 

of the banding site in the 

Manawatu catchment.

• Each year a few birds from 

the Manawatu travel south to 

the South Island or north to 

the Waikato catchment.

• Birds on the Wairarapa side 

of the divide tend to move up 

and down the east coast of 

the lower North Island.

‘Movement’ in duck hunting plays a vital role in harvest success. It is now 
well recognized that adding some realistic motion into your decoy spread 
is a game-changer in terms of attracting more ducks into shooting range. 
Hunter’s have always been inventive in their endeavours to bring a pond to 
life, from old school jerk-rigs to throwing stones. 

This has since evolved into the proliferation of modern motion decoys 
and gadgets now on the market – powered flapping, splashing decoys, 
bobbers, motorized keel attachments, wing spinners and wobblers. These 
mechanized gizmos adding life-like wing flare and ripples on the water.

It is testament to how important movement is to bringing a pond or body 
of water to life. Despite all this investment in technology to maximise 
movement on the water, less considered is the crucial aspect of motion in 
the maimai – i.e. hunters moving around and being seen from the air. 

No amount of gadgetry is going to mask poor maimai discipline, whether 
it’s a restless retriever, or the hunter standing up too soon to get into a 
shooting stance. One old-school hunter reckons that sudden movement 
in the stand or maimai is the single most effective way of keeping ducks 
from decoying. Conversely, staying dead still until the right moment is the 
simplest (and most inexpensive) way to ensure the ducks do come into 
range. 

TOP TIP -  
THE PROS AND CONS OF MOVEMENT ----------------------------

No amount of gadgetry is going to mask poor maimai discipline, whether it’s a restless retriever, or the hunter standing up too soon 
to get into a shooting stance. Photo: Hamish Carnachan.
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A FAMILY FAVOURITE DUCK DISH
Ducks are in superb condition as we head into the new season – possibly the best we’ve 
seen in years – so make the most of that delicious game meat you harvest. Here’s a 
receipt for duck schnitzel with a Japanese twist, that goes down a treat in our household 
and has become a family favourite… 

Duck Katzu With Asian Slaw
Duck: 

- Take four duck breasts, lay them flat 
and with your hand on top carefully cut 
horizontally in half to make them thin.

- Toss the breasts in a bowl of flour to coat.

- Beat an egg in a bowl, coat the floured 
breasts in egg, then transfer to a dish of 
panko breadcrumbs seasoned with salt 
and pepper. 

- Coat breasts evenly in crumbs. 

- Fry in oil for three to four minutes on 
each side (depending on thickness) until 
golden and just cooked through.

Slaw: 

- Make a slaw by thinly slicing red 
cabbage, spring onions, red radishes and 
the leaves of a large bunch of coriander.

- Dress with a dash of sesame oil and good 
lug of apple cider vinegar. 

- Season with salt and pepper, sprinkle 
with lightly toasted sesame seeds. 

To Serve:

- Slaw, and Katzu Duck topped with Kupe 
mayo and Okonomi sauce (both mayo 
and sauce and readily available in most 
supermarkets. 

Recipe by Wellington Fish & Game officer 
Hamish Carnachan

HUNTING PUBLIC LAND
Some of the best duck shooting in the Wellington Fish and & Game region can be found in areas 
open to the public for hunting. We manage several dedicated hunting areas throughout the lower 
North Island on behalf of licence holders, and there is plenty of public water available too, including 
many of the larger rivers such as the Manawatu, Rangitikei and Ruamahanga. 

Any game bird licence holder who obtains our $10 access permit may hunt the following wetlands 
after Opening Weekend for the remainder of the game season, or on the dates printed in the permit 
booklet: 

• Wairarapa Moana (Lake Wairarapa), south of Featherston.

• Lake Omanu, near Foxton (after Queen’s Birthday Weekend).

• Makurerua Swamp, 25km south of Palmerston North.

• Pukepuke Lagoon, located 4km north of Himatangi Beach.

• Pheasant and California quail hunting is available in pine forests and other publicly accessible 
land: Erindale Forest (Wairarapa Estate Ltd), Waitarere Forest (Rayonier NZ Ltd), and 
Santoft Forests (Ernslaw One Ltd). 

Check the permit booklet for other updated access opportunities for hunters, such as the Rangitikei 
riverbed. This can be purchased by contacting the office (06)359-0409 or at select licence sales 
agents. Many of the hunting stands in these wetlands are claimed and occupied by the ballot holder 
over Opening, however, after the first weekend of the season any licenced hunters is entitled to use 
them if they are not in use after 7:30am on a given day. More often than not, they are vacant. 

If you’d like some tips on shooting the famed waterfowl hunting on and around Lake Wairarapa, 
scan the QR code to check out a short video.

SAFEGUARD THE HUNTING HERITAGE
Being a responsible hunter will help safeguard the 
heritage and tradition of this pursuit. Always practice 
the following: 
• Carry a current game bird hunting licence 

and comply with the relevant bag limits and 
conditions of hunting.

• Be a competent shooter, estimate ranges and 
be aware of your limitations.

• Select appropriate shot size for the target.
• Be able to distinguish what may be lawfully 

hunted from protected species.
• Use a trained gundog, or other means to 

ensure the prompt retrieval of game, and help 
another hunter to retrieve their game.

• Remove empty cartridge cases and all litter 
from the hunting area.

• Remember that all hunters will be judged by 
your actions.

• Hunt in a sporting manner and ensure your 
conduct is always above reproach. Encourage 
the same attitude in your hunting companions.

• Remember that hunting public areas is a 
privilege, not a right. 

- Above all, be safe and be sensible.

This Japanese-inspired duck katzu dish is 
simple to prepare and will fast become a family 
favourite. Photo: Hamish Carnachan

It’s usually easy for hunters to find an 
unoccupied stand after Opening Weekend. 
Photo: Hamish Carnachan
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PESKY POOKS MADE GOOD
Wellington Fish & Game regularly receives complaints every year about pukeko 
damaging crops and new riparian plantings, or predating ducklings and other 
waterfowl. Out of season complaints are usually dealt with by issuing permits 
under delegated authority from DOC to allow the disturbance of some birds, but 
we would much rather see pukeko harvested by licence holders during the game 
season. 

In the Wellington region, hunters have many weeks after the end of the duck 
hunting season to hold pukeko drives in areas where birds are coming into 
conflict with farmers and other landowners. Alternatively, they came be jump shot 
around the margins wetlands or drains, making them a great target species to 
teach novices how to shoot birds on the wing. 

We encourage you to make the most of your game licence by getting a group together to go pukeko hunting – you’ll be surprised what 
challenging and rewarding shooting they offers, and breasted out they make great eating too! 

There’s nothing more rewarding than introducing someone new to the 
pursuit of game bird hunting, then watching them learn and grow their 
confidence and skill set, and ultimately become proficient hunters in their 
own right. Wellington Fish & Game is also conscious of the fact that in 
greater numbers of hunters participating, we have a stronger voice to 
advocate on your behalf. 

Hunters are notoriously tight-lipped when it comes to sharing locations 
and hunting information. But with a changing demographic and more 
urbanized society, and different viewpoints on the harvest of wild foods, it 
is in all of our interests to have more participants actively involved in game 
bird hunting.

This season there are an exciting two months of waterfowl hunting that lie 
ahead, followed by another two months where upland game and pukeko 
can be targeted (the latter being ideal for introducing novices and juniors 
to shooting on the wing). There’s also an added gift for hunters – two long 
weekends in June which fall within the main waterfowl season: Queen’s 

Birthday is on Monday, June 6, and the latest public holiday, Matariki, is 
on Friday, June 24. 

That equates to six days of hunting, usually during the month when 
the best weather arrives for waterfowling, which also provides ample 
opportunity to drag your mates out who might only normally shoot 
Opening Weekend, or shoulder-tap friends and family and share this great 
tradition.

It takes a hunter to make a hunter – do your bit this season!   

Want to try something new this season? 
Wellington Fish & Game has negotiated access 
to a large plantation forest in Wairarapa for the 
2022 season. Over the past two years we have 
released a number of cock and hen pheasants to 
supplement the wild population and help boost 
breeding success. There are also good numbers 
of California quail. 

Access is available for a limited number of 
licenced hunters, on weekends only, between 
May 7 and July 3, 2022. To confirm your 
interest, please get in touch with us via email 
wellington@fishandgame.org.nz

We can also point you in the direction of upland 
game hunting elsewhere in the region. 

KICKSTART 
A HUNTING 

CAREER

Pukeko are murder on ducklings and other waterfowl – take time to 
target a few this season. Photo: Hamish Carnachan

Pheasants being released to 
supplement wild populations in 
Wairarapa plantation forests. 
Photo: Hamish Carnachan

Introducing someone 
new to the pursuit is 
rewarding and vital 
for the future of game 
bird hunting. Photo: 
Hamish Carnachan

BOOST TO UPLAND HUNTING
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Here’s a short summary of the work we’re doing on behalf of Wellington Fish & Game hunting licence holders: 

SPECIES MONITORING – Counting the 
birds

Each year we carry out intensive aerial and 
ground monitoring of mallard, paradise shelduck, 
black swan, shoveler and pukeko populations. 
This year was the sixth year we’ve banded 
mallards. All this info helps set regulations to 
ensure viable populations of game birds. 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT – Protecting 
wetlands and waterways

Hearings into regional councils’ plans have 
required our engagement – we’ve been there 
advocating strongly for waterfowl and their 
habitat to protect the lower North Island’s 
wetlands. Wellington Fish & Game also ensures 
the work we do on our own wetlands in the 
region is done in accordance with the RMA. 

WETLAND DEVELOPMENT – Creating 
habitat

We continue to oversee a number of projects 
funded by the Game Bird Habitat Trust (GBHT), 
and Wellington Fish & Game staff enjoy 
helping landowners undertaking their own 
pond development projects by providing advice 
and expertise. If you need help with a wetland 
project, please give us a call (06)359-0409. 

ACCESS – Maintaining hunter access

Ensuring ongoing access to the waterfowl 
hunting resource is an increasingly demanding 
area in which we work for hunters. We’re 
working with relevant authorities to ensure there 
is a maintenance of perpetual and uninterrupted 
access for licence holders and the general 
public to all traditional fishing and game bird 
hunting locations. 

INFORMATION TO LICENCE HOLDERS – 
Keeping you informed

We want to ensure you get the best bang for 
your buck out of the investment you’ve made in 
a licence. This newsletter is intended to provide 
information, updates and hunting tips, and our 
weekly hunting reports – the Game Bird Hunting 
Bulletin – will run throughout the season to 
give you the latest weather updates, tips and 
happenings from around the region. 

ADVOCACY – Working in and with other 
agencies

Fish & Game continues to work with DOC, 
regional councils, and community groups to 
ensure hunters’ interests are protected. We are 
actively engaged with iwi to ensure that hunter 
access to lakes – such as Lake Wairarapa – and 
wetlands continues amid Treaty settlements.

COMPLIANCE – Keeping everyone honest

Our team of warranted rangers are active 
throughout the Wellington Fish & Game region 
– checking licences, bag limits and compliance 
with the regulations. Most hunters expect to 
see us Opening Weekend but we’re ranging 
throughout the season.

HOW WE’RE HELPING OUR HUNTERS

New firearms regulations came into effect earlier 
this year. The main impact on game bird hunters 
is around requirements when transporting 
firearms in a vehicle which, in the past, has been 
poorly defined. If you are transporting a firearm 
or ammunition in a vehicle on a public road or 
accessway, you need to adhere to the following: 
- Firearms must be concealed from view from 

outside the vehicle.
- Firearms must not be loaded with ammunition in 

the breech, barrel, chamber or magazine.
- Firearms must be made inoperable by removing 

the bolt or another vital part. Because that is not 
possible for a semi-automatic, the firearm must be 
fitted with a trigger lock or travel in a locked case 
or carry bag.

- Ammunition must be hidden from view, stored 
separately from the firearm, and in a locked glove 
box or similar area where this is practicable. 

- There is also a clear definition around leaving a 
firearm in an unattended vehicle and what that 
means.

- For those travelling between islands for their 
hunting, there are specific rules now for the 
carriage of firearms on an inter-island ferry.

Note that this is just a summary – full details can be 
found on the NZ Police website:  
www.police.govt.nz.  

FIREARMS 
LEGISLATION 
AMENDMENTS – WHAT 
YOU NEED TO KNOW

WELLINGTON FISH AND GAME COUNCIL
P.O. Box 1325, Palmerston North 4440   l   Ph 06 359-0409, wellington@fishandgame.org.nz 
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