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SEASON FINALLY SET TO GET UNDERWAY
Well, it’s been a bumpy old road but we’re almost there! 

After what has been a painful wait for many of us ardent hunters, the 
Opening of the 2020 game bird season has finally been confirmed – 
Saturday, May 23. That isn’t far away and after weeks of being locked 
down, and the uncertainty of whether the season was actually going 
to go ahead, this is an Opening to look forward to.  

There’s more good news too. Given the delayed start, hunters are 
to be rewarded for their patience with an extension of the waterfowl 
season into July. Wellington Fish & Game has pushed for this to 
maximise opportunities for our hunters, and we’re confident that 
ducks can be harvested into the early part of July without having an 
impact on recruitment that could affect next year’s population. 

We’re encouraging hunters to ‘go for green’ (i.e. target drakes) 
towards the end of the revised season.

Given the season start is only days away, and restrictions on 
gathering and how retailers can operate are still in place, we’d 
encourage you not to leave your licence and gear purchases until 
the last minute. Get in as soon as you can to avoid queues, and then 
use your remaining time wisely to ensure you are all set to go on 
Saturday, May 23.  So, what can hunters expect from this season? 

On the eve of the last Opening we predicted the best season in 
recent years, and we weren’t wrong – the number of mallards that 
were around, and birds subsequently bagged, even silenced the 
small group of usual naysayers. Well, observations before we went 

into lockdown suggest that the 2020 game bird season could shape 
up to be even better. 

What is becoming increasingly apparent from our records is that the 
lower North Island, particularly the Manawatu, has a robust population 
of mallards and the numbers continue to trend up. We have no 
reason to believe that has changed for this season. 

During our parrie counts this year big numbers of mallards were seen 
congregating in Manawatu on any pond close to maize crops. In 
Wairarapa we were also encouraged to observe excellent numbers of 
mallards on almost every water body we flew over, even tiny pothole 
ponds in the dry northern part of the region. 

Hunters can also be positive in the knowledge there has been another 
exceptional breeding period for mallards in this part of the world. The 
weather and feed availability allowed early and late breeding, with 
no major floods to take a toll on brood survival. Over the past two or 
three years many hunters have been noticing ducklings both very 
early and late in the breeding cycle, meaning multiple broods are 
being reared by hens. 

Lower North Island hunters have plenty to be excited about as the 
2020 game bird Opening Weekend finally approaches. Make sure 
you’ve got your licence and are all set for the season ahead! We wish 
you safe and happy hunting and ask that you adhere to the Covid-19 
Level 2 requirements. 

Photo: Hamish Carnachan.

REVISED DATES  FOR 2020 SEASON* Opening Day: Saturday,  
May 23, 2020* Waterfowl season to be  

extended to July 12, 2020
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WILD WEATHER BRINGS BEST HUNTING
Many hunters pack up their gear after Opening weekend, and it doesn’t see the light of day again 
until the following season. In light of the events around the Covid-19 outbreak, however, we’d like 
to hope this season is different and you’ll make the most of everyday available.  At any rate, those 
shooters who pack things in early often miss out on the best hunting conditions because the optimum 
weather for waterfowling is wild and windy, and often this doesn’t arrive until after the traditional first 
weekend in May. 

Perhaps, then, the delayed start this season could be a blessing in disguise… 

There’s a saying that 10 per cent of hunters shoot 90 per cent of the birds. You can bet that those 
hunters are the ones who keep a close eye on the weather and ensure that they’re in the right place, 
at the right time, for when it arrives. The trick is to be at your given hunting spot and be all set up in 
advance of a weather system hitting. In our part of the world the most productive weather patterns for 
duck hunting are very strong nor-westers and big southerly fronts as these pack the most energy and 
force ducks to move for cover. 

If you’re in place when the weather swings dramatically from nor-west to south, as it can in winter in 
a matter of hours, you’re going to be in for some amazing action. It means coming to terms with your 
inner weather nerd. 

Study the isobar maps, get regular 
updates and download a weather 
app so you can keep a constant 
watch on approaching fronts and 
their impending arrival time. If you 
want a really easy option, then sign 
up to our Weekly Hunting Report. 
Each Thursday we send out the 
latest hunting conditions and 
forecasts, along with tips and intel 
and other handy info to help you 
plan a successful outing. If you’d 
like to receive the report, email us 
wellington@fishandgame.org.nz

The leading edge of southerly heading up Lake 

Wairarapa - such weather really gets birds moving: 

Hamish Carnachan.

The prospect of finally getting into some game birds is exciting but 
hunters must observe the Level 2 public health and travel requirements. 
Photo: Hamish Carnachan.

As we have all been repeatedly informed, Level 
2 is still far from ‘normal’ conditions and carries 
public health and travel restrictions that must be 
met. 

This means changes to the way we hunt game 
birds this season, and all hunters are expected 
to play their part so that we aren’t forced back 
to more restricted alert levels because of a 
resurgence of Covid-19. 

Under level 2 it is expected that hunting is 
carried out without risk, and within a small group 
of less than 10. Appropriate social distancing 
is required and hunters are advised to stick 
to areas you know well and hunt within your 
capabilities. 

Key points for hunting under Alert Level 2 
include:

• Your 2019 tag attached to your maimai is valid 
for this season if you have a 2020 game bird 
licence.

• You are permitted to travel to your maimai to 
prep it ahead of Opening if your movements 
comply with Level 2 regulations  
(see www.covid-19.govt.nz).

• Inter-regional travel is allowed

• You can travel to your hunting spot using all 
forms of transport including boats.

• Hunting in a small group is best practice. 

• It is advised to note down who you have come 
in contact with to allow tracing. 

• Be safe so you do not need rescuing or 
emergency services.   

There is more information available on the 
Government’s website – www.covid-19.govt.nz 
– as well as Fish & Game’s – www.fishandgame.
org.nz

If you are still in any doubt about hunting 
conditions, always err on the side of caution. 

HUNTING 
UNDER LEVEL 2

A weather map to warm any hunter’s heart.  Metservice

REVISED DATES FOR 
2020 SEASON
The 2020 game bird hunting season will 
start Saturday, May 23, 2020. 

The end of the main waterfowl season is 
extended to Sunday, July 12, 2020. 

The upland game season remains the 
same closing on Sunday, August 30, 
2020.
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Lower North Island game birders have plenty of public hunting 
opportunities available close by. Wellington and Hutt hunters have only 
got a short drive over the hill to Lake Wairarapa where there’s ample 
water for a quick-fire shoot when the weather plays its part by blowing a 
gale.  Only 25 minutes’ drive from Masterton, local hunters really do have 
a superb spot right on the doorstep in the lake too, and of course there are 
the myriad of surrounding wetlands on the eastern and southern shores. 

Opening Weekend shooting on the lake and wetlands is strictly 
limited to standholders, however, anyone can use the maimais if they 
are unoccupied after 7.30am. Alternatively, simply find a likely spot a 
safe distance from others and settle in under some makeshift cover. 
Hunters wanting to shoot the lake and wetlands must purchase an 
access permit from Wellington Fish & Game; a separate permit is also 
required for hunting the JK Donald block. 

Rivers also make for a fun evening hunt given the right conditions. 
The Ruamahanga is worth a look for a quick-fire hunt after work 
for Wairarapa residents and it’s even closer than the big lake for 
most. Bear in mind that it pays to let adjacent landowners know your 
intentions and a call into the local Police doesn’t go astray these days 
either. 

Manawatu hunters are a little more lucky when it comes to choosing 
from the dams and ponds available, but great public hunting can be 
had on the lower Manawatu River with rafts of birds often building up 
for refuge after the Opening Weekend hunts drive them from their safe 
havens. As usual, though, ask around for local access intel and be sure 
to pay a courtesy call into any neighbouring farmers – no one wants to 
get a surprise! 

Don’t forget that Manawatu game bird hunters also have the best and 
most readily accessible pheasant hunting on their doorstep. And as 
with the drier Wairarapa sites, there are parts of the Manawatu where 
local quail numbers are burgeoning. If you’re interested in giving upland 
game a shot this season, staff are only too happy to point you in the right 
direction – give us a bell on (06)3590409. 

QUICK-FIRE HUNTS 
CLOSE TO HOME

NON-TOXIC 
SHOT 
UPDATE
In 2020, hunters chasing waterfowl 
on DOC or Fish & Game-controlled land with 
sub-gauges must use non-toxic shot – nothing else – when shooting 
waterfowl within 200 metres of open water.

This is part of a three-year phase out of lead shot in sub-gauge 
shotguns with a complete ban coming into effect in 2021. If you are 
a 20g shooter, please ensure you are not carrying lead this season if 
you plan to hunt any of the wetlands administered by Wellington Fish & 
Game or on DOC land where waterfowl hunting is permitted. 

People hunting waterfowl on private land with 20g shotguns can use 
lead but 2020 will be the last season. 

There are ample places for 
itinerant hunters to shoot on 
and around Lake Wairarapa 
after Opening Weekend. 
Photo: Hamish Carnachan

The Manawatu River offers 

Palmy residents great local 

duck hunting opportunities

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR MEAT
There’s nothing worse than looking forward to cooking up some succulent 
mallard breasts only to find freezer-burned damaged meat when you open 
the bag. A couple of seasons back I became so frustrated at meat wastage 
that I rushed to the next Briscoes sale and purchased a vacuum packer. 
The machine was half price and came in for well under $100, with a couple 
of 6m rolls of packing material included. 
Meat now lasts up to two or three times longer in my freezer than normal 
bags and when you take into account the amount of food saved, the 
vacuum packer has already paid for itself.  
A vacuum packer is a cheap investment to ensure you don’t waste any 
precious game meat. Photo: Hamish Carnachan

Hunters using 20g shotguns on 
DOC or Fish & Game land must 
use non-toxic ammo this season. 
Photo: Hamish Carnachan
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Here’s a short summary of the work we’re doing on behalf of Wellington Fish & Game hunting licence holders: 

SPECIES MONITORING – Counting the 
birds

Each year we carry out intensive aerial and 
ground monitoring of mallard, paradise shelduck, 
black swan, shoveler and pukeko populations. 
This year was the sixth year we’ve banded 
mallards. All this info helps set regulations to 
ensure viable populations of game birds. 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT – Protecting 
wetlands and waterways

Hearings into regional councils’ plans have 
required our engagement – we’ve been there 
advocating strongly for waterfowl and their 
habitat to protect the lower North Island’s 
wetlands. Wellington Fish & Game also ensures 
the work we do on our own wetlands in the 
region is done in accordance with the RMA. 

WETLAND DEVELOPMENT – Creating 
habitat

We continue to oversee a number of projects 
funded by the Game Bird Habitat Trust (GBHT), 
and Wellington Fish & Game staff enjoy 
helping landowners undertaking their own 
pond development projects by providing advice 
and expertise. If you need help with a wetland 
project, please give us a call (06)3590409. 

ACCESS – Maintaining hunter access

Ensuring ongoing access to the waterfowling 
resource is an increasingly demanding area 
in which we work for hunters. As well as 
submitting on the review of the Walking Access 
Commission, this year we’ve specifically 
requested the NZ Fish & Game Council 
investigate options – political, legal and social 
– for maintaining perpetual and uninterrupted 
access for licence holders and the general 
public to all fishing and gamebird hunting 
locations. 

INFORMATION TO LICENCE HOLDERS – 
Keeping you informed

We want to ensure you get the best bang for 
your buck out of your investment in a licence. 

We want to ensure you get the best bang for 
your buck out of the investment you’ve made in 
a licence. This newsletter is intended to provide 
information, updates and hunting tips, and our 
Weekly Hunting Reports will run throughout the 
season to give you the latest weather updates 
and happenings from around the region. 

ADVOCACY – Working in and with other 
agencies

Fish & Game continues to work with DOC, 
regional councils, and community groups to 
ensure hunters’ interests are protected. We are 
actively engaged with iwi to ensure that hunter 
access to lakes – such as Lake Wairarapa – and 
wetlands continues amid Treaty settlements.

COMPLIANCE – Keeping everyone honest

Our 35 warranted rangers are active throughout 
the Wellington Fish & Game region – checking 

licences, bag limits and compliance with the 
regulations. Most hunters expect to see us 
Opening Weekend but we’re actively ranging 
throughout the season.

WORKING HARD FOR OUR HUNTERS

At a pre-Covid Wellington Fish & Game Council meeting in 
Palmerston North it was encouraging to see many young faces 
attending. Often our meetings and councils are dominated by an 
older generation of anglers and hunters – who do an excellent job 
– but to see the next generation coming through, being engaged in 
the organisation and what we do, was still a refreshing change. 

Wellington Fish & Game is a transparent, democratic organisation 
that applauds public participation, especially from our primary 
stakeholders – the licence buying public. We’d love to see you attend 
any of the regular meetings we have throughout the year (details are 
on Wellington’s homepage – www.fishandgame.org.nz).

GET ACTIVE 
ON HUNTING ISSUES

WELLINGTON FISH AND GAME COUNCIL
P.O. Box 1325, Palmerston North 4440 

Ph 06 359-0409, Fax 06 356-2780
wellington@fishandgame.org.nz 

GET YOUR 
BANDS IN
Once again we’re asking hunters to return 
their bird band information from any ducks 
they harvest wearing ‘precious metal’. A 
lot of staff and volunteer effort goes into 
banding, and information behind those 
birds is really important for us in terms 
of the long-term management of our 

ultimate game bird – the mallard duck. 

We don’t want the band back – you’re welcome to keep it – we just 
need to ask a few simple questions about where the bird was taken.  
Even if you’ve got bands lying around from several seasons ago,  
call it – 0800-BIRD-BAND.

Ducks in a trap ready for banding. 

Photo: Hamish Carnachan
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