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Hi my name is Corey Carston. I’m seeking re-election to 
the Southland Fish and Game Council.
I’m an extremely passionate fisherman and avid 
waterfowl hunter.
I work as a meat inspector for AsureQuality and am 
a columnist for NZ Hunter magazine and regular 
contributing writer for Fish and Game magazine.
I caught my first trout at 4 years old with my grandma and 
my duck hunting started when I was 7 years old.
Even when I was a small child I knew that these two 
pursuits were going to be a massive part of my life and 
need to be preserved for future generations. This is my 
way of giving back to the two sports I hold dear to my 
heart.
I have served 2 terms on council so far and am hoping to 
serve for a third. I feel I owe it to Southland hunters and 
fishermen to be part of one of the biggest changes to Fish 
and Game in its history.
The main issues that I am passionate about and that we 
are slowly starting to make some ground on is building 
better relationships with the rural sector but I feel more 
needs to be done in this area.
Limiting the usage and numbers of overseas anglers is 
another huge topic that I am hoping to address. They 
have a dramatic impact on kiwi anglers success and 
satisfaction and can have adverse effects on our often 
under pressure resource. 

CARSTON Corey
Southland

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I am a born and bred Southlander who lives in Central 
Southland with my wife and 2 children. I have a passion 
for game bird hunting and trout fishing.   It is imperative 
that we continue striving to protect, develop, maintain 
and enhance high quality natural resources that support 
and promote access to recreational hunting and fishing 
for our community into the future.    
I also believe it is crucial that the Fish and Game Council 
make decisions that maintain the integrity of the 
organisation in a positive way.  There will continue to be 
issues that impact on our resources and difficult decisions 
that need to be made.  It is important that Fish and Game 
and it’s councillors continue to have the protection and 
enhancement of fish and game habitat as their key focus.
It is vital that Fish and Game work hard to maintain a 
balanced and objective view to ensure that the hunting 
and fishing community and other parties with vested 
interests e.g. farmers, businesses, iwi, and councils have 
the opportunity together to work in a complimentary 
manner with a focus on enhancing and sustaining our 
natural resources so that our children and grandchildren 
have the opportunity to enjoy these awesome 
recreational activities.  
Hunting and fishing is part of our DNA and I look forward 
to your support so I can continue to work hard to keep 
trout fishing and game bird hunting as an integral and 
treasured part of our Southland culture.
Richie Crean.

CREAN Richie
Southland

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I am a 68-year-old retired electrical engineer. I have been 
on the Southland Fish & Game Council since 2012 and the 
NZ Fish & Game Council since 2020.
My main interest is trout fishing, especially fly fishing 
and I am the president of the Southland Fly Fishing Club. 
This allows me to help in promoting the sport and I enjoy 
helping out junior and beginner anglers.
I also take an interest in protecting access and habitat 
for both fishing and hunting as these are important NZ 
traditions. We need to keep our environment as pure 
as possible and ensure that the habitat for both fish 
and game birds is maintained to allow these species to 
survive.
I see a need to act against capture of the fishing and 
hunting resources for private gain at the expense of the 
general public. I also see a need to ensure that fishing 
access, especially to premium rivers, is still easily available 
to New Zealand anglers.
We need to continue to make hunting and fishing licences 
affordable while continuing to provide sufficient income 
for Fish & Game to manage our hunting and fishing 
resources. I would like to find a way to spend less of our 
income on legal expenses while not jeopardising the 
environment. I also see a need to try and obtain some 
income from other sources, especially those who profit 
from using the hunting and fishing resources, including 
the introduction of a guide’s licence.

HARRIS Dave
Southland

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I’m a passionate duck hunter and fisherman. I’ve enjoyed 
four terms as a councillor and want to again represent 
those wanting to preserve the great hunting and fishing 
we have here in Southland. 
With Covid 19 limiting tourists last summer we’ve had 
anglers comment that it’s been like the days of old and 
kiwis have been able to once again go back to their 
favourite back country spots.     
I want regulations introduced that ensure we can get 
this to become the norm. I want to see a guides licence 
introduced so that guides, particularly foreign guides, can 
be managed and potentially capped if needed. 
When I’m not out hunting with my dog and kids you’ll 
find me shooting skeet. I’ve made the NZ skeet team the 
past two years. I really enjoyed making the YouTube clip 
with our staff giving tips to help improve duck hunter’s 
success. 
I believe we’re the duck hunting capital of NZ. I want 
to ensure we continue to have season lengths and 
regulations based on good science to allow this to 
continue.
With the Ministerial Review findings being implemented 
we need licence holders in charge of the decisions 
needing to be made. The findings are significant. Some 
changes do need to be made. As licence holders we need 
to do what’s required to future proof our organisation. 
We need experience around the table.
A vote for me will be for someone who will fight for 
Southlanders to continue to be able to hunt and fish. 

HARTSTONGE Michael
Southland

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have 
potential conflicts of interest with Fish and Game NZ at 
the date of my nomination as:
I guide on a part time basis and am a current member 
of the New Zealand Professional Fishing Guides 
Association.
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I am a 43 year old Southlander, born and bred on a 
sheep and beef farm at Thornbury. My wife Rachael and 
I manage and live on a specialist dairy grazing farm in the 
Te Anau Basin with our 3 children for the past 14 years.
We were the recipients of a Southland Environmental 
Farm award in 2016 for the work we have done fencing 
waterways, riparian planting and creating several 
wetlands to act as waterfowl breeding habitats.
I have held both hunting and fishing licences every season 
since the age of requirement to the present day.
I spend a huge amount of time hunting and fishing with 
my teenage son who is going to be the future generation 
of hunters and anglers so my main reason for standing as 
a councillor is to see him enjoy the same opportunities to 
fish and hunt like I have had over the past 30+ years. 
I am seeking re-election for my second term as I have 
thoroughly enjoyed acting on behalf of stakeholders. 
If I were given the opportunity to represent licence 
holders, I’d work hard to be the voice of good governance 
for the management of fish and game in Te Anau and 
Southland. I will do my utmost to maintain and improve 
their hunting and fishing experiences, to protect water 
quality, habitat and access, and be available at all times to 
listen to their suggestions or concerns.  

HORRELL Craig
Te Anau

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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My name is Brad Johansen, I am 43 years old and a 
serving police officer in Invercargill. I am a born and bred 
Southlander and lived my entire life in Southland. 
I am married to Amanda and have two young children 
Brock (9) and Charlie (6).
I have been hunting waterfowl since I was about 5 years 
old and trout fishing since I could hold a rod, maybe when 
I was 3 years old. 
There are three generations of my family currently 
enjoying the fruits of what Southland has to offer in the 
way of hunting and fishing. 
I am keen to introduce more families into the sport of 
hunting and fishing as I believe it brings people together. 
I am committed to building relationships with the wider 
community, with the likes of our farmers and other local 
sporting groups.
Fish and Game are undergoing a lot of changes and now 
is the time to have a strong voice to represent our hunters 
and anglers. I believe I am the right candidate for this 
position.

JOHANSEN Brad
Southland

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I am a 68 year old retired farmer who has a huge passion 
for fly fishing and Southland rivers. I lived all my life at 
Waipahi until retiring 4 years ago to the outskirts of Gore. 
As a young boy I would ride my bike the 3 miles to the 
Waipahi River to fish. I have held a licence every year 
since.  Having run a very successful farming business for 
30 years I have learnt to work with nature and prioritise 
spending which I see as important attributes to bring to 
the council. 
With the new awareness of water quality and the setting 
up of catchment groups in Southland the future for our 
lowland stream fisheries will hopefully take a turn for the 
better.
Going forward I see the return of the tourist as the 
biggest threat to the quality of our fishing experience. 
I believe that tourist angling needs to be managed at 
a level that does not compromise the quality of the 
experience for New Zealanders. In 2016 I helped form 
Kiwianglers. [see kiwianglers.co.nz] and promote the 4 
step plan.
Other concerns:
• Access
• Recruiting young licence holders
• The ease with which the council gave our recreational 

heritage to commercialism eg Mataura rafting and 
Waiau guided rafting -fishing.

Government Review: I support,  
• majority of councillors must be hunters and anglers.
• Southland stay as a region on its own.

LINKLATER David
Gore

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I am a 45 year old father of three children running a 
sheep and beef farm in Northern Southland. I am a keen 
fisherman and avid water fowler both in terms of hunting, 
habitat protection and maintaining the resource for our 
future generations. 
Having completed one term on the council (and what a 
term it was), I believe I am well suited to understanding 
the future challenges Fish and Game will face.  With the 
new review under way, I would be a strong advocate to 
keep our Southland identity intact, and try to get more 
regional input on issues that affect our licence holders. 
Also as an organisation I believe we need to steer away 
from litigation and work alongside other parties to 
get the best results for both licence holders and the 
environment. As well as providing more opportunities for 
our shareholders.

MACGREGOR David
Gore

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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The Southland region contains some world-class trout 
fishing & gamebird resources of which many are very 
proud of – including myself.
If re-elected, this will be my third term on the council. 
We have faced some heated issues over the last term and 
although some may be quite controversial, our council 
has had to adhere to best practices and positive outcomes 
for all where possible. 
With a good governance background having involvement 
on other trusts, committees & groups, I would appreciate 
your vote of support to another term on the Southland 
Fish & Game Council.
Our family has a prolonged history with conservation, 
hunting & fishing and the outdoors, with generations 
partaking especially in and around the Waituna Wetlands 
which is one of many areas I am keen to ensure is 
protected for gamebird hunters & fishers for the future.

MCNAUGHTON Bevan
Southland

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have 
potential conflicts of interest with Fish and Game NZ at 
the date of my nomination as:  
I am an IT contractor for Fish & Game New Zealand for 
an internal system as well as for a permits system for 
Northland Fish & Game. I also do IT Support for the 
Southland Fish & Game office.
To date, no matters regarding conflict of interest have 
arisen causing conflict as none relate to the Southland 
Fish & Game Council governance. 
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Being a proud Southland born candidate and running for 
my second term as a Fish & Game councillor, I would like 
to continue to represent the hunters, fishers and farmers 
of Southland. 
As one of the heads of the largest waterfowl hunting 
communities on Facebook, NZ WATERFOWLER. I have my 
finger on the pulse as to what we as hunters need and 
what needs to be done to keep our hunting as good as it 
was in the old days. Also, working as a farmer in the rural 
community I have a knowledge of the farming industry 
that is truly needed within Fish & Game. 
Southland is a true rural community and it relies on farms 
and farming, we need to keep this at the forefront of our 
minds when making decisions, but know that as a whole 
we also need to improve. Last term I learned that you 
can’t achieve everything you want in a single term. I hope 
to be able to represent you again in another.

NORMAN Lyndon
Gore

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I will promote better management of river fisheries 
that are affected by overuse, mainly caused by overseas 
anglers, so that these rivers can provide a high-quality 
angling experience for all, with NZ resident anglers given 
priority. I will promote the setting up of angler/hunter 
liaison groups so F&G can better represent their views in 
its decision making. 
I will promote good relationships with farmers. I will 
support wetland enhancement programmes, riparian land 
protection, and native biodiversity enhancement on farm 
land in ways that benefits farmers, wildlife and fisheries. 
I will advocate for ways to change any activities, either 
urban or rural, that damage rivers wetlands and 
biodiversity, so that these activities are beneficial to the 
environment.  
I will promote better relationships with iwi and encourage 
the council to consider ways our Treaty obligations can be 
met.
I will work to improve F&G performance regarding climate 
change, by developing policies and practices amongst 
anglers and hunters to lower their carbon emissions. 
I have been trout fishing since 1960 and have hunted 
ducks in Southland for 30 years. I was the Southland 
F&G manager from 1990 to 2016. I was a Southland 
Regional councillor from 2007-2019. I have management 
and governance experience that will help F&G work 
through the government’s review to become an efficient 
and effective organisation, able to perform its statutory 
function and to represent anglers and hunters and their 
aspirations.

RODWAY Maurice
Southland
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have 
potential conflicts of interest with Fish and Game NZ at 
the date of my nomination as:   
I was the manager of the Southland Fish and Game 
Council until 2016. I know the current staff personally 
and was their manager, responsible for their 
employment contracts, until then.
I was a Southland Regional councillor up until October 
2019. F&G has made submissions to the Environment 
Court opposing the regional council’s Water and Land 
Plan which I was involved with the development and 
approval of.  
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I am a passionate angler and conservationist.
I have fished extensively throughout New Zealand and 
have concluded that Southland is New Zealand’s most 
precious region.
I previously served Otago Fish and Game as a voluntary 
ranger and elected councillor.
Now living in Wanaka my fishing is mainly in Southland.
I would like the opportunity to give back to the region, 
representing the interests of local anglers and hunters.
There are issues that need addressing:-
• angling pressure has increased significantly over the 

years. Most of the additional pressure has come from 
increased numbers of tourist anglers.  This group 
requires management. There should be a limit on the 
number of days visiting anglers are allowed to fish 
especially on sensitive back country fisheries.

• guiding has increased to an unacceptable level. A 
realistically priced guides licence is long overdue. A 
register of guides and limitation on the number of 
times they can escort clients to “blue ribbon” waters 
is needed.

• river health is vital ,and to achieve this requires 
cooperation between farmers and river users. There 
are good working examples, Aparima and Three Rivers 
catchment groups.

• duck hunting has to be encouraged and supported by 
wetland development and pond creation.

• the review of Fish and Game is a concern. I would 
like to be able to protect the future of fishing and 
game bird hunting in Southland. Fish and Game’s 
independence is vital.

TURNER Mike
Te Anau

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Married with two adult children
Employed as a shift engineer at Alliance Lorneville
Enjoyed fishing every year for the last 45 yrs
Enjoyed hunting waterfowl for the last 29 yrs
As an elected councillor I have had the privilege to help 
govern Southland Fish and Game in the roles of both a 
councillor and latterly as the chairman. I have enjoyed the 
challenge of listening to all views around the council table 
and getting the best outcomes for anglers and hunters.
Covid has caused mayhem for our overseas anglers, but it 
has been fantastic to see kiwi anglers enjoying our waters 
for their recreational enjoyment. 
Fish and Game has had a review into their operation 
and governance. This review would have reduced the 
representation of licence holders and through the 
submission process we hope to get some of that back. I 
would like to continue to represent anglers and hunters 
making decisions that have the best outcome for them.
I hope that you will give me your vote to represent you on 
the Fish and Game Council for the next three years.

WITHINGTON Lindsay
Southland

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Listed in this booklet are the profile statements 
for each candidate for the 2021 Council 
election pursuant to regulation 10 of the Fish & 
Game Council Elections Regulations 1990.
The Returning Officer of the Otago Fish & 
Game Council accepts no responsibility for the 
content or accuracy of the content contained in 
the statements as supplied by the candidates.
Below each candidate name is the sub-region 
they have selected to represent. Refer to the 
voting paper for an explanation of how the 
election results will be compiled.
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WEATHERALL Colin - Dunedin/North Coast 19
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Background and experience:
I have been a keen trout fisherman since taking up an 
academic position in Zoology and Marine Science at 
Otago University in 1981.  I retired to Wanaka in 2014, 
and now fish in Central Otago, the rivers of Southland and 
the Ohau and Tekapo canals and lakes.  I am a member 
of the Upper Clutha Anglers Club and a current F & G 
councillor (elected 2018).
I have a strong interest in the biology and ecology of 
marine and freshwater fish and invertebrates, and in the 
conservation of New Zealand’s natural resources for the 
enjoyment of kiwis.  
Priorities and Concerns:
Water quality of Central Otago rivers has deteriorated 
significantly over the last 5 years due to water abstraction, 
land use change and rampant urban development.  
F & G has an important and ongoing role in advocating 
for better management of Otago lakes and rivers and 
in supporting more research on fish and invertebrate 
ecology. I condemn continued use of the herbicide Diquat 
in futile attempts to eradicate Lagrosiphon from Lake 
Wanaka.  
The recent review of F & G (with amalgamations of 
regions and ministerial appointed councillors) might 
prove challenging as these changes are implemented.  
Councillors drawn from, and elected by, licence holders 
must hold the line in representing the best interests of 
anglers and game bird hunters.  
I would like to see 3 year fishing licences available in NZ 
and I also support increases in the cost of non-resident 
fishing licences when our borders open again.

BARKER Mike
Central Otago

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I have been fishing for many years with my friends and 
family and its time to enjoy teaching and watching my 
young lads learn the fishing highs and lows.
In the last few years, I have been an avid waterfowl 
hunter and seen the amazing prowess of the birds around 
the lower South Island. I was hooked as soon as I blew my 
first call and seen the green on that mallard drake turn its 
head and come back, now its time to make sure there is 
a future in the fish & game for the generations to come. 
My young lad is absolutely mad on mallards and it’s a 
newfound excitement that he has found within for my 
love of the game.
I am hoping to bring fresh ideas to the council and 
also advocate for the people that elect me in. I will 
always be open to new ideas to take to the table and to 
discuss things that are going great and things that need 
improved.

BELL Chris
Dunedin/North Coast

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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BOYD Rick
Lakes

I have a life-long interest in fisheries as a recreational 
fisher and through my career as a fishery biologist.  Born 
and raised in Canada where my interest in fishing and 
fisheries developed but now a kiwi after 40+ years in New 
Zealand.  My career as a fishery biologist in Canada and 
in New Zealand has exposed me to a wide spectrum of 
issues facing our angling and hunting resources.
Experience
• Current Otago F&G councillor (6 years), trustee on 

Clutha Fisheries Trust (4 years), past president and 
secretary of Upper Clutha Angling Club (14 years)

• 60 years as a recreational angler
• 45 years as a fishery biologist and analyst working on 

everything from salmon to shellfish, including 8 years 
fisheries experience in Canada

Priorities & Concerns
• Water quality and quantity, especially minimum flows
• Access – maintain and improve for future generations
• The fishery and hunting environment – lose it or 

damage it and you risk the very survival of the 
resource

• Practical management approaches to address 
increasing angling pressure, especially on back 
country fisheries

• Better resource knowledge – effective management 
requires good information based on high-quality 
science

• Respect for each other and the resource – we need 
effective two-way communication between our 
council, fishing and hunting licence holders, and 
landowners

• Maintain our ‘user-pays, user-says’ system of sports 
fish and game management

If elected, my goal is to contribute my experience to 
the Otago Fish and Game Council in protecting our 
fish and game resources for licence holders and future 
generations.
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have 
potential conflicts of interest with Fish and Game NZ at 
the date of my nomination as:
I am retired.
I am a current member of the following Angling Clubs:
• Upper Clutha Angling Club, Wanaka
• Teviot Angling Club
I am a current Trustee of the Clutha Fisheries Trust
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I have been an avid fisher and game bird hunter for in 
excess of 50 years. Since moving to Wanaka in 1989 I have 
been involved in frontline tourism, initially as a partner/
manager in Relishes Café and latterly as a fishing guide.
However, it is from a recreational angler and gamebird 
hunter’s perspective coupled with an inherent desire to 
protect NZ’s outdoor recreational heritage, that I seek 
re-election
Experience
• 27 years on Otago Fish and Game Council
• Current chairman of Clutha Fisheries Trust [ incl 12 

years as trustee]
• Past president and consistent committee member of 

Upper Clutha Angling Club [30 years]
Priorities and Beliefs
• Ongoing need to improve our water quality, quantity 

and associated habitat. Given population growth 
forecasts we need more environmentally sustainable 
management of Otago’s finite resources  

• Largely supportive of current review providing 
we retain diversity and majority in licence holder 
representation

• Past tourism demands require enlightened informed 
management to better reflect NZ’s resident licence 
holders’ priority and heritage

• Committed to free and enduring public access to 
Otago’s recreational resources. While recognising 
landowners’ property rights, I am opposed to any 
form of exclusive capture of public resources

• Further encourage participation among young anglers 
and hunters

• Commitment to regional control of Otago’s Fish and 
Game resources

• Support talented resources of Otago Fish and Game 
staff and management

If re-elected, I feel I still have the necessary energy, 
drive and enthusiasm to reflect grass root licence holder 
aspirations and continually bring those to the attention of 
council.

COLE Ian
Lakes
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have 
potential conflicts of Interest with Fish and Game NZ at 
the date of my nomination as: 
I am a member of the New Zealand Professional 
Fishing Guides Association.
As in other elections biographic details I have always 
stated that I am a fishing guide BUT that my standing 
for council has always been from a recreational 
resident licence holders’ perspective [see above]. 
Historically, at council meetings that potential conflict 
has been declared, understood and managed.
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As an avid angler, I want to see future generations have 
the same privileges we enjoy.
To do that, I believe Fish & Game needs to have:
• Regional councils adopt, and enforce, water quality 

and quantity standards that clean up our freshwater 
and restore wetlands

• Better relationships with the farming community to 
enhance access to our sport

• Positive relationships with Government to ensure high 
standards are set for freshwater

My role as an Otago councillor and now chair of the 
National Fish and Game Council (the first Otago person in 
the role for more than 30 years) has been to try to be a 
breath of fresh air in representing you in our work and in 
the media.  My priorities are;
• to fix water pollution 
• to improve relations with people important to us 
• to change and modernise our national administration, 

and;
• ensure high-quality governance throughout Fish and 

Game. 
I am always conscious that every one of us hunts or fishes 
and we must protect our sport.
In leading the implementation of the Ministerial Review, I 
confirm it will now provide what our licence holders have 
asked for, protection from political interference and good 
governance.
I offer licence holders representative experience in 
government, in owning a conservation-based tourism 
business, and as a company director, gaining planning 
governance and financial management skills to provide 
leadership to Fish & Game. 
I look forward to your continued support so I can 
represent you all for a future term.
Tight lines,
Safe hunting.

GRUBB Ray
Central Otago
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have 
potential conflicts of interest with Fish and Game NZ at 
the date of my nomination as:
Director, NZ Landcare Trust
Member (representing Fish and Game), Freshwater 
Implementation Group, Ministry for the Environment
Member, High Country Advisory Group, LINZ
Environmental Non Government Organisations Leaders 
Forum
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I am an avid Otago fisher and hunter from Dunedin.  
As a first term councillor I have been welcomed into a 
strong Otago team and I am keen for another term.  I 
bring to the team passion to protect and enhance fishing 
and hunting opportunities in Otago and management 
experience as head of a university department for 10 
years.  During my first term I have particularly enjoyed 
playing a role as a Fish and Game representative at Upper 
Taieri Wai and becoming part of the Tiaki Maniototo 
project to protect and enhance the Upper Taieri river and 
wetlands.
My priorities include:
For Fishers and Hunters
• Increasing hunting and fishing opportunities in Otago
• Access including new opportunities eg as part of the 

Tiaki Maniototo project
• Continuing to review the way we manage tourist 

anglers
• Careful monitoring of fish and game populations in a 

rapidly changing environment
For the Environment
• Wetland protection and enhancement plus creation of 

new wetlands
• Working with farmers in catchment groups to achieve 

practical environmental outcomes
• Achieving good environmental flows for rivers affected 

by deemed permits, preferably through negotiation 
and without reference to the courts

• Protecting tussock and other headwater values to 
maximise water flows into catchments in a warming 
and drying environment

• Protection of Lake Onslow
For the Future
• Retention of independence and democratic election 

as the Fish and Game review is implemented
• Ensuring the status of trout and game birds in new 

environmental legislation/RMA replacement

HIGHTON John
Dunedin/North Coast

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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My name is Mark Joyce.
I have a life-long interest in both hunting and fishing.
I was raised in Central Otago and have actively been 
involved in the outdoors since childhood.
My father, a DOC ranger, instilled in me from a young 
age the benefits that, the then Acclimatisation Society, 
provided to those that wished to both enjoy and preserve 
this quintessentially kiwi passage of rite, for future 
generations.
My grandfather was president of the Otago 
Acclimatisation Society in the 1970’s.
I am self employed in tourism and understand many of 
the challenges that Fish and Game face in these trying 
times, especially post Covid-19.
A former police officer and private investigator, 
I understand aspects of law enforcement and 
interpretation as well as having excellent problem solving 
abilities which would benefit the membership of Fish and 
Game moving forward.
I am a forward thinker and am not afraid of change, 
if necessary, to make improvement/s, should they be 
required.
A proficient listener, I hear all sides of an issue before 
making informed decisions that may affect any concerned 
parties.  
Proactive rather than reactive, I prefer to rely on facts 
when making decisions that affect the community.
I am passionate about giving back to the community 
especially in an area that I have a vested interest in and 
know I can make a difference.
It would be a privilege to serve the membership and to 
help take Fish and Game to their next level of success 
moving forward.

JOYCE Mark
Clutha

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Father, farmer, ecologist and dedicated outdoor man.
Like farming, hunting and fishing is a sixth-generation 
passion shared with my wife Lesley, our children Kirsten 
and Adam and wider family and friends.   I see this role as 
a key opportunity to actively contribute toward the future 
direction and governance of Fish and Game. 
I have a strong interest in game bird shooting and fishing, 
and along with my father have over the last 35 years 
developed and managed approximately 10 hectares of 
wetlands on our farm.
I have served four terms on the council and I am currently 
a member of the executive committee.
Key opportunities and goals for me include:
1. Promoting outdoor opportunities in fishing and 

hunting to the next generation of young people.
2. Balancing the books to increase the focus on wetland 

retention whilst keeping licence prices affordable for 
the average New Zealand family.

3. Increasing the licence fees for non-residents to reflect 
the differential in heritage investment made by New 
Zealanders.

4. Keeping our rivers clean, clear and safe through 
education and the effective utilisation of our 
waterways for all users. 

5. Providing a landowner’s perspective on both the 
recreational and commercial use and access to 
waterways.

MCINTYRE Adrian
Clutha

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.  
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Presently I am very privileged to have been representing 
you on the Otago F & G and the executive council. 
Alongside of this role I am also proudly committed to the 
Teviot Angling Club. 
My day job is nursing in a palliative care unit. 
I appreciate the world is going crazy around us and still 
with determination we as kiwis keep fighting to do what is 
right and protect what we have dearly.
Otago is indeed one of these packages and I vow with all 
my female stubbornness, dedication, and compassion to 
continue to do just that.
Sadly, we still live in an era that has so much 
environmental degradation, pollutants, land 
intensification and access issues. Still, we have some 
major issues on the rise.  We must continue to battle 
our way forward. Develop more wetlands along with 
providing more habitat.  Protect and enhance is a 
complexed but vital step to a brighter looking future.
One of my many past challenges has been the lower 
Clutha enhancement project. This involved going head-to-
head with Contact Energy. Part of their resource consent 
requirements. These talks have finally turned into a 
positive regarding replenishing and rearing our own wild 
locally imprinted salmon stock. Along with the present 
council a drastically needed hatchery developed and built 
for this purpose needs to eventuate.
For our children and our grandchildren please help me 
pass on what we should have.
If re-elected I intend to accept any challenge that gets in 
my way.

MAY Vicky 
Central Otago

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I am standing for a second term on the Otago Fish and 
Game Council.  I am 72 years old, married, with two adult 
children and one grandchild.  I live at Woodside, 30 km 
south-west of Dunedin.
I retired as technical support officer, freshwater 
ecosystems for DOC’s Otago Conservancy in 2012.  Prior 
to that, I had been the Wildlife Service’s representative 
to the Otago Acclimatisation Society Council (the 
predecessor to the Otago Fish and Game Council), from 
1975 to 1987 and from 1987 until my retirement, as the 
DOC representative to the Otago Fish and Game Council.  
I was then asked to become a co-opted member of the 
Council.  Following this I then stood for and was elected 
to the council at the last election. I am also a member of 
the Waihola-Waipori Wetlands Society.
I have been a keen angler and gamebird hunter since my 
early teenage years and my son has followed a similar 
path.  His daughter is a budding angler, also.  My daughter 
is studying science communication for her master’s 
degree at Otago University, with a particular emphasis on 
freshwater ecology.
The Otago Council has been particularly active in 
advocating for habitat retention and protection through 
the minimum flow setting process run by the ORC, and   
efforts relating to the protection of wetlands.  I wish, with 
your support to continue the governance role overseeing 
these efforts, the key to retaining and even improving 
the resources of sports fish and gamebirds available for 
sustainable harvest in the future. 

NEILSON Murray
Clutha
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I moved with my family to the Otago region in 2018 
after having served two terms as a Wellington Region 
F&G councillor. Being a lifelong fisherman, hunter, and 
outdoor enthusiast, I’ve enjoyed having the opportunity 
to serve F&G in the past and look forward to resuming my 
involvement with the Otago region.
I am a self-employed food animal veterinarian with a 
specialty in population medicine. I spend a lot of my time 
working nationally and internationally on issues related 
to biosecurity, disease surveillance and management, 
and assessment of risk as it pertains to the transmission 
of diseases between domestic animals and wildlife. This 
background has allowed me to bring unique expertise to 
council discussions, particularly around the occasional 
debates that occur between F&G and the livestock 
farming community. I have contributed directly to the 
work of the Otago council in 2019 by providing them with 
a report entitled “Strategic review of literature related 
to faecal E. coli in New Zealand mallards” to assist with 
council deliberations around this issue.
Over the next few years, F&G activities will again be 
dominated by issues related to access, water quality, 
and management of bag limits. Additionally, having 
read the February 2021 “Review of the Governance of 
Fish and Game New Zealand and the Regional Fish and 
Game Councils” report, it is clear that managing the 
challenging recommendations put forward to F&G will be 
an important agenda item for the council. 

NEUMANN Eric
Dunedin/North Coast
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have 
potential conflicts of Interest with Fish and Game NZ at 
the date of my nomination:
Served a complete term as councillor on the 
Wellington Region Fish and Game Council from 2010 
to 2012.
Served a complete term as councillor on the 
Wellington Region Fish and Game Council from 2013 
to 2015.
I am self-employed as a veterinarian and occasionally 
undertake short-term consultancies with the Ministry 
for Primary Industries on issues related to livestock. I 
have not, and do not currently, provide consultancy to 
the Department of Conservation or other government 
authorities on matters related to fish or game 
management, or habitat.
I undertake paid consultancies related to biosecurity, 
disease surveillance, and livestock production, health, 
and welfare with New Zealand livestock industry 
organisations, through my primary business “Epi-
Insight Limited”.
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I am a passionate waterfowler and outdoor enthusiast 
with a deep care for the fish and game of New Zealand 
and their environment.
I come from a farming background and currently work in 
many sectors of the farming / agriculture industry here 
in New Zealand giving me the unique opportunity to see 
what is happening out on the ground daily.
Born and raised in Otago in the heart of New Zealand 
outdoor playground, at a very young age I started out 
following dad up the many lakes and rivers and through 
the bush-clad mountains in our region, doing what I love 
most – hunting, fishing and anything outdoors. 
From my childhood I found my passion with wildlife, it 
had lead me to a life where a lot of friends would say 
“revolves around ducks”.  The amount of days I am not 
out hunting or scouting during the season can generally 
be counted on one hand.  I hunt from top to bottom of 
the Otago region every year without fail and cross a few 
regional boundaries along the way.
Coming from a farming background I believe I can assist 
with the growth of the relationship between Fish and 
Game and farmers, where we can work towards better 
environmental outcomes for our future generations to 
enjoy.  
I am keen to assist in bringing both fish and game 
opportunities to our licence holders for a sustainable long 
term future for all to enjoy.  

TREVATHAN Blair
Central Otago
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

Being a long-term gamebird hunter and angler, I have a 
real passion for the outdoors and am fully committed to 
the future of Fish & Game as an Otago organisation. 
Currently I am sitting Otago councillor with several 
terms of experience, present deputy chair and executive 
member. I’m keen to build on the work done to date and 
assist our organisation through positive governance to 
manage Otago’s wonderful natural resources. 
The organisation is going through a transformation 
following a Ministerial review. I want to bring my 
experience to that to ensure Otago licence holders get an 
organisation they can be proud of and want to support for 
a price they can afford.
In these challenging times, I have focused on 
communication with, & for, our licence holders and 
stakeholders. 
It is important that we work with our partners to 
strengthen key values with a genuine interest in the 
future, particularly landowners. Balancing water quality/
quantity, recreational access and wetland enhancement 
opportunities being a few of our keys challenges to 
address on behalf of gamebird hunters and anglers into 
the future.
We need to think of solutions today to protect what we 
enjoy now for the sake of our children and grandchildren. 
As your councillor, I bring significant RMA experience & 
wisdom of local government learnings over 4 decades to 
the table topped up with significant time as an honorary 
ranger.
I believe I have a blend of knowledge and governance 
skills that gives you a positive choice in the forthcoming 
election.

WEATHERALL Colin
Dunedin/North Coast
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I am a 63 yr old Methven doctor and lifelong fisherman, 
fishing in the CSI region since 1990. I am standing for 
CSI Fish and Game Council as I am concerned at the 
continued decline of the resource and its administration.
I offer problem solving and analytical skills that may be 
useful to policy development and governance with a view 
to ensuring future generations experience what I have 
enjoyed.
Like most, I witness the exponential degradation of local 
waters under recent stewardship. Even the canals are not 
what they were.
The review partially highlighted problems that are 
clearly affecting outcomes. Blame cannot entirely 
be laid at “Agribusiness” or “vested interests”. Much 
policy and management could be improved; Canals 
decline irrespective of the ‘usual suspects’. Is angling for 
spawning Ohau fish sporting? Or is pillaging juvenile (and 
future Rakaia run) salmon from Lake Heron sound policy?
Addressing crises requires active not passive 
management, not promotion of opportunity, because 
there is no opportunity without a resource.
F&G is supposed to be “of licence holders for licence 
holders and by licence holders”. Their sum knowledge, 
interest, skills, enthusiasm, and goodwill are far more 
than council and staff. It is irreplaceable. 
I would like effective communication policy grounded in 
cooperation.
The review has signalled diminished and more centralised 
administration. So, if you hunt or fish please vote, to 
have your interests and values reflected on council, lest 
your vote be removed by someone else, with different 
priorities.

BANNISTER Steve
Ashburton

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.



4

CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 2021 ELECTION

As a Fish & Game licence holder you’ll be reading all the 
profiles and deciding who to vote for. This shows me that 
you are obviously passionate about what is happening to 
New Zealand’s inland fishing and game birds. Especially in 
Central South Island.
I’ve been a passionate angler for 45 years, progressing 
from bait, to lure and now exclusively fly fishing, I’m now 
putting forward my name as a councillor.
Currently I’m the serving secretary of the Salmon & 
Riparian Support Trust, a member of Canterbury Anglers 
Club and SC Salmon Anglers Association. I’ve taken a keen 
interest in the salmon fishery after becoming a volunteer 
member of McKinnon’s Creek hatchery. 
Our recreational interests have been declining at an 
exponential rate, with excessive water extraction, being 
the major contributor, along with over fertilisation of the 
land, affecting both quantity and quality of our water 
and declining our trout and salmon fishery. Destruction 
of natural habitat and draining of our wetlands have 
contributed to the poor water quality in all the lower 
rivers.  All these need to stop if we are going to improve 
our fisheries and water-fowl numbers. 
During my time as a fisherman, I’ve witnessed first-hand 
the destruction of our water ways by over exploitation of 
the nature resource that New Zealanders hold so close 
to their livelihoods and recreations. Central South Island 
Council needs a new influx of members and I intend to be 
one of them. It’s time to give back to the sports I love.

CENTOFANTI Paul L
Timaru District

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Fellow gamebird and licence holders
My name is John deWit, I reside in Timaru but work in the 
Waimate district. 
In 2011, I ‘resigned’ from the Central South Island Fish 
and Game Council, I highlighted “poor governance, 
maladministration and major conflicts of interest.”
A decade later the just completed govt review of F&G 
supported myself and other CSIFGC councillors on the 
issues raised. CSIFGC issues were at the forefront of this 
review.
So, moving forward I STAND FOR CHANGE.
As with the current council, poor leadership must be 
sorted due to bureaucratic dominance.
GAMEBIRDS, I’ve had a licence for 40 years, ducks thrive 
with good habitat and no predators, CSIFGC do not help 
ducks but love the licence money. 
TIME TO CHANGE, licence holders first, not bureaucratic 
BS.
RIVERS/ENVIRONMENT, all the lowland rivers in CSIFGC 
are stuffed. CSIFGC stood by for 25 years while big 
agriculture ran wild. The rivers issues are too many to 
specify, I support the concept of Te Mana o te Wai, but if 
you want change, you need a council that will not rubber 
stamp what the bureaucrats want. 
#TIME FOR CHANGE.

deWIT John
Waimate

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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The past term on the council has been frustrating, with 
only small gains for licence holders; new strategic goals 
and policy have been developed, and moves towards 
better management of the canals, however policy is 
worthless unless it is implemented. Progress towards 
better governance has been stymied by the old guard 
who continue to show a reluctance for change, even in 
the face of the recent F&G review findings. At CSI, the tail 
still wags the dog.
I urge voters to continue to refresh your council, the 
best councillors are those that are passionate about the 
resource and its environment, please vote with careful 
consideration.
I’m standing again to continue to push for change.
• I want to see a modern, progressive council that 

embraces good governance practices, is passionate 
about protecting our fisheries, gamebirds, and their 
habitats for future generations.

• That works tirelessly for the benefit of licence-holder 
values above anything else and embraces their 
participation

• That is very active in protecting and restoring our 
fisheries, many of which are in crisis

I have a deep passion for our fisheries and their 
environments
• Extensive fisheries knowledge from 12 seasons as a 

former fishing guide
• Trustee at Future Rivers
• An appellant to the RDR’s consent application, that 

application being dropped earlier this year
• Executive member of the NZ Federation of Freshwater 

Anglers
• Self-employed at Flyshop NZ
• A strong vote for myself is a vote for proper 

governance and a positive future for your CSI Council
Please continue to refresh your council.

GERARD Steve
Ashburton
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have 
potential conflicts of Interest with Fish and Game NZ at 
the date of my nomination as: 
I am the owner operator of Flyshop NZ Ltd, our market 
is the whole of NZ, selling mostly fly fishing tackle 
to anglers. There is potential for conflicts of interest 
with a role on the F&G Council particular regarding 
regulations pertaining to tackle. 
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I am a retired police officer after 31 years service. I am 
married with two adult daughters. I reside in Glenavy on 
the banks of the Waitaki River.  
Unfortunately, I have seen the best of fishing, and I am 
now seeing a magnificent fishery go into decline.
I am actively involved in all matters involving Fish and 
Game, in general and particularly in the Waitaki Valley.  
I am an original committee member of the successful 
volunteer salmon hatchery on the Waitaki River now in its 
11th year.
I also stand for change in thinking, using science to try 
and halt the decline in our salmon and trout populations 
i.e. the Lake Heron salmon population and the recent 
findings of the otolith study. These fish are unique 
amongst fish. They need protecting.
From within Fish and Game I have been instrumental 
in having winter fishing banned on the miracle mile. I 
have also attempted to limit fishing during the rainbow 
spawning season in the Upper Ohau River, again fishing 
for world record fish in a spawning race just makes no 
sense.
 I have been mindful of licence holders funding and I have 
not cost Fish and Game licence holders, considerable 
finance, in forcing an audit of the Central South Island 
Fish and Game Council, that returned a finding that, the 
allegations that commenced this enquiry are completely 
unfounded.
I would like to be one of those that leads the Fish and 
Game Council into the future.

KOEVOET Linn
Waitaki

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Hello, my name is Craig McKenzie and standing for the 
Ashburton sub-region in the Central South Island. I am 
a 57 year old, living in Ashburton, working in the rural 
sector, mainly in Canterbury. 
I am standing for re-election as I believe there must 
be a dedicated gamebird hunter on the council, and I 
have been through, and understand and abide by the 
governance training given by Graeme Nahkies.
I feel that there is much more for me to achieve on the 
CSI Council, particularly around gamebird habitat, both 
restoration and maintenance. 
I grew up on our family sheep farm on the banks of the 
Rangitata River at Ealing, where I received my love of the 
outdoors.
I am standing for the Central South Island region because 
I believe that I have something positive to offer to the 
betterment of our sports and to work forward to ensure 
that we have one of the premier regions in New Zealand 
for gamebird hunting and fishing, with high participation 
rates and a sustainable harvest. 
I believe that the biggest issues going forward for us will 
be the acceptability of our pastime and access to the 
outdoors. I will work to ensure that access is maintained 
or improved and the public, (and private,) perception of 
our sports is kept in high regard.
In conclusion I would be a great addition to the Central 
South Island Council, a hardworking, ethical, lead by 
example type of councillor. 

MCKENZIE Craig
Ashburton

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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As an extremely keen angler and game bird hunter, I have 
decided to run in this election for the Fish and Game 
Council. 
Having a family holiday home in Twizel, I spend most 
of my free time in the Mackenzie Basin area chasing 
trout in the high country streams along with fishing the 
canals, the lakes and chasing sea-run trout and salmon 
around the local Canterbury river mouths (all with limited 
success). I believe that the fishery we have in the Central 
South Island is a fantastic resource that needs to be 
maintained, both by proper management, but also by 
maintaining and creating new access for fishermen and 
hunters alike. 
I believe I would be ideally suited for this role, having 
been an honorary fish and game ranger for the last four 
years. This role sees me out in the field, talking to anglers 
and hunters alike, getting their feedback on the state 
of the fishery, what they think is working well and what 
they think needs to be worked on. Most of my ranging 
is undertaken in the Mackenzie Basin so most of the 
feedback I get comes from that area, this is why I’ve 
chosen to run for that area.
Thank you for taking the time to read my candidate 
statement. 

NILES Nic
Mackenzie

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

Hi, my name is Dean Rattray. I am 51 years old and born 
in Ashburton and lived here my whole life. I am currently 
employed by a local transport company as a dispatcher 
and work at the EA Networks Centre Gym as a group fit 
instructor teaching two spin classes a week.  
I grew up on a farm at Wakanui. I am married to Karin and 
have 3 adult children and 7 grandchildren. Both Karin and 
I are avid fishermen and gamebird hunters and are very 
passionate about both, whether its in the high country or 
on the plains, as are our children and grandchildren. 
I have been an honorary ranger for Fish and Game in the 
CSI region for several years and enjoy interaction with 
others and sharing knowledge to anyone that wants to 
listen. I would like to join our council because I have a 
great cross section of our freshwater fishery and of our 
gamebird hunting with a passionate representation of 
both. 
I would be very disappointed if our resources depleted 
that much that my or anyone’s children or grandchildren 
missed out on the opportunities and life skills that I have 
been most fortunate to have. I believe our environment is 
something special and love sharing it and teaching others 
young or old how to fish, hunt and gather as a rewarding 
way to feed our family. 
Thank you for your time.

RATTRAY Dean
Ashburton
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As a first-time member of council in 2018, and chair 
since 2019, I have been pleased to lead an overhaul of 
our governance framework — which led the Ministerial 
Review to commend our region for good practice 
and its “comprehensive, modern suite of governance 
documents” (Review Report, April 2021). 
A priority for council in the coming term must be to 
ensure that the proposed “amalgamation” of regions 
— and any other restructuring of the Fish and Game 
organisation — is not imposed from Wellington but 
is negotiated with our region’s licence holders and 
supported by you. 
Council’s duty continues to be to manage, maintain 
and enhance our sports fish and game resources in the 
recreational interests of anglers and hunters. This is ever 
more challenging, in light of the loss and degradation 
of our water and the budgetary impact of covid-related 
restrictions. Our environment and our sports are at a 
critical point. Please vote for responsible stewardship.
Thank you for your vote. 
E mihi ana ki te hunga e pōti ana i au.

SIMPSON Andrew
Ashburton

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.



13

CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 2021 ELECTION

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

Hi, I am 46, live in Ashburton, and have fished all my life.
I currently have a job that is problem solving and repair 
work, so I am practical.
My fishing is my passion, it’s my life.
I actively fish most weekends and more, so to say I get out 
quite a bit to fish is an understatement. 
The canal fishery in the Mackenzie Basin is a place I have 
spent many hours and many days sometimes weekend 
after weekend. Over 20 plus years. Yes, sadly I’ve seen a 
decline in just a few recent years.
A lot of us have seen depletions in our resources not just 
in one area but many. A lot of the time you can observe 
what’s going to happen before it does. From salmon 
fishing to sea run trout, lakes, and local rivers there are 
issues.
The resource is not going to sustain itself without change 
in management and processes. 
My thoughts are, there needs to be a more proactive 
approach to situations as they arise so we all can have a 
great fishery for the future.
I’d like the opportunity to do more for the fisheries, and 
if elected I hope to contribute with the other councilors 
that share my passion for the resource.

STANGER Clark
Mackenzie
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I am a 53-year-old avid hunter and fisherman who is 
passionate about getting out in our great country and 
enjoying the many fishing and hunting opportunities. 
I grew up on a farm near the banks of the Rakaia River 
where I developed my love of salmon fishing, fly fishing 
and hunting.
I believe we need to ensure the ability to fish and 
hunt sustainably, not only for my children, but all 
future children. We are in interesting times and facing 
interesting challenges, such as, access to hunting and 
fishing, foreign ownership of our high-country stations, 
increasing demands for water usage and keeping our 
rivers in the best state possible.
I am a business owner in the technology sector and 
married with two young adults that I have introduced to 
hunting and fishing.
Using my 25 years senior management experience, I am 
enthusiastic about helping to enhance Fish and Game 
policies, supporting staff actions that focus on providing 
access and returning water quality of our rivers and 
waterways to levels that satisfy anglers and shooters.
I feel the revenue and funding model needs to be 
addressed to enable our region to deal with local issues 
such as fish screens and water intakes on our local 
waterways, investigating all opportunities to increase 
sports fish and game bird populations, developing and 
enhancing wetlands providing advice on environmentally 
sustainable farming practices and advocating for clean 
water.

BARRON Dave

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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As an avid game bird hunter and fisherman, I have been 
heartened by the recent Ministerial Review, specifically 
its focus on improved governance and stakeholder 
relationships.
Fish and Game councils have never been short of 
passionate sports people and to this extent I’ve never 
believed myself to offer anything different. 
The Ministerial Review and its intent allows the 
opportunity for me to contribute by way of my 
professional and governance experience in addition to my 
desire to see recreational fishing and hunting persevered 
for generations to come.
I believe that my 20+ years in senior executive and 
governance roles will allow me to represent the 
wider views of licence holders in what will likely be an 
increasingly fluid environment as the council seeks to 
meet the expectations of all stakeholders.
I’m not at all threatened by what may lie ahead and only 
see opportunity in engaging with government, regional 
councils, iwi, and landowners as we strive to develop a 
comprehensive strategic plan for fish and game in our 
region.

BUNTING Grant

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I have been a keen trout fisher and game bird hunter 
since I was a boy living on the West Coast. I am a 
particularly keen fly fisher with a passion for fishing back 
country rivers. 
I am also a keen deer hunter. 
I was a member of the inaugural West Coast Fish and 
Game Council from 1991 to 1996 and was their appointee 
to the New Zealand Fish and Game Council, a position I 
held for 5 years until I moved to Christchurch. I currently 
work for an engineering consultancy firm as a member of 
a team of road and traffic engineers responsible for the 
maintenance and operation of state highways in North 
Canterbury. 
As a current member of the North Canterbury Fish and 
Game Council and the Water and Wildlife Habitat Trust 
I have a passionate interest in the management of our 
sports fish and gamebird resource with a strong focus on 
sustainable management of the habitat. 
In November 2020 I was appointed by North Canterbury 
Fish and Game Council to the NZ Fish and Game Council, 
a position that I still hold. 
I understand the importance of good governance and 
have contributed to and fully support the recent changes 
made to re-establish our region as one of the premier 
Fish and Game regions in New Zealand. I believe that I 
can continue to make a meaningful contribution to the 
council based on wide ranging practical experience and a 
strong understanding of the legal framework surrounding 
habitat protection.

COLL Dave

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I have been a lifelong spin and fly fisher.
As part of my degree in Zoology I studied fish and 
fisheries gaining a strong appreciation of the variables 
affecting trout and salmon populations and the kind 
of healthy environments in which all species flourish. 
At present I am reading about the changing world 
ecosystems relating to salmon in an endeavour to 
understand some of the reasons for our dwindling salmon 
stocks and possible remedial measures.
Most of my fishing has been in the estuarine waters, 
rivers and canals of the South Island. My experience also 
extends to Australia and Alaska.
I belong to the Canterbury Anglers Club and the New 
Zealand Handloaders Association. I have some past 
experience in game bird shooting.
I support good relationships with NIWA, the Cawthorne 
Institute and the Department of Conservation and other 
organisations that support careful water management 
and healthy waterways.
I acknowledge the efforts farmers are making with 
catchment planting, fertigation, regenerative farming, 
biodiversity developments, specialty breeding and 
pasture improvement in order to reduce nitrogen 
application, leaching and runoff. We need to work 
alongside farmers.
In the future it would be most worthwhile to see local 
facilities for the young, elderly and disabled so they can 
have outings to enjoy freshwater environments and the 
immense pleasure and relaxation that fishing can provide.
Your vote will mean strong strategic action towards 
healthier waterways, restoring our trout and salmon 
numbers and more fun for you in our fisheries and game 
bird areas!

COSTER Niall

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I’m a passionate game bird hunter and amateur fisherman 
living in Leeston with my young family, just a stone’s 
throw away from the mighty wetland of Lake Ellesmere / 
Te Waihora.
An avid outdoorsman, I love eating wild game and cherish 
the positive benefits these sports have on my physical and 
mental wellbeing. 
My reasons for applying beyond that of wanting to give 
back and help future-proof the organisation that gives my 
family, friends and I so much joy, is I believe I can bring a 
very relevant and up to date perspective on what hunters 
and anglers see as the state of our resources and what 
our licence holders want.
Topics such as season lengths, bag limits, hunter/angler 
access and new opportunities are all areas I believe I can 
offer valuable insight.
I think our Fish & Game regions do a great and sometimes 
thankless job, and we don’t need vast changes to an 
already winning formula. In saying that, public perception 
is an area that requires improvement through better 
messaging (by fully utilising tools like social media) and 
working more collaboratively with key stakeholders 
like farmers and iwi. I totally understand Fish & Game’s 
freshwater mandate and how important it is for the 
long-term health of our sport, but believe farmers and 
landowners need to feel like part of the solution, not the 
problem. 
A vote for me is a vote for common sense and the best 
interests of our future hunters and anglers.

DULEY Willie

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I’m excited to offer my energy and skillset to the present 
and future outdoors people of North Canterbury and 
strive to ensure sustainable resources, encourage 
inclusiveness towards new participants, and to defend 
and strengthen access within our region. If elected as a 
first-time councillor, I will seek to draw on lessons from 
the past and from returning councillors and combine 
these with my own insights and wider community 
perspectives. I hope that the skills from my role as a 
chartered professional engineer can offer a valuable 
perspective and assist with making healthy and enduring 
decisions which benefit many people into the future.
I am a keen angler and spend the majority of my time 
in the high-country waterways of North Canterbury, 
exploring these primarily by foot or mountain bike. My 
passions include helping people to discover the outdoors, 
and seeing both the declining quality of our local habitats 
and the quantity of resources in them turned around for 
the better.

EXTON Ben

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.



9

NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 2021 ELECTION

Hi my name is Harry I’ve been a licence holder for 15 
years now and I have grown up in the Ellesmere region 
which is where I found my passion for game bird hunting 
and fly fishing. 
I also work in the rural sector doing habitat restoration 
where we have done a variety of projects around the 
Ellesmere region and we have seen a lot of improvements 
in these habitats from an increasing amount of trout 
redds as well as game bird nesting sites. 
If I get into council I would like to see more of this kind 
of work done in our region so that into the future we 
have better environments for our trout and game birds to 
thrive in.

GRAHAM-SAMSON Harry

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future. 

As an accomplished and a highly organised operations 
manager who after 12 years of professional experience 
managing complex projects in the sporting industry at 
Mainland Football, I am eager to join Fish & Game to help 
define and implement strategies, track progress against 
goals, and manage projects that can be executed within 
deadlines. At Mainland Football, I successfully delivered a 
NZ Football initiative with a four-year project modernising 
back-end functionalities to over 16,000 members and 43 
clubs that introduced the sport to the digital membership 
world. Currently a member of Mainland Football 
Disciplinary Committee (voluntary and unpaid)
Core Skills
• Business acumen
• Data mining
• Client relations
• Strategic thinking
• Verbal and presentation skills
• Project management
• Collaboration
• Critical thinking
• Problem solving

GRANT Colin
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I have been living in the North Canterbury region for 
about a year after relocating from Hastings, Hawke’s Bay 
in 2020. Though comparatively new to the region I have 
spent a lot of time driving to locations of interest and 
I’m sure my knowledge of the region and its wildlife will 
expand greatly over the period.
I am semi-retired but hold a position for an overseas 
company based in Spain, teaching English to international 
students. Before that I was involved in the horticultural 
industry.
Since my early twenties I have had a passionate interest 
in all forms of fishing and hunting, but especially in trout 
fishing and duck hunting. While I was in the Bay I fished 
many of the smaller backcountry rivers and streams and 
have shot wild duck on various types of habitat, though 
more especially ponds, swamps and small creeks. 
I have noticed a lot of changes over the years and in 
particular loss or degradation of habitat have been of 
major concern to me. Over the period I observed a steady 
decline in fish numbers and also in some species of 
waterfowl. Though I was not involved in the F & G Council 
in Hawke’s Bay I now wish I had been. 
Even in my short stay in the Waimakariri region I have 
witnessed habitat loss due to drainage of wetlands. If 
elected I would be a strong advocate of habitat retention 
and also in the upgrade and improvement of existing 
waterways. 

HYDE Stewart

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future. 
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I am a sitting councillor and honorary ranger with a 
keen interest in game birds and the sport fishery. In 
advocating for our environment and waterways, I have 
been a submitter to conservation order and resource 
consent hearings and have been active in trying to restore 
camping and access opportunities at and around Lake 
Coleridge. I see the serious decline in the sport fishery, 
especially in lowland waterways. The first step is to 
acknowledge and identify the problems and give urgent 
attention to finding a solution. 
Over a long period, we have enhanced many of our 
high-country lakes with hatchery releases of trout, but 
currently have no hatchery. While we have dodged a 
bullet with no tourist activity recently, the poor lowland 
fishery will see more concentrated angler effort in the 
high country and I believe that in the future we will 
have to again have a release programme to maintain 
trout numbers. This should be part of a special funding 
application to NZ Council and as we have subsidised many 
regions in the past with our levies, now is the time for us 
to receive assistance.
I am hopeful that the new council will support the re-
introduction of a youth programme as an investment in 
the future for young hunters and fishers, and support the 
use of Lake Lyndon as a “put and take” fishery as a next 
step from fishing at the Groynes.
I am keen to retain my position as a councillor and would 
appreciate your support.

ISITT Trevor Lewis



13

NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 2021 ELECTION

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I have been an extremely passionate angler for over 15 
years since catching my first trout as a 4-year-old and 
have also recently become an avid gamebird hunter. 
Growing up fishing in North Canterbury, I was able to 
experience and appreciate the endless opportunities 
freshwater anglers in the region have, such as the world 
class headwater trout, which is arguably the best in the 
country and sea-run salmon fisheries. 
Having enjoyed and appreciated what we have, I feel 
it is important that these assets are well represented 
within the North Canterbury council. As an angler that 
is and has been constantly out there, I have expansive 
experience that I am keen to bring to the council to help 
protect and improve these precious resources. In a world 
where environmental degradation and climate change 
are becoming a forefront issue, I think it is important that 
we do what we can to maintain and restore habitats for 
our fish and gamebirds. Fishing is something that has 
brought me such happiness over the years, I want future 
generations to be able to enjoy the same experiences that 
I have had.

JONES Matt
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I currently live just north of Auckland but am in the 
process of moving to North Canterbury. We have just 
purchased in an olive grove in Hurunui. I have been 
a keen fisherman for over 60 years. Trout fishing in 
Tarawera for the last 20 years.
I am the owner of 4 small companies involved in 
everything from marine engineering to meth testing. I 
have also served on the boards of Alzheimers NZ and 
Motorsport NZ.
I am not an avid greeny but I do like to think I bring a 
sensible sustainable perspective to both my business and 
private life. 
My motivation in standing for election is to try and make 
a difference, to help leave things in a better state than I 
found them.

LEGGE Gordon Robert Edwin



15

NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 2021 ELECTION

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

As a candidate for the forthcoming elections I am 
honoured to be selected as a representative of the 
Canterbury Fly Fishing Club to advocate for all freshwater 
anglers and game bird hunters.
I have a set of skills that was highlighted in the recent 
review to further the interests of anglers and game bird 
hunters
• 20 years experience and proven record of advocating 

at a national level
• served two terms on the PSA environment sector 

one of which was vice chairman. This is an arm of the 
governance of New Zealand’s biggest union

• spent five years in a special investigation unit of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries investigating 
breaches of legislative requirements

If elected my pledge to all anglers and hunters is to 
work tirelessly on your behalf to ensure the ongoing 
sustainability of the fishery and game bird hunting 
and enhance those opportunities that our forefathers 
bestowed on us as part of our heritage that being the 
outdoor recreation of fishing and hunting.

LLOYD Ken
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I’ve been lucky enough to be brought up in a family that 
lives their lives based around the fishing and hunting 
seasons we have on offer here in New Zealand. My 
27 years have been spent anywhere between North 
Canterbury and the deep south chasing ducks, trout 
and salmon. Living in Selwyn for over a decade now and 
working as a builder, my time is spent predominantly 
on the numerous lake and river systems all over North 
Canterbury and the Central South Island making the most 
of what we have available. 
Having kids of my own now has really enforced my beliefs 
in preserving and enhancing the opportunities we have to 
put food on our table and looking after the access to the 
places we go to for a reset from our everyday lives. It has 
also brought on an extra level of enthusiasm for getting 
the next generation of young ones involved and educated 
on the hunting and fishing opportunities on offer. I believe 
these resources are heavily under-utilised by the general 
public, particularly when a lot of people are placing far 
more importance on mental health and looking for more 
free range/organic food options. 
I believe I have a solid platform of knowledge, an 
eagerness to learn and the drive to improve our fishing 
and hunting opportunities available to licence holders.

MCKENZIE Callum
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My name is Jarrad Mehlhopt and I’m a passionate 
waterfowler and very novice angler. I have been hunting 
big and small game from a very early age and now teach 
my young son how things are done.
I’m standing for council because I want all young New 
Zealanders to grow up having the same experiences that 
I did and without a voice we could lose it all. I work with 
the agriculture sector daily and understand the need for 
all of us to work together to achieve a common goal.
I believe a huge part in going forward is breeding grounds 
for both fish and game birds, without this we have no 
future in our sport. I will endeavour to make sure this 
continues and work with realistic goal setting. I’m a very 
outspoken man and if I think something needs to be said I 
will not be afraid to stand up and voice my opinion.
Thanks.

MEHLHOPT Jarrad

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I am a 43-year-old fourth-generation salmon, trout and 
game bird hunter. I have a young family who are just as 
passionate. I am a dairy farmer on the family farm in 
Springston with over 26 years experience running this 
business. 
In 2016 I received the Working with Nature Award for 
recognition of outstanding efforts to improve freshwater 
habitat. In 2017 I was co-opted on to the North 
Canterbury Fish & game Council. I stood in 2018 and was 
elected. I have represented NC on the National Sea Run 
Salmon Committee. I have filled in where required at the 
National Council meetings. 
I am open and honest in my opinions and feel myself to 
be evidence-based and solution orientated. I have been 
involved with salmon rescue and volunteer egg harvesting 
at Montrose. In addition, I’ve worked with DOC and Living 
Waters on waterway restoration. 
This council needs to continue with its plan to obtain 
better funding for this region. Over this last term we 
have uncovered significant funding inequity between our 
region and others throughout NZ and this needs to be a 
major priority for our region. We need to be able to look 
after what we still have and get back what we have lost.
I stand behind NCF&GC in working hard to achieve a 
high standard for our five priorities: habitat protection 
and enhancement, engaging stakeholders, improving 
the financial position, recovery of the trout and salmon 
fishery and our relationship with iwi.

MUSSON Phillip
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A keen salmon fisherman, hunter, white-baiter and proud 
dad. 
As an existing elected F&G councillor, this term we had to 
tackle a lot of challenges including:
• Employing a new manager with the right skill set
• Repaying the money taken from the McIntyre bequest 
• Returning NC to a sound financial position 
Our council is still under funded compared to other 
regions. Half of our licence income is taxed by New 
Zealand Council and distributed to other regions. Last 
year term I was nominated by our council to represent 
the interests of North Canterbury in the newly appointed 
NZC Strategic Finance Committee. This committee have 
made some good gains and there is now a resource 
allocation project underway to distribute licence income 
where it is needed most. If re-elected I will keep the 
pressure on NZC.
Unfortunately, the money issues are an unnecessary 
distraction from the challenges facing our local fishery 
and game habitat. We’re at a critical cross-road regarding 
water quality and habitat protection. Our kiwi lifestyle is 
at risk. Sustainable development is one of those ‘greenie’ 
terms, but it simply means putting food on the table and 
leaving the environment in the same condition, or better, 
for our children and their children. At the moment this 
equilibrium is out of balance. I’m an advocate for working 
collaboratively with the farming community to achieve 
these shared goals, to protect our fishing and hunting 
recreational pastime so our kids can enjoy the same.

O’KEEFE Richard

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I am an active angler and game bird hunter. Having grown 
up around Te Waihora Lake Ellesmere and the Selwyn 
River, I have experienced at first-hand the pressures that 
have degraded our precious environment. The advocacy 
that Fish and Game does on behalf of our licence holders 
and the environment is critical for the future of our 
precious fisheries and game bird habitats.
As the current chair of council, I am proud of the brave 
and difficult decisions the council has made this term. In 
consultation with anglers and hunters we have changed 
the way we approach many aspects of our work. Among 
notable achievements we have:
• Reinstated funds diverted from the McIntyre bequest 
• Restored our reserves while operating within our 

budget 
• Developed a new salmon management strategy 
• Secured funding for a spawning habitat restoration 

project in the Canterbury high country
• Introduced additional hunting opportunities (a 

summer duck season and longer pheasant season) 
• Implemented a trial regime to control pressure on the 

back-country fishery 
• Advocated for improved funding for North Canterbury 

Fish and Game. 
It is vital that Fish and Game be effective in securing the 
future viability of our fisheries and game bird habitats. 
However, despite the progress we have made, the 
transformation of this region back to a “jewel in the 
crown” is not complete and I am seeking your support for 
re-election.

STRONG Alan John
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Listed in this booklet are the profile statements 
for each candidate for the 2021 Council 
election pursuant to regulation 10 of the Fish & 
Game Council Elections Regulations 1990.
The Returning Officer of the Wellington Fish & 
Game Council accepts no responsibility for the 
content or accuracy of the content contained in 
the statements as supplied by the candidates.
Below each candidate name is the sub-region 
they have selected to represent. Refer to the 
voting paper for an explanation of how the 
election results will be compiled.

BROWN Steve - Northern 3

COOK Jim - Northern 4

DEWAR Paul - Southern 5

FRANCIS Malcolm - Southern 6

HANCOCK John - Eastern 7

HASLETT Steve - Northern 8

JOHNSON Leigh - Northern 9

MCGREGOR Andrew - Northern 10

MCINTYRE Richard - Southern 11

PASSEY Aaron - Eastern 12

RENOR John - Eastern 13

SCOTT Don - Northern 14

SHORE Colin William - Eastern 15

TAYLOR Damon - Southern 16

YANKO Jennifer - Northern 17
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First of all, I need to disclose that I am a fishing addict! I 
have been involved in numerous fishing organisations and 
a member of the Manawatu Fly Fishing Club for the last 
30 years. I have represented NZ nine times in the Silver 
Flies team, have captained the team twice and have been 
on the committee for over ten years. I have previously 
served nine years on the Wellington F&G Council from 
the late 1990s. I have other governance experience as 
a member of the Manawatu Master Builders executive, 
including being president for three years.
The reason I am standing again is that I believe that the 
recent review of F&G has pointed out some shortcomings 
in our organisation, things that I have thought about since 
my time on council. In my view, we are bogged down with 
rules rather than focusing on the bigger picture of how to 
manage the fishery sustainably to enable fishing for all. 
Making the rules around trout fishing complicated does 
nothing to encourage new people into fishing, nor does 
it save the fishery. We want more people fishing because 
the more people involved, the more politically powerful 
we become.
Managing the fisheries into the future we have to 
be more diverse in our thinking and get everyone on 
board. After what I have seen in the last ten years the 
environment stands out to be number one for fish 
survival, and we need to ensure this is where our focus 
remains.

BROWN Steve
Northern

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I am a keen angler and hunter and wish to continue to 
represent the best interests of hunters and anglers in the 
Wellington Region. 
Having been a councillor for last three terms, I think 
it’s important we have some continuity and experience 
amongst the elected governors for the next period of 
change that will strongly influence the future shape and 
direction of Fish & Game. 
I am determined to maintain the best things of the Fish & 
Game system moving forward – that being representation 
of licence holders’ interests while providing access to the 
resource – while also making improvements to how to 
achieve that. The system is unique in the world, based 
on ‘user pays - user says’ principles, and has provided an 
invaluable independent advocate to maintain the fishing 
and hunting resource, which has benefited all other 
species.
I feel I have a unique situation in that I’m out in the field 
every day, and work amongst farmers every day, so have 
a pretty good handle on what’s happening with our game 
bird populations, and habitat retention (and loss) in the 
region. This unique perspective also allows me to get 
general feedback of a wide range of attitudes and ideals 
towards Fish & Game – from both licence holders and the 
wider rural community.
I’m confident that I can have good input into helping 
define best outcomes for hunters and anglers from any 
changes to Fish & Game and I do this from a position of 
experience and continued strong advocacy.  

COOK Jim
Northern

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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If you are reading this profile, you are a Fish & Game 
licence holder who like me is passionate about your game 
bird hunting and fishing, in the process of deciding who to 
vote for in the upcoming elections.
As a dedicated fisherman and occasional hunter, I am 
once again putting my name forward as a F&G councillor. 
I was a councillor and former chairman of the Wellington 
Region F&G a few years ago and now semi-retired so 
I have more time available to give back to my sport. I 
am a self-employed businessman with considerable 
governance experience having been involved in several 
organisations. Including being chairman of a not-for-profit 
charity, board member and president of Sports Fly-Fishing 
NZ for over 15 years, captain of the NZ fly-fishing team 
and currently a member of the technical board for the 
world sports fly-fishing body FIPS Mouche. 
I am a strong supporter of the Fish & Game model 
therefore my priority if elected will be to help F&G though 
the current proposed restructure the government is 
forcing upon us and to make sure all hunting and fishing 
licence holders get a fair deal, and our democratic rights 
are not removed.
Additional to this we are facing significant issues over 
water quality which is the lifeblood of our sports. Water 
conditions and quantity in rivers, lakes and wetlands 
remain a high priority, along with access to the resource 
for game bird hunters and fishermen. 
Things that we must preserve for future generations.

DEWAR Paul
Southern

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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The first time I held a fishing rod in my hand was as a 
young lad of 10 years, I spent many rewarding hours 
fishing for perch and roach that lived in some beautiful 
lakes just outside of Canterbury in Kent. That’s where 
my fishing journey began and the passion for fishing 
continues today. I have been a Fish and Game licence 
holder since the early 1970s and have been actively 
involved as a ranger for many years both in the Wellington 
and Marlborough regions. I am seeking re-election to 
the Wellington Fish and Game Regional Council. I have a 
strong belief that every New Zealander has the right to 
have access to our rivers and public wetlands. 
Over the past three years I have been a strong voice on 
council on the importance of maintaining the habitat 
of our local rivers and wetlands and ensuring that we 
provide public access so that people can continue to 
participate in their selected sport.  
One of Fish and Games key challenges has been retaining 
active ‘licence holders’ in both game birds and freshwater 
fishing. Over last 12 months we have seen an increase 
in licences sales as more New Zealanders have been out 
there on our waterways enjoying what New Zealand has 
to offer. We now have the opportunity to build on this 
new interest and explore how we can encourage and 
support both women and our younger generation to 
become actively involved in fishing or game bird hunting. 

FRANCIS Malcolm
Southern

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I am standing for the Wellington Fish & Game Council 
for a second term as I have a strong interest in effective 
conservation of our environment to enhance the sports 
fish and game resource and to protect and enhance the 
natural resource.
I am a sheep and beef farmer with a lifelong interest in 
recreational fishing and hunting, conservation and land 
protection. 
I was appointed to the Wellington Conservation Board 
in 2007 and served three terms to 2015. During this 
time, I actively interacted with stakeholders including 
Fish & Game, Deerstalkers Ass, Conservation staff and 
farmers to ensure all interests were represented.  Having 
grown up on the Pauatahanui Inlet, farmed there and 
at Moonshine Rd, Riversdale and Martinborough, I have 
good knowledge of the Wellington, Porirua, Hutt Valley, 
southern and eastern Wairarapa areas. In 2003 My wife 
and I were awarded the Innovation Award in the Ballance 
Farm Environment Awards.
I was on the regional committee advising on pest control 
for Tb eradication and understand the systems involved in 
pest control for environmental protection.
I have enjoyed maintaining contact with both fishing 
and hunting stakeholders to ensure their interests 
are represented. I would like to continue to use my 
experience and network of contacts to further the 
objectives of the Fish & Game Council and stakeholders.

HANCOCK John
Eastern

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I live in Palmerston North beside the new walkway/
cycleway. The Manawatu River is about 25 meters from 
our property boundary. So I can see the river from the 
house and for the last 15 years or so I have fly fished very 
regularly all year in and near Palmerston North. I also fish 
up as far as Taupo, but mostly in the northern part of the 
Wellington Fish and Game (F&G) region. I don’t hunt. I 
have no guns. I don’t hold a current firearms licence.
So why am I standing for election? 
Firstly, because I was approached and asked to consider. 
Secondly because F&G is at an interesting, even critical 
juncture.
Thirdly I am semi-retired, so can find the time. 
Finally, I am an Emeritus Professor of Statistics at Massey 
University with 40+ years professional experience in use 
of applied statistical methods and modelling. This covers 
a wide range of subjects. These include economics and 
accounting. More directly relevant, I have supported 
research in ecology, zoology, and botany, including 
marine and freshwater biology. I still provide statistical 
advice to Environmental Heath Intelligence New Zealand 
(EHINZ https://www.ehinz.ac.nz/) which covers a range of 
environmental health issues such as water quality. I also 
have broad experience on university, government and 
club committees.
With the recent F&G review meaning F&G at a crucial 
stage, what I offer is experience in and a voice for well 
informed, evidence-based decisions.

HASLETT Steve
Northern

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I joined the Kapiti Fly Fishing Club and committee earlier 
this year, establishing Kapiti Women on the Fly.  This 
initiative aims to grow female club membership and to 
create opportunities for women across the Wellington 
region to engage in fly fishing.  
Since 2004, I have founded, grown and sold a successful 
business, The Johnson Group.  During this period, I honed 
my strengths in building trustworthy networks while 
working with public sector agencies, deepened my public 
policy knowledge, and innovated through initiatives like 
the Skilled Migrant Programme.
I am known for approaching challenges strategically, 
connecting with empathy, networking across diverse 
groups, communicating effectively, and bringing a fresh 
perspective to issues while remaining objective. 
I have created an online business for women over 50 and 
work part-time as a Work & Life Coach.  I have undertaken 
training with the Institute of Directors and also have 
governance experience within not-for-profits and SMEs. 
I have a strong interest in social and environmental 
issues. Maintaining access to sustainable, vibrant fish 
and game habitats matters for future generations. To do 
this requires successful engagement with stakeholders, 
honouring the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi, and 
encouraging greater diversity and inclusion throughout 
fish and game activities. 
I have fished on and off for 30 years.  Mostly off!  Now I 
have the time to redress this situation and make a more 
significant contribution to our community.  

JOHNSON Leigh
Northern

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I am a very passionate gamebird hunter having been 
introduced to the sport from a young age. Over thirty 
years later my love of the sport and the birds I hunt is as 
strong as ever. 
I am a current Wellington Fish and Game councillor, 
having just completed my first three-year term.
I hunt a lot of public water and maintaining public access 
for all gamebird hunting throughout our region is very 
important to me. Going forward, keeping access open 
to gamebird hunting on public land will become more 
challenging for Wellington Fish and Game. I’m keen to 
continue to be a part of a great team fighting on behalf of 
licence holders for continued access. 
I like trout fishing throughout the summer months and 
especially enjoy getting into the backcountry rivers and 
streams. Fishing to truly wild trout is something we are 
lucky enough to be able to do in New Zealand, and I look 
forward to sharing this with my boys one day.
Over the years I’ve been fortunate enough to have had 
access on many private farms with some of the land 
owners spending considerable time and money on 
gamebird habitat enhancement. I think good relationships 
between Fish and Game and farmers is hugely important 
for the future of our sport.
Having been involved with the Wellington regions 
response to the ongoing government national review of 
Fish and Game, I’m keen to continue with this to help 
ensure the best possible outcome for our region. 

MCGREGOR Andrew
Northern

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have 
potential conflicts of interest with Fish and Game NZ at 
the date of my nomination as: 
I am an employee of Manawatu Hunting and Fishing 
where Fish and Game licences are sold. 
I am a Lake Wairarapa stand holder.
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My name is Richard McIntyre and together with my wife 
and two children I sharemilk 450 cows and lease a 180ha 
dry stock farm in the Horowhenua. 
I am a proud farmer, a passionate game bird hunter and 
an occasional freshwater angler (I own a fly rod, but I’m 
not very coordinated with it). I have held a gamebird 
licence ever since I could hold a shotgun.
I have just completed my first term as a Wellington region 
Fish and Game councillor and have been their appointee 
on the New Zealand Council since April this year. I believe 
that this next term will be critical in ensuring that the 
Ministerial Review is implemented in a way that retains 
licence holder representation while ensuring good 
governance.
Like many farmers, I am an environmentalist and a 
conservationist. I firmly believe that Fish and Game’s 
goals of improved water quality, habitat protection/
restoration and greater access can be better achieved 
through working with farmers, rather than in conflict with 
them. I’m pleased with the progress that has been made 
in this area over the last two years. 
Having completed a nutrient management course 
at Massey University, I have a good understanding 
of nutrient management and the Overseer nutrient 
modelling program.
My experience in governance and representation includes 
roles as a trustee of the New Zealand Dairy Industry 
Awards, Federated Farmers dairy vice chair and associate 
director of DairyNZ. I am currently completing the 
Fonterra Governance Development Programme.
Thank you for your support.

MCINTYRE Richard
Southern

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have 
potential conflicts of interest with Fish and Game NZ at 
the date of my nomination as:  
Federated Farmers dairy vice chair. 
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My name is Aaron Passey. I am a 39 year old farmer 
from Dannevirke, and I am seeking re-election to the 
Wellington Fish & Game Council. There are a lot of issues 
to be dealt with by Fish & Game at present and I believe 
a strong, stable council will help steer the Wellington 
region on the best possible path moving forward. A large 
number of farmers fish and shoot and it is imperative that 
the rural licence holders are fairly represented on the 
council.
I feel Wellington Fish & Game needs to continue to build 
on improving its relationships with rural landowners, and 
continue to build on promoting wetland habitat creation 
on private land. Fish & Game has expertise in this area 
and knowledge of funding opportunities and it could 
prove to be a big win for both sides. 
Access to public land for water fowling is coming under 
more and more pressure and it is vital that Wellington 
Fish & Game continue to fight to maintain existing 
access and provide new access, like the Wairarapa 
forestry blocks recently secured for upland game 
hunting. Fish & Game need to be sitting at the table 
with all the governing bodies for public land and water 
bodies, continuing to fight for our current use rights and 
highlighting the environmental work we do.
I hope to be able to continue with what I have achieved 
over the last 3 years and build on it for a brighter future 
for the Wellington Region.

PASSEY Aaron
Eastern

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have 
potential conflicts of interest with Fish and Game NZ at 
the date of my nomination as:
I am an elected representative for Federated Farmers 
dairy section and farm on an un-consented farm in a 
Horizons high priority catchment. These conflicts of 
interest have not been a problem in the current term 
and I am sure that I can manage them so as to not 
affect my ability to be a councillor for the Wellington 
Fish & Game Region in the future.
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I am 58 years old and live in Featherston, South Wairarapa 
with my wife Claire, of 30 years, we have three grown 
children. I am self-employed and I am involved in the 
community as a level one, learning to swim coach.
I have been freshwater fishing for over 32 years with 
my first catch in the Taupo area. However, I have mainly 
fished in the Wellington region. Fishing has been my place 
to go to clear my mind and to gather my thoughts. I have 
built relationships with landowners for ease of access to 
rivers for which I am grateful.
I am concerned about how we discharge urban 
wastewater into our water ways but point to farming 
as being the only source of why our water ways are not 
swimmable. The dumping of household rubbish and 
garden waste down stop banks and at river access points 
is also a concern. I believe we can no longer accept that 
our waters are wadeable. We must work together with 
both the urban and rural communities and the elected 
authorities to make a difference not just for our members, 
but for all kiwis and our children and their children to 
come. Without water quality, we do not have fish or 
game.

RENOR John
Eastern



14

WELLINGTON FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 2021 ELECTION

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I live in Palmerston North and have been a member of the 
Wellington Fish and Game Council for the last two terms. 
I am a member of the Manawatu Freshwater Anglers Club 
(current treasurer). 
I am an active flyfishing and spin fishing angler. I always 
try to promote both sets of skills to anglers, particularly 
new entrants, as it is all about getting people involved in 
fishing and into the outdoors.
My special interest is promoting and educating new 
anglers to fishing through active participation in family 
fishing and ‘kids’ fish-out days - getting people actively 
fishing and enjoying the environment. I also support 
initiatives to get new hunters involved in hunting pursuits. 
I am a retired accountant and former senior public 
servant, so I am very familiar with governance skills 
required to meet the fundamental requirements for a Fish 
and Game regional councillor. 
I believe the current system of administration within Fish 
and Game is a good one and has stood the test of time.  
We need to ensure the key elements of Fish and Game 
are retained. Any governance changes recommended 
by the Review Committee (advisors to the Minister) 
should only be implemented if for the betterment of the 
organisation. Fish and Game must remain responsive and 
reflective of the interests of fishing and gamebird hunting 
licence holders.
I pledge that if elected I will continue to promote and 
advocate in the best interests of both angling and bird 
hunting licence holders.

SCOTT Don
Northern
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I am applying for my second term as councillor with 
Wellington Fish and Game based on my experience, local 
knowledge and my strong interest in promoting and 
supporting the organisation.
Experience 
• honorary ranger for many years in the Wairarapa
• keen freshwater fisher and gamebird hunter
• ability to communicate well with the public and Fish 

and Game staff
Local Knowledge
• extensive time fishing, hunting and ranging in this 

region means I know the rivers, lakes, wetlands and 
hunting areas very well

• a good knowledge-base of the issues facing Fish 
and Game and what could be done to address 
these e.g. I have been involved with the issue of 
allocating balloted mai-mais and the standard of these 
structures on public land

Supporting Fish and Game
• potential changes due to a governmental review have 

meant we will have many important issues to deal 
with around governance and councils.

• If re-elected I will endeavour to serve our licence-
holders in a positive and meaningful way.

SHORE Colin William
Eastern
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Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.

I am 43 years old and have been an avid fly-fishing angler 
since the age of 16. I enjoy all parts of the sport, including 
fresh and saltwater fly-fishing, fly tying, rod building, and 
competitive sport fly fishing. My career as an army officer 
has meant I have lived and fished all over New Zealand, 
however, I now call the Hutt Valley my home, and the Hutt 
River as my local fishery. 
I am interested in promoting, protecting, and enhancing 
some of the great freshwater fisheries that exist within 
this region, as well as finding ways to attract new anglers 
in the sport of fly fishing. If elected, I would bring a 
strong background in planning, critical thinking, project 
management, and governance to the Wellington Fish and 
Game Council, as well as bringing a new perspective to 
the council – having never sat on in it before. 
My main motivation for running for council is to be able 
to give back in a meaningful way to a sport that has 
provided me with so much over the last several decades.  

TAYLOR Damon
Southern
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As a keen hunter and angler, I would like to put myself 
forward for election to the Wellington Fish & Game 
Council. 
I’m a passionate trout fisher and upland game hunter, 
as well as a committed large game hunter. Over the last 
five years I have enjoyed my time volunteering as part 
of the Wellington Fish & Game duck banding team, and 
have had a blast playing a part in helping hundreds of 
children get their first trout at the kids fishing day in the 
Hokowhitu Lagoon. 
I am an advocate for breaching the divide between 
hunters and non-hunters by promoting the benefits of 
wetland restoration, and better advertising the work 
undertaken by our incredible regional team. I believe our 
hunting opportunities should be viewed as a by-product 
of effective wetland management, pest control and 
habitat enhancement. 
Hunters and anglers are true conservationists and by 
showing we care for our habitat we can ensure our 
hunting and fishing is accepted by the wider community 
and continues for years to come.
If elected, I will aim to give fair stage to all aspects of Fish 
& Game with no preference to a specific game bird or fish 
species, and act in the best interests of licence holders 
to secure our future access to the hunting and fishing 
resources. My contribution will be to ensure the vision 
of Fish & Game to have a ‘user pays – user says’ model is 
maintained, and the long-term interests of licence holders 
are well served. 

YANKO Jennifer
Northern

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Listed in this booklet are the profile statements 
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election pursuant to regulation 10 of the Fish & 
Game Council Elections Regulations 1990.
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content or accuracy of the content contained in 
the statements as supplied by the candidates.
Below each candidate name is the sub-region 
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voting paper for an explanation of how the 
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I am married to Raewyn and have three adult children 
who have all grown up in the outdoors.  Hunting and 
fishing is a way of life for all the family.  We have lived 
and brought up our family in Whanganui.  Although I now 
live in Hamilton, to be close to my family, my fishing and 
hunting has been done in Taranaki Region.
I have been part of the Taranaki Fish and Game Council 
for many years and would welcome your support to allow 
me to continue representing the region’s licence holders.
History:
• I am a current Taranaki Fish & Game councillor and 

have been chairman for the past 8 years.
• I have served eight years on the New Zealand Fish & 

Game Council.
• I have been an honorary ranger for approximately 

19 years allowing me to meet a wide range of other 
sports people who share my passion while protecting 
it from those who abuse it.

My beliefs include:
• Opposing the privatisation of our resource.
• Encouraging youth into our sport.
• Seeing the licence dollar spent wisely.
• Ensuring public access to shooting and fishing.
• Continued autonomy for Fish and Game regions.
I believe I possess the ability and skills to act in the best 
interests of the Taranaki licence holders and future 
generations of likeminded fishers and hunters.
Please call me on 021 775617 if you would like any 
further information.

BLEWMAN Paul
Whanganui

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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My name is Chris Donald, also known as Skippy to my 
family, colleagues, and mates. 
I am 44 years of age and have been with my wife Joanne 
for 25 years, we have a daughter Jorja 17 and a son 
Korbyn 16.
I have been with Taranaki Civil Construction for the 
past 14 years and in the last 2 years I have taken on the 
position of operations manager and have been enjoying 
this new role.
My passions outside work are caravanning, deer hunting, 
trout fishing, saltwater fishing and clay target shooting. 
The last 2 years I have been actively involved in coaching 
alongside the New Plymouth Boys High School clay target 
shooting team, which has been very eye opening and 
rewarding in the same token.
I am an active member of the Inglewood Rod, Gun 
& Recreation Club and at the present day I am vice 
president.
Both my children and I thoroughly enjoy doing my 
passions together.
We are regularly out camping, hunting, shooting, or 
fishing all together with our mates when we can.
I’ve been a councillor of Taranaki Fish & Game for the past 
15 years.
If I am successful in making the next term, I would like to 
continue being part of something that is trying to protect 
our right for hunting and fishing, trying to protect the 
future of hunting and fishing for licence holders today and 
for our next generation tomorrow. 
Thanks
Chris Donald

DONALD Chris
Taranaki

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I am an active trout angler and enthusiastic waterfowl and 
upland gamebird hunter. 
Born and raised in Taranaki, I began hunting and angling 
in my teens. 
I have been employed within the sports retail industry in 
New Plymouth for 37 years.
I have been a Taranaki Fish and Game councillor for 11 
years and I’m a passionate supporter of the Fish and 
Game governance model -“User pays user says”, which 
enables the people who go hunting and fishing, to 
actually make the decisions regarding management of the 
resource.
This is a precious piece of legislation ensuring licence 
holders have access to councillors/decision makers. I 
will continue to work hard as a Taranaki Fish and Game 
councillor to provide ongoing representation for Taranaki 
hunters and anglers.
I will strive to maintain, improve and consolidate the 
positive interface Taranaki Fish and Game has with the 
rural sector and continue to foster the strong relationship 
the council holds with the regional authorities.
As an honorary Fish and Game ranger, I am regularly out 
and about within the region. This allows regular contact 
with hunters and anglers enjoying their sport. This gives 
me the opportunity to hear from anglers and hunters 
in the field, bringing issues important to these licence 
holders, directly to the council table.
I reside in New Plymouth with my partner and family.

FLYNN Alan
Taranaki

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.



6

TARANAKI FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 2021 ELECTION

I am retired after more than 50 years employment within 
the electrical industry. Most of my employment was 
within New Zealand but I also did spend three years 
working in the Middle East, specifically in Qatar where 
I was involved in the development of the electrical 
infrastructure on behalf of my global employer. In recent 
years I have been involved in various management roles 
within the industry, after completing an MBA in my early 
40s.
I have been a keen fisherman all my life with a particular 
focus on New Zealand’s trout fishery but also have had 
limited experience with the salmon fishery.
My interest in, and this nomination for the Fish and Game 
Council, is based on the fact that I now have time to give 
back to the sport that has provided me with opportunities 
for relaxation and enjoyment all my life.  If elected to 
council I would welcome the opportunity to bring my 
management experiences to further enhance the work of 
council in the management of the fisheries.

HURLEY Patrick (Pat)
Taranaki

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I am an active and enthusiastic angler and occasional 
hunter seeking my fourth term with the Taranaki Fish and 
Game Council. I am an honorary Fish & Game ranger and 
currently on the New Zealand Fish & Game Council.
I own a small beef farming operation near Hawera with 
my wife Michele and have also been a dairy farmer. I 
have extensive experience in agriculture and horticulture 
tertiary education, having been a senior manager in 
this field for over 20 years and held positions that have 
covered the entire North Island and upper South Island at 
various times. 
I am passionate about ensuring our fish and game 
resources are maintained and enhanced for future 
generations to enjoy. I believe that it is the council’s role 
to advocate for maintaining and developing suitable 
habitat for freshwater fish and game and to ensure 
our licence holders have access to our fish and game 
resources. 
The Taranaki, Whanganui and Waimarino districts are 
a very scenic and special part of the world. We need 
to ensure that those who choose to enjoy fishing and 
hunting and providing food for the table from a wild 
resource, have this opportunity available to them in this 
region.

KARALUS Gerard
Taranaki

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I am applying to be on the Fish and Game Council for this 
first time. I have lived in Taranaki for the last 14 years 
after moving up with my whanau to take on a teaching 
position. I currently hold the position of sole charge 
principal at a small Taranaki school.
Some of my earliest memories revolve around the 
opening weekend of the duck shooting season and 
popping between the maimais that had my grandad, 
uncles or father in. While I enjoy fishing my passion is 
chasing gamebirds especially the upland variety with 
friends, family and those after their first bird.
Growing up on a family sheep and beef farm in the 
Horowhenua and working in predominately rural schools 
allows me to have a good understanding of the concerns 
held by all sectors involved in the management of our fish 
and game and the areas where consensus can be reached. 
Habitat and reduced access are areas that concern me 
and I believe this can best be addressed at ground level 
through discussions with all stakeholders.
Weekends from May through to August generally involve 
trips around Taranaki as well as further afield to the pine 
plantations of the lower North Island, river systems of the 
Hawkes Bay and occasionally to the South Island often 
with my two daughters and the cocker and vizsla.
I believe that the future of successful fishing and 
gamebird hunting revolves around continuing to 
introduce and mentor more people to the sport.

MATTOCK Chris
Taranaki

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Wow is that another 3 years gone already, so here I 
am again deciding whether to run for another term.  
Not much of a decision really as I’ve really enjoyed my 
previous 4 terms.  
My name is Craig McEwen or more commonly known as 
Curly.  My background in the field is both a keen duck and 
pheasant hunter with pheasants being more dominant, to 
the point where I and a few mates rear and release birds 
each year on a local property.  
As much as I enjoy chasing a few birds, its trout that really 
get the juices flowing.  Fishing for myself is cool but it’s 
when you get to fish with your own kids that you really 
start to appreciate what we have.  
My first couple of years on council were a bit of an eye 
opener just getting to grips with the issues Fish and 
Game face annually.  What has become apparent is we 
are heading in the right direction environmentally here 
in the Naki.  Along with other organisations things are 
on the improve and gaining momentum.  Unfortunately 
the threats to what has been achieved so far just keep on 
coming and vigilance is paramount.  There are also lighter 
moments like the kids fish out days, these are a real hit 
with both parents and kids.  
So that’s a bit about me, I am pretty keen to have another 
term as there are a few things I would like to see through 
to the end yet. 
Curly McEwen.

MCEWEN Craig (Curly)
Taranaki

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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My name is John Nancarrow, married to Kerry with 5 
children (3 girls and 2 boys) aged between 24 and 33 with 
4 grandchildren.  My wife and I live on the outskirts of 
Inglewood on 2.5 acres where we run a couple of beefies 
and chickens.  Being self sufficient as much as we can is 
something we strive for.
I have been a keen hunter since I was introduced in 
my teen, hunting on many of my mate’s farms.  I have 
participated in developing one particular farm lake into a 
sanctuary and observed the transformation that occurs 
with game such as duck, pheasant and fish life when such 
a waterway is fenced and planted.
I wish to remain a councillor so I can continue to learn 
and educate others about habitat conservation and 
resource harvesting to ensure that my children and their 
children continue to have habitats and resources available 
to them.

NANCARROW John
Taranaki

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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Hi my name is David Potroz, I have been happily married 
to my wife Sharron for 35 years and have 4 adult children 
and 3 grandchildren.
I have been a Fish and Game councillor for the Taranaki 
region for the last 12 years and have really enjoyed my 
time on council and the challenges of the role and look 
forward to being able to continue to serve licence holders 
as a councillor for the Taranaki region.  Nine years ago 
my son Cory also became a councillor and we have really 
enjoyed spending time together doing something we both 
enjoy.
I am a keen duck hunter and haven’t missed a season 
for around 43 years.  Over the last 20 years I’ve enjoyed 
trout fishing, a sport introduced to me by my late brother 
Stephen whom was also a Taranaki Fish and Game 
councillor.
I am an active member of the Inglewood Rod, Gun and 
Recreation Club, and held the position of secretary/
treasurer for 9 years.  I am now the clubs weigh master.
I am passionate about hunting and the outdoors and 
endeavour to continue to enhance the opportunities for 
game bird and fresh water licence holders in Taranaki.

POTROZ David
Taranaki

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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I am Romon Sargeson and I wish to stand for re-election 
to the Taranaki Fish and Game Council. I grew up in 
central Taranaki and now live in Waiouru just outside of 
the Waimarino sub region. I have a young son who really 
enjoys fishing for perch and trout in the rivers and lakes of 
Taranaki and the Waimarino. I have been a councillor for 
9 years and an honorary ranger for 6. 
I am a passionate game bird hunter and seek to represent 
the interests of hunters on issues that affect us now, 
and protect the sport so it can be enjoyed by future 
generations.
I grew up fishing all over central Taranaki and since being 
in Waiouru I have taken full advantage of the excellent 
fishing opportunities on offer in Waimarino. 
Fish and Game is going through a significant change and 
I seek the opportunity to represent the best interests of 
anglers and hunters through this process and ensure my 
son can enjoy the same opportunities I have enjoyed. 
My knowledge of both the Taranaki Ring Plain and the 
Waimarino puts me in good stead to make informed 
decisions on issues across the whole of the region.      

SARGESON Romon
Waimarino

Candidate Interest Statement
To the best of my knowledge and belief, I have no 
conflicts of interest with Fish & Game NZ at the date of 
my nomination and I do not believe that any conflicts 
of interest are likely to arise in the future.
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