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DRAFT 2024/25 GAME SEASON GAZETTE NOTICE

Background

Since 2016 the Council has had a policy of retaining consistent game regulations from year to year
unless new information supports a need to make significant changes to protect the resource.

This reflects that detailed analysis of long-term harvest data from the Eastern Region indicates that
large changes in bag or season length would be required to make any meaningful difference to the
duck harvest.

There is also increasing evidence that maximising bag limits does not necessarily maximise hunter
satisfaction. To maximise sustainable harvest also requires precise and accurate monitoring.
However, with such patchily distributed and highly mobile species like ducks, it is both difficult and
very resource intensive to achieve robust estimates. This is further complicated by the timing of the
gazettal process which requires that Council agree next season’s recommendations in December
hefore we can measure this spring’s production,

Second, total harvest is directly related to total effort and analysis by Eastern Fish and Game found
annual changes in effort were best explained by changes in the duck population size. In other words,
in years of low duck numbers, hunters spend less time in the field and the total harvest is inherently
smaller irrespective of any regulation changes. Hunter behaviour in Taranaki is expected to display a
similar trend.

Collectively, all these factors suggest that rather than trying to maximise bag limits every year
Council is better to set consistent season conditions which they can be confident do not impact on
resource sustainability while providing sufficient opportunity and setting realistic expectations which
ultimately result in greater overall hunter satisfaction.

This consistency from year to year also provides hunters with confidence that they are adhering to
season regulations and can invest in equipment and/or habitat development and predator control
programmes to improve the game bird resource.

This paper is presented from the perspective of whether there is any good reason to depart from the
status quo for each gamebird species.

Current Population Status

Grey and Mallard Duck (Greylard/rakiraki)

Given the degree of interbreeding and hybridisation between mallard and grey duck these species
are treated as a single population for this discussion.



From 2016 - 2019 annual aerial counts along 20 randomly selected transects were undertaken
around the Taranaki ringplain in early April using a helicopter. After missing two years of flights
(2020 and 2021) owing to Covid~19 lockdowns and covid-related budget cuts, aerlal helicopter
transect flights were resumed in April 2022. The 2023 count was the lowest tally so far with 1,273
greylards counted {Figure 1), 344 less than the 2022 count. There were two limitations to the
accuracy of the 2023 counts which relate to the survey conditions. First, the timing of flights meant
the angle of the sun on ponds made it difficult to see all birds present on the water and this may
have decreased the count this year. Second, the helicopter fiew higher during the survey than
previous years which made counting more difficult and likely contributed to the reduced overall
count.

Greylard Aerial counts
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Figure 1. Total Greylards counted during helicopter aerial transects in the Taranaki ringplain, 2016 -
2023.

The hunter survey results for last season (2023) indicate that there was a decrease in hunter success
rate from 2022 although it was still on the average (Figure 2). There was a slight increase in hunting
hours and a small decrease in overall harvest compared with 2022 (Figure 3).
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Figure 2. Average hunter harvest rate of greylards (ducks per hour) from the National Hunter Survey
1993 to 2023 seasons.
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Figure 3. Total hunting effort (hours} and harvest of greylards in the Toranaki region 2000 to 2023,

Although the bag limit for greylard duck was increased from 10 to 15 for opening weekend 2023, this
did not result in an increase in the average opening weekend bag taken by hunters (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. Average opening weekend bag for greylard duck in the Taranaki region 1993 to 2023,

Analysis of individual survey resuits from Taranaki hunters hunting in ‘Ttaranaki on opening weekend
2023 (Figure 5) indicated that the increase in daily bag limit from 10 to 15 resulted ina 7.7% increase
in harvest {an extra 44 ducks in the total of 572 ducks harvested by survey respondents). A daily bag
limit of 12 {as recommended by the Wellington F&G for the whole of the 2024 season) would have
resulted in a 3.5% increase, or 20 additional ducks harvested by the survey respondents. While this



analysis has not been done for the whole season, a 12-bird limit is likely to result in only a minor
increase in harvest.

Given this analysis, and the intention to align regulations between the Wellington and Taranaki
regions where practicable, it is recommended that the Council set a 12-bird limit for greylard duck
for the whole of the proposed 8-week season in 2024.
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Taranaki hunters on opening weekend 2023 in Taranaki

Figure 5. Daily greylard bags achieved by
(from hunter survey results n=142). Many of the hunters who didn’t shoot any greylards were
targeting paradise shelduck.

Shoveler Duck

Monitoring of known aggregations of Australasian Shoveler Duck {Kuruwhengi) has occurred in early
August each year since 2000. At this time, birds congregate to select mates hefore dispersing to
secluded breeding sites. Monitoring occurs concurrently throughout New Zealand to reflect the view
that the population is a single national population with birds moving throughout NZ.

Across the Taranaki region 422 shoveler duck were counted on 7™ August 2023, which was 18%
higher than the long-term average (359 ducks) and 100 more than last year’s count of 322. The 2023
national count {12,272 birds at 256 survey sites) increased 34% on the 2022 count. However, the
long-term trend indicates a very small decrease in count, which is likely to reflect what is happening
in the ohserved population at survey sites.

The low level of harvest during the 2023 game season was consistent with recent seasons (Figure 6)
and the low numbers suggest shoveler are not generally targeted by Taranaki hunters and/or are not
particularly prevalent in Taranaki during the game season. Given the low harvest, it is recommended
that the status quo of a 2—bird bag limit and 8-week season be retained for 2024,
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Figure 6. Estimated Shoveler duck harvest in the Taranaki Region 1993 to 2023 seasons {(Nationaf
Hunter Survey).

Paradise Shelduck

The paradise shelduck {POtangitangi) moult count in January 2023 in the Waimarino region (3,409
paradise shelduck) represents 213 birds per moult site which is lower than recent years (Figure 7).
Counts around the Taranaki ringplain showed a slight increase in total birds but a slight decrease in
birds per site (327 per moult site and 14,063 in total). The Whanganui count remains at relatively
low levels, with this year being the lowest recorded count of 1,784 birds, or 178 birds per moult site.

The counts suggest that the population is stable but at the “low end’ of the historical range of
abundance in the Waimarino. The continued downward trend in the Whanganui count is of concern
and suggests possible overharvest.

The operational amalgamation between Taranaki and Wellington will allow monitoring of the
Waimarino and Whanganui paradise shelduck populations to be added into the Wellington aerial
counts in January 2024. Aerial counts of existing and potential moult sites should help to answer the
question as to whether there are moult sites that are not being counted, or whether the current
count accurately reflects what is happening in the population. If counts in Whanganui continue to
decrease, then a review of season length and bag limits will need to be undertaken.

For comparison the estimated total harvest of 6,044 paradise in 2023 (Figure 8) was lower than in
2022 (8,964 birds) and well below the long-term average of 9,927 birds. Reasons for the reduction in
harvest are not readily apparent but could be related to declining numbers in the
Whanganui/Waverley area. The whole season harvest rate (birds per hour) was much lower than
average in 2023 and very similar to 2011 (Figure 9).
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Figure 7. Average number of Paradise shelduck per moult site counted across the Waimaring,
Whanganui and Taranaki areas from 1992 to 2023 mouilt counts.
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Figure 8. Estimated special season harvest and total annual Paradise shelduck harvest across the
Taranaki region 2000 to 2023,
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Figure 9. Whole season harvest rate for Paradise shelduck (birds per hour} in the Taranaki Region, 1993
- 2023. Data excludes harvest during the special summer season.

The special summer season for paradise shelduck in Area C continues to play an important role in
the dispersal of post-moult birds that cause a nuisance to farmers by grazing and fouling areas of
new grass, recovering hay paddocks and fodder crops like chicory. It also provides an additional
hunting opportunity for licence holders and land occupiers. As Figure 8 shows, the harvest from the
special summer season is consistently around 1,000 birds per year and remains a small but
significant proportion of the total annual harvest.

Manipulating the harvest is complicated by the need to set the special season regulations more than
a year in advance, however it is recommended that the Council retain the current special season
conditions. With population numbers in Areas A and B at the lower end of abundance, any additional
harvest from a special season is not supported in those areas. Any impacts from aggregations of
birds are best managed by working directly with the impacted landowners.

In respect of the special season in Area C, the Council resolved to extend the 2023 season to 3
weekends including Taranaki anniversary day (total 7 days). The 2024 dates are already set in the
2023 Gazette Notice and are 24/25 February, 2/3 March and 9/10/11 March. In 2025, Taranaki
Anniversary Day falls on Monday 10" March, so the special season dates would remain aligned with
the 2023 and 2024 dates. Including an extra weekend in 2023 resulted in the same hunting effort
being spread out over a longer timeframe with a similar harvest. A 7-day season does allow for
greater dispersal of paradise shelduck from moult sites and more hunter opportunity. Disturbance of
mallards will occur a little closer to the main season, but the impact is unlikely to be significant.

On the basis that paradise shelduck populations generally appear stable, along with a moderate
existing harvest, it is recommended that Council retain the status quo with an extension to the
special season in Area C to include Taranaki Anniversary weekend. That is:

e A 10-bird daily limit for Areas A, B & C for an 8-week main season (as is also recommended for
the Wellington F&G Region);



e A 3-weekend special season in Area C for 2025 including the last weekend in February and the
first two weekends in March 2025, including Taranaki Anniversary Day.

Black Swan

In 2016 the daily bag limit for black swan (Kakianau} was increased from 1 bird to 2. Most Taranaki
hunters choose not to harvest swan and the increase allowed the few who do to take an extra bird
for the table. The harvest has generally fluctuated between 20 and 300 swan, with 150 harvested in
2023 (Figure 10). The 2016 increase in the daily bag limit doesn’t appear to have significantly
increased the harvest, which remains small overall.

Counts of black swan undertaken in January 2023 were above the long-term average across
Whanganui {377 cf an average of 338 swan), Waimarino (44 cf an average of 32 swan) and Taranaki
(424 cf an average of 367 swan)}.

Black swan are relatively mabile and it is thought that a single population extends over central New
Zealand, if not further afield. The January 2023 trend counts in Wellington, Nelson/Marlborough
{including Farewell Spit) and Whanganui have all shown increases, especially Lake Wairarapa where
the was an 83% increase on the 2022 counts (Figure 11).

On the basis that the Taranaki harvest is small, and that the counts are also relatively small, it is
recommended that the status quo (2 bird daily limit for an 8-week season) remain. The Wellington
Region is recommending a daily bag limit of 5 for swan across the entire region.
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Figure 10. Estimated black swan harvest in the Taranaki Fish and Game region 1893 to 2023,
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Figure 11. January black swan trend counts for the Taranaki, Wellington and Nelson/Marlborough
regions 2010 to 2023.

Pakeko

Early April counts of piikeko have been made along 17 randomly selected transects around the
Taranaki ringplain since 2005, although no counts were undertaken in 2020 owing to the covid-19
lockdown. Total counts have varied between 91 and 336 hirds, with an average of 178. The April
2023 count was 252 pitkeko. The 18-year trend analysis {Figure 12} indicates that the population
remains stable or slightly increasing, although birds are patchy in distribution, with greater numbers
in the wetter north and central Taranaki areas.
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Figure 12. Route regression analysis of plkeko counts afong 17 randomly selected road transects
around the Taranaki ringplain, 2005 to 2023.



Counts in Whanganui were restarted in 2023 for the first time since 2017 (counts had only been

running from 2015 to 2017). These were also done in April and consisted of 10 randomly selected
road transects between Waverley and Turakina. The total count in Whanganui was 122 which was
the highest count so far. There is not yet enough data from Whanganui to conduct trend analysis.

During the 2022/23 year there were 41 permits issued to disturb pikeko with 31in urban areas and
10 in rural areas. The majority of these urban permits were issued for New Plymouth.

Harvest during the 2023 gamebird season had a substantial decrease from last year with an
estimated 1,422 piikeko harvested (Figure 13.) This is still above the long-term average harvest of
1,164 birds. Of the total number of birds shot, 42% of birds were harvested during the 2-month
extended season (Figure 14).
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Figure 14. Estimated pakeko harvest during the Taranaki full season and the proportion taken during
the extended season using gamebird hunter survey results.
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Area C currently has a 10-bird daily bag limit for piikeko along with a 4-month season through to the
last Sunday in August. The extended season enables hunters to target localised aggregations of
plkeko scattered over the ringplain and in problem areas around New Plymouth to address their
impacts on agriculture and horticulture as well as to create additional hunting oppaortunity after the
main duck season has ended. Past monitoring suggests that the Whanganui and Waimarino
populations might struggle under this level of harvest if it was mis-directed, but in the case of the
Taranaki ringplain population it appears that the harvest may be self-limiting. In other words, as the
larger mobs are controlled, hunters may be less inclined to target pukeko.

Given that monitoring indicates that pikeko populations in Area C remain stable, it is recommended
that Council continues with a 10-bird limit in Area C and a 5-bird limit in Areas A and B.

The Wellington Region is recommending a 5-bird limit for pikeko with the same season length
extension as Taranaki and their 5-bird limit aligns with that recommended for Whanganui and the
Waimarino.

Pheasant

The harvest of pheasant in the 2023 season was estimated at 252 birds {Figure 15}, which was down
on last year and also below the long-term average of 393 birds. Although hunting hours were
significantly lower than average in 2023 (553 hours cf 1,784 average; Figure 16), the harvest rate of
0.46 pheasant/hour was double the average (Figure 17).
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Figure 15. Estimated annual pheasant harvest in the Taranaki Region 1993 to 2023.
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Figure 16. Harvest rate (birds per hour) of pheasant in the Taranaki Region 1993 to 2023.

While we do not have an estimate for the current size of the pheasant population, they have been
very visible around much of the region in recent years. This may well reflect that large-scale predator
control programmes and the planting of manuka, woodlots and riparian areas are potentially having
a positive impact. As it is apparent that many populations still go largely un-hunted, the current level
of effort and harvest suggests there is no need to further restrict the harvest, nor does there appear
any justification to liberalise the regulations. Results of the gamebird hunter survey reported to
Council in December 2018 indicate very strong support for the status quo of a 2-bird daily limit and
four-month season. It is therefore recommended that these conditions be retained. The same
conditions are being recommended for the Wellington Region.



California Quail

California quail are restricted in distribution with few substantial coveys remaining, though there has
been comment that they are being seen more frequently, similar to the apparent increase in pheasant
numbers. With such low numbers, hunters generally perceive hunting them as difficult and/or
inappropriate. Harvest totals are small {(an estimated O birds in 2023; Figure 17) and variable, which in
part is an artefact of the hunter survey design and the fact that just a few hunters shoot quail.

Such low levels of harvest indicate that the daily bag limit of 5 is for the most part irrelevant, however
it does allow hunters to make use of the opportunity provided by large coveys where these still exist.
As such, it is recommended that the status quo of a 5-bird limit for a 4-month season remains. The
same season length and bag limit is being recommended for the Wellington Region.
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Figure 17. Estimated annual harvest of California quaif in the Taranaki Region 1993 to 2023.

Bobwhite and Red-legged Partridge

Some backyard breeders have permits from the Department of Conservation to breed and release
these species and there could also potentially be escapees from game preserves. The Council has
therefore provided an opportunity for game bird hunters to harvest these species where they exist
in the region.

Upland game property with special conditions

Robert Browning has applied for a Gazette listing for an upland game property with special
conditions to enable syndicate (non-commercial) shoots for ring-necked pheasant on a property at
336A Kauarapaoa Road, Brunswick, Whanganui.



Summary of the proposal

A Gazette listing is sought for a non-commercial upland game property run on a private
syndicate model with 6 to 8 members;

The Applicant has obtained a Wildlife Act Authority from DOC (97702-FAU) to obtain and
release up to 1,000 captive-reared ring-necked pheasant annually for five years from 25t
March 2022 (authority expires on 24" March 2027);

The property of some 4,000 acres is located at 336A Kauarapaoa Rd, Brunswick, RD14,
Whanganui. The Applicant has permission to use it for 5 years;

Up to 500 birds will be purchased annually at 7 weeks old and on-grown in pens on the
property until release;

The property will operate during the gazetted season for pheasant (1 Saturday in May to last
Sunday in August;

The Applicant seeks to harvest over the usual gazetted limit of 2 birds per hunter per day,
including hen pheasants;

All shooters on the property will be licenced game bird hunters.

At its meeting of 30" March 2019, the Council considered a paper on upland game properties with
special conditions and resolved to “support non-commercial upland game properties operated by
families, private syndicates or friends to provide an immediate and guaranteed hunting opportunity”.

Should Council approve this application, then the Game Gazette Notice listing can be based on

regulations in place for such properties in the Auckland/Waikato Fish & Game Region (see draft Notice

below).

RECOMMENDATIONS:

That Taranaki Fish & Game Council approves the bag limits and season conditions laid out in
the following draft 2024/25 Game Gazette Notice, subject to changes made by prior
resolution, for recommendation to the NZ Fish & Game Council.

That Taranaki Fish & Game Council approves the application for an upland game property with
special conditions.

Allen Stancliff
Senior Field Officer
23 November 2023



TARANAKI FISH AND GAME REGION'

1 Game That May be Hunted or Killed—Duration of 2024/2025 Season

Species Season Duration Daily Bag Limit Hunting area
(dates inclusive)

Grey/mallard duck 4 May to 30 June 2024 12 All areas
NZ shoveler duck 4 May to 30 June 2024 2 All areas
Paradise shelduck 4 May to 30 June 2024 10 All areas

22 and 23 Feb 2025 10 Area C

1 and 2 March 2025 10 Area C

8 to 10 March 2025 10 Area C
Black swan 4 May to 30 June 2024 2 All areas
Pikeko 4 May to 25 August 2024 5 Area A&B

4 May to 25 August 2024 10 Area C

California quail 4 May to 25 August 2024 All areas
Cock pheasant 4 May to 25 August 2024 2 All areas
Bobwhite 4 May to 25 August 2024 5 All areas
(Virginian) quail
Red legged 4 May to 25 August 2024 2 All areas
partridge
Pheasant, both 4 May to 25 August 2024 No limit Upland game
sexes properties with

special conditions
in clause 6 for this
Region.

2 Definition of Areas

2.1 Area A: That area within the following boundary commencing at Waiaruhe Road;
then by that road, Owhakura Road, Whangachu Valley Road and Fields Track to
Kakatahi; then by straight lines to Pipiriki and Tawhata; then by Tawhata Road to the

boundary; then by the generally eastern boundary of the region to Waiaruhe Road.

2.2 Avea B: That area within the following boundary commencing at Waiaruhe Road,;
then by that road, Owhakura Road, Whangachu Valley Road and Fields Track to
Kakatahi; then by straight lines to Pipiriki and Makakaho Junction down the eastern bank
of the Waitotara River to the sea; then by the sea coast and generally eastern boundary

of the region to Waiaruhe Road.

2.3 Area C: The balance of the region contained by the westerly boundaries of Area A

and B and the sea coast between the Mokau River and Waitotara River mouths.

lreference to Description: Gazette, No. 83, of 27 May 1990, at page 1861




Shooting Hours
6.30am to 6.15pm.

Decoy Limit
No limit.

Special Conditions

5.1 Special Paradise Shelduck Season

Area C only: For the Special Paradise Shelduck Season on 22 February, 23 February, 1
March, 2 March, 8 March, 9 March and 10 March 2025, the hours of hunting are extended
6.30am to 8.00pm. In addition, all hunters, including land occupiers, must hold a 2025
Taranaki Special Paradise Shelduck Season Hunting Permit that has been issued by the
Taranaki Fish and Game Council (or authorised agent) to that named person.

5.2 No person shail hunt, as specified, within 100m of any urban sewage oxidation
pond.

5.3 No person may wilfully leave on the hunting ground any game bird(s) shot or patts
of any game birds shot.

5.4 No person may shoot game from a boat on the Whanganui River downstream of
Kemps Pole (Kauarapaoa Stream confluence).

5.5 Any licensed game bird hunter who has a Department of Conservation permit to
take or kill wildlife for the purpose of hawking may hunt with an Australasian Harrier
(Circus approximans) to take gamebirds. This is subject to the season length and bag
limit for each gamebird species in clause 1 of this notice for this region and subject to
any conditions imposed by the Director-General of Conservation under such a permit.

Upland Game Properties with Special Conditions

6.1 This clause applies to the following specified property only:

Pactawa station. 366a Kauarapaoa Road Whanganui being lotsl-2 DP 29356.
Waipukurau SD. 1307.9440ha administered by Hienni investment Ltd.

6.2 Where hunting takes place in any specified property defined in this notice, no person
shall have in that person’s possession outside that specified property any game taken
from that specified property, unless affixed to the game is a label with the name of the
specified property where that game was taken or killed written legibly on it, and the
additional words on the label, “for personal consumption, not for sale or profit” written
legibly on it.

6.3 A person must not clip the wings of a bird released on any specified property after
the bird is 8 weeks old.

6.4 A person must not clip the beak of any bird released on any specified property at
any time.

6.5 A person must not hunt a pheasant before it is 18 weeks old.

6.6 A person must not hunt waterfowl on a specified property on the same day that a
pheasant hunt takes place on that property.

6.7 The unlimited daily bag limit for the specified property shall only apply when at
least 400 pheasants have been released on to that specified property within 5 months of
the opening day of the season, otherwise the daily bag limit shall be 2 birds.



6.8 A property owner listed in subclause (1) or a lessee of that property owner must
keep a register of:

(a) the names and addresses of hunters and all other persons who take game from that
property;

(b) the number and type of birds taken by those persons;

(¢) the description of that person’s role in the hunting and killing of game birds on that
day.



2024 Gamebird Trend
Count Report — Taranaki
Fish and Game

2024

Following from the 2024 Game Gazetie Notice, this
report presents the January 2024 trend count
information for Paradise Shelduck and Black Swan
within the Taranaki region.

ouUn Repo

The findings of this report are discussed and
compared with historical data as a contribution
towards a wider understanding of Shelduck and

ebird Trend

Swan populations throughout the region.

5 — Taranaki

Allen Stancliff
Senior Fish and Game Officer

Taranaki Fish and Game Council
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TARANAKI FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

The Chairman
Taranaki Fish and Game Council

2024 GAMEBIRD TREND COUNT REPORT
This report presents the January 2024 trend count information for paradise shelduck and black swan.
The Council made recommendations on the draft 2024/25 Game Gazette Notice at its meeting on 9™
December 2023. As the final deadline for provision of regulation details to the NZ Fish & Game Council
has passed (26" January 2024}, this report is for the Council’s information only.

PARADISE SHELDUCK

WAIMARINO (AREA A}

Count information for paradise shelduck was obtained from 14 Waimarino moult sites in early January
2024, compared with 16 in the previous year (Appendix 1, Table 1). Counts from three of the sites
(Browns, Manson Estate and Mokonui) were estimates by the landowner but thought to be reasonably
accurate. The owners of Makakahi Lodge could not be contacted, so no count was done there. The count
at Lake Otamaraha was obtained from the Wellington F&G aerial flight. The other 10 sites were visited
on the ground. Photos have still to be reviewed to confirm counts at the larger sites, but the 2024 count
of 2,849 paradise shelduck confirms that the Waimarino population remains at the “low end” of its
historical range of abundance. The average number of paradise shelduck per moult site in 2024 was 204,
which was only a little lower than in 2023 (213 birds).

WHANGANUI (AREA B)

Paradise shelduck were counted at 10 Whanganui coastal and hill country moult sites in January 2024,
the same as in 2023 and including Lakes Oturi, Waiau and Maumahaki located in Area C just north of the
Waitotara River {Appendix 1, Table 2). The accuracy of the count at Lake Westmere is questionable, as
the growth of vegetation obscures a clear view of the lake — definitely one for use of the drone next
year. The overall count of 1,566 birds was lower than in 2023 {1,784} and confirms that the Whanganui
paradise population also remains the “low end” of its historical range of abundance.

WAITOTARA RIVER CATCHMENT {(AREA B&C)

Counts were not undertaken in the upper Waitotara River catchment this year owing to time constraints.

TARANAKI PROVINCE {AREA C)

Counts of paradise shelduck were undertaken at 39 sites compared with 44 in 2023 (Appendix 1, Table
4). This included sites in the Taranaki eastern hill country, ringplain and coastal areas as far north as
Mohakatino and as far south as Manutahi. Only one “significant” site was not counted (Huiroa — Akama
Road) owing to the available time and pressure of other work.

The Waingongoro Road site count went from 1,160 to zero as the dairy farmer had had enough of the
birds and obtained a permit and a gas gun in December 2023. It looks as though at least some of the
birds went to the Eltham oxy ponds, as the count there went from 580 to 1,000.



The landowner at the upper Egmont Road site {count 600) has also had enough of the damage to his
dairy pasture and has requested a gas gun. A similar situation exists at the Manutahi Road site. Kaponga
oxy pond is also a disturbed site (gas gun). Wiremu Station may also be a disturbed site this year {count
decreasing from 1,300 to 575), as the farm manager commented that there were a lot of birds and there
was evidence of recent activity on the dam, with one reasonably fresh 12g casing found. There were
many fewer “fliers” present, which also indicates disturbance. Low water levels also reduced bird
numbers at some sites {e.g. Komene Lagoon).

Nevertheless, a total of 12,569 paradise were counted, which is 8% down on last year’s count of 13,663
and still above the long-term (2008 — 2024) average of 11,905 birds. Sites on the ringplain hounded by
Hawera, Eltham, Stratford, Inglewood and Waitara held the bulk of the moulting population, with sites
in the eastern hill country holding only moderate numbers. As this is almost exclusively dairying country
where the impacts of moult aggregations can be significant, it remains important to continue liaison
with landowners and to be responsive to their concerns.

Overall, the population remains towards the high end of abundance and given the number of permits
issued to farmers to disturb paradise shelduck causing damage to pasture and crops in Area C {17 so far
in 2023/24), a summer hunting season to disperse birds after the moult remains a useful tool.

BLACK SWAN

WANGANU! — WAVERLEY COASTAL STRIP

A total of 563 black swan were counted during a ground survey of 11 dune lakes in the Whanganui to
Waverley coastal strip in January 2024 (Appendix 2, Table 5). This was more than the count in 2023 {377
birds) and well above the long-term (32-year) average of 344 birds. The increase was due to an increase
in numbers at Lakes Kaitoke and Marahau.

WAIMARINO - WANGANUI HILL COUNTRY

A total of 45 black swan were counted at 8 sites visited in the Waimarino, which was similar to the
number counted in 2023 (44 swan) and above the long term {17-year) average of 33 birds {Appendix 2,
Table 6).

NORTH AND SOUTH TARANAKI

A total of 490 black swan were counted at 24 sites in the Taranaki area during January 2024 {Appendix
2, Table 7). This was more than the 424 swan counted in 2023 and above the long-term {2007 — 2024)
average of 374 swan.

CENTRAL NEW ZEALAND

Black swan are relatively mobile and it is thought that a single population extends over central New
Zealand, if not further afield. The January 2024 count from Lake Wairarapa decreased hy nearly 4,000
birds back to levels seen in 2022 {Figure 1}. Counts in Wellington west remain stable at a relatively high
level, The Nelson/Marlborough count is not yet complete with the Wairau Lagoons still to come butitis
also Iikely to be a decrease from the high levels seen in 2023. Counts are still well above average when
compared with the full record of monitoring {1977 —2024).
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TARANAKI FISH AND GAME REGION'

1 Game That May be Hunted or Killed—Duration of 2024/2025 Season

Species Season Duration Daily Bag Limit Hunting area
(dates inclusive)
Grey/mallard duck 4 May to 30 June 2024 12 All areas
NZ shoveler duck 4 May to 30 June 2024 2 All areas
Paradise shelduck 4 May to 30 June 2024 10 All arcas
22 and 23 Feb 2025 10 Area C
1 and 2 March 2025 10 Area C
8 to 10 March 2025 10 Area C
Black swan 4 May to 30 June 2024 7 All areas
Pukeko 4 May to 25 August 2024 5 Arca A&B
4 May to 25 August 2024 10 Area C
California quail 4 May to 25 August 2024 5 All areas
Cock pheasant 4 May to 25 August 2024 2 All areas
Bobwhite 4 May to 25 August 2024 5 All areas
(Virginian) quail
Red legged 4 May to 25 August 2024 2 All areas
partridge
Pheasant, both 4 May to 25 August 2024 No limit Upland game
sexes properties with
special conditions
in clause 6 for this
Region.

2 Definition of Areas

2.1 Area A: That area within the following boundary commencing at Waiaruhe Road;
then by that road, Owhakura Road, Whangaehu Valley Road and Fields Track to Kakatahi;
then by straight lines to Pipiriki and Tawhata; then by Tawhata Road to the boundary; then
by the generally eastern boundary of the region to Waiaruhe Road.

2.2 Area B: That area within the following boundary commencing at Waiaruhe Road;
then by that road, Owhakura Road, Whangaehu Valley Road and Fields Track to Kakatahi;
then by straight lines to Pipiriki and Makakaho Junction down the eastern bank of the
Waitotara River to the sea; then by the sea coast and generally eastern boundary of the
region to Waiaruhe Road.

2.3 Area C: The balance of the region contained by the westerly boundaries of Area A
and B and the sea coast between the Mokau River and Waitotara River mouths.

3 Shooting Hours

IReference to Description: Gazette, No. 83, of 27 May 1990, at page 1861



6.30am to 6.15pm.

Decoy Limit
No limit.

Special Conditions

5.1 Special Paradise Shelduck Season

Area C only: For the Special Paradise Shelduck Season on 22 February, 23 February, 1
March, 2 March, 8 March, 9 March and 10 March 2025, the hours of hunting are extended
6.30am to 8.00pm. In addition, all hunters, including land occupiers, must hold a 2025
Taranaki Special Paradise Shelduck Season Hunting Permit that has been issued by the
Taranaki Fish and Game Council (or authorised agent) to that named person.

5.2 No person shall hunt, as specified, within 100m of any urban sewage oxidation pond.

5.3 No person may wilfully leave on the hunting ground any game bird(s) shot or parts
of any game birds shot.

5.4 No person may shoot game from a boat on the Whanganui River downstream of
Kemps Pole (Kauarapaoa Stream confluence).

5.5  Any licensed game bird hunter who has a Department of Conservation permit to take
or kill wildlife for the purpose of hawking may hunt with an Australasian Harrier (Circus
approximans) to take gamebirds. This is subject to the season length and bag limit for each
gamebird species in clause 1 of this notice for this region and subject to any conditions
imposed by the Director-General of Conservation under such a permit.

Upland Game Properties with Special Conditions
6.1 This clause applies to the following specified property only:

Pactawa station. 366a Kauarapaoa Road Whanganui being lots1-2 DP 29356, Waipukurau
SD. 1307.9440ha administered by Hienni investment Ltd.

6.2 Where hunting takes place in any specified property defined in this notice, no person
shall have in that person’s possession outside that specified property any game taken from
that specified property, unless affixed to the game is a label with the name of the specified
property where that game was taken or killed written legibly on it, and the additional words
on the label, “for personal consumption, not for sale or profit” written legibly on it.

6.3 A person must not clip the wings of a bird released on any specified property after
the bird is § weeks old.

6.4 A person must not clip the beak of any bird released on any specified property at any
time.

6.5 A person must not hunt a pheasant before it is 18 weeks old.

6.6 A person must not hunt waterfowl on a specified property on the same day that a
pheasant hunt takes place on that property.

6.7 The unlimited mixed sex daily bag limit for the specified property shall only apply
when at least 400 pheasants have been released on to that specified property within 5
months of the opening day of the season, otherwise the daily bag limit shall be 2 cock
pheasants.

6.8 A property owner listed in subclause (1) or a lessee of that property owner must keep
a register of:

(2) the names and addresses of hunters and all other persons who take game from that
property;

(b) the number and type of birds taken by those persons;




(c) the description of that person’s role in the hunting and killing of game birds on that day.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
e THAT THE 2024 GAMEBIRD TREND COUNT REPORT BE RECEIVED.

Allen Stancliff
30 January 2024
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2024/2025 Taranaki
Region Anglers Notice

This report reviews current angling regulations within the
Taranaki Region.

It provides a review of regulations set in the 2022/23 anglers
notice, and highlights waterways in the region that have had
recent regulation amendments.

This report conciudes with a recommendation to the
Taranaki Fish and Game Council for angling regulations for
the 2024/2025 sports fish season.

Allen Stancliff
Senior Fish and Game Officer
Taranaki Fish and Game Council

May 2024
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TARANAKI FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

The Chairman
Taranaki Fish and Game Council

2024/25 DRAFT TARANAKI ANGLERS” NOTICE

Waiaua and Hangatahua {Stony) Rivers

In response to headwater erosion events in the Waiaua and Hangatahua (Stony) rivers, the Council
amended the 2022723 Anglers’ Notice to set a zero-bag limit for brown trout in the Waiaua River and
Lake Opunake with a 1-fish limit for rainbow trout and methods restricted to fly and spin fishing only;
and a zero bag limit for brown trout in the Hangatahua (Stony) River. These regulations were retained
for the 2023/24 season,.

Brown trout populations in these rivers are still very much in recovery mode. While habitat in the
Waiaua River has recovered well, the Hangatahua River had a minor headwater erosion event in early
March 2024 with the river suffering from sand inundation and running grey with ash for several weeks.
At the time of writing Opunake Lake and the Opunake power scheme is still shut down, meaning
Opunake Lake has ongoing poor water quality. Two releases of hatchery rainbow trout yearlings (total
403 fish), plus a release of rainbow fry were made info the upper Waiaua River in 2022 and 2023, but
so far there has been little return to anglers. It is therefore recommended that the current provisions
remain in the 2024/25 Anglers’ Notice.

Lake Mangamahoe - Review of Fly-fishing only regulation

An item included in this agenda discusses the issues and recommends that the current fly fishing only
restriction remain at Lake Mangamahoe. Owing to the lake being a Wildlife Refuge, a water supply
reservoir for New Plymouth and a reservoir for the Mangorei HEPS, there is a risk that relaxing the
regulations and holding kids’ trout fishing promotions there could result in loss of access to the fishery
if there is too much disturbance of wildlife or a health and safety incident, such as someone drowning.

RECOMMENDATIONS

That Taranaki Fish & Game Council retain the same Taranaki Anglers’ Notice conditions for the 2024/25
season as 2023/24.

Alten Stancliff
Senior Field Officer
10 May 2024
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Review of Fishing
Regulations at Lake
Mangamahoe (2024)

in October 2023, the Council received a requestfrom the
Inglewood Rod, Gun & Recreation Club (IRG&RC) seeking
changes to the fishing regulations at Lake
Mangamahoe.

This report provides a review of the current fishing
regulations at Lake Mangamahoe, including a review
of the fishery, its amenity value, sustainability, and
its classification as a Wildlife Refuge.

The report concludes with a suggestion to Councilin
response to the IRG&RC’s proposal for regulation
change.

Allen Stancliff

Senior Fish and Game Officer
Taranaki Fish and Game Council
May 2024
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TARANAKI FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

The Chairman
Taranaki Fish and Game Council

Review of Fishing Regulations at Lake Mangamahoe

In October 2023, the Council received a letter {attached) from the Inglewood Rod, Gun & Recreation Club
(IRG&RC} requesting that the current fly fishing only restriction at Lake Mangamahoe be relaxed to allow
lure/spin fishing with a spinning rod to encourage use by junior and less experienced anglers and to hold kids’
trout fishing promotions there. The letter states that the lake is “currently underutilized” and allowing
additional fishing options will encourage families to fish the lake.

Background
Lake Mangamahoe is a 24-hectare hydro reservoir for the Mangorei HEPS owned by Manawa Energy

{(farmerly Trustpower Ltd.}) which also serves as a water supply reservoir for New Plymouth City, Bell Block,
Waitara and surrounds and is gazetted as a Wildlife Refuge pursuant to Section 14 of the Wildlife Act 1953.
The lake was created in the early 1930’s by the damming of Mangamahoe Stream. Up to 10,000 Ifs of water
is diverted from the Waiwhakaiho River into Lake Mangamahoe for water supply and hydro generation
purpases via a river diversion weir and a 500m long concrete-lined tunnel.

The former Taranaki Acclimatisation Society saw the potential of Lake Mangamahoe as a trout fishery and
obtained permission to stock the lake and opened it for fishing on 1% October 1932, on the basis that only
flyfishing would be permitted and there would be no wading. This was because Lake Mangamahoe was one
of the first water supply reservoirs in NZ to be opened to trout fishing and apparently there were concerns
about what would happen (in terms of tapu etc.) if someone fell in while fishing and drowned.

The lake fishery and the inlet from the Waiwhakaiho River have remained restricted to flyfishing only (with
fly rod, fly reel, fly line and artificial fly) throughout the fishery’s 92-year history. No fishing from a boat is
permitted, owing to its use as a water supply reservoir and a Wildlife Refuge. A two trout daily bag limit
currently applies, and the lake is open to all year angling, with the Waiwhakaiho inlet downstream of the
diversion tunnel and the Mangamahoe Stream tributary open from 1 October - 30" April.

Lake Mangamahoe supports a small, self-sustaining population of wild brown trout and a rainbow trout
population maintained by annual releases of around 300 Lake Tarawera-strain hatchery yearlings raised at
Fish & Game’s Hawera trout hatchery. Trout spawning occurs in Mangamahoe Stream and in the lake inlet,
hut the spawning success of rainbow trout appears low, as few wild rainbows are caught in the lake. Brown
trout recruitment likely stems from Mangamahoe Stream, and from juveniles entrained in water diverted
from the Waiwhakaiho River via the inlet tunnel {there are 100mm spacings between trash bars at the
tunnel’s river entrance).

Owing to high water velocities, trout are unable to leave the lake by swimming upstream through the
Waiwhakaiho diversion tunnel. Trash bars of 30-35mm spacing on the lake outlet confine most fish to the
lake, although some may be lost over the spillway to the lower Mangamahoe Stream which operates
occasionally during flood events. Trout grow to a good average size of about 1.7kg in Lake Mangamahoe,
with the largest trout on record weighing in at 3.4kg. Most trout are in good condition, although some older
fish fail to recover condition after spawning.

Two wooden casting platforms have been built at Lake Mangamahoe to improve angler access, the first in
1994 and the second in 2020. Taranaki Fish & Game has obtained permission from Manawa Energy and the



New Plymouth District Council (NPDC) to construct a third casting platform, although not in the preferred
location near the “roundabout”.

Over the years there have been several informal requests to liberalise the regulations to allow spin fishing
and bait fishing at Lake Mangamahoe, to allow the use of float tubes, and to release more trout and hold kids
fishing promotions there. The last review of the Mangamahoe regulations occurred in 2007 and so it is timely
to reconsider such requests in the light of the IRG&RC's letter and Fish & Game’s R3 objectives.

Angling Use
Despite the current fishing method restrictions, results from Fish & Game’s National Angler Survey (Table 1)

indicate that Lake Mangamahoe is one of the most popular Taranaki region fisheries. In the 2014-15 season
it was estimated to receive 1,210 angler visits, which represented 13.7% of the region’s total angling effort.
In 2021-22 the estimate was 594 angler visits and 7.2% of the region’s total effort, making it the region’s 4"
most popular fishery.

TABLE 1: Estimated angling use of the more popular Taranaki Region trout fisheries (F&G NAS).

Estimated Angiler Visits Per Season
Angling Water 1994-1995 2001-2002 2007-2008 2014-2015 | 2021-2022
Manganuioteao River 1,970 760 2,220 1,150 909
Waingongoro River 1,550 1,010 1,210 560 110
Lake Mangamahoe 1,380 830 1,920 1,210 594
Waiwhakaiho River 540 340 1,240 1,210 538
Patea River 280 880 1,450 540 685
Mangawhero River 620 430 420 250 393
Manganui River 160 160 600 310 123
Kaupokonui Stream 160 230 290 200 157
Stony River 150 410 230 290 508
Kapuni Stream 50 110 50 30 34
Lake Rotomanu 720 630 300 730 658
Lake Ratapiko = 340 650 80 164
Lake Rotorangi 230 150 130 40 103
Lake Namunamu 300 30 30 120 22
Opunake Lake 30 10 200 190 -
Lake Ngangana - 200 100 10 6
Lake Wiritoa 10 50 100 80 67
Virginia Lake 320 100 -- -- --
Total for Taranaki 13,150 8,230 16,380 8,850 8,240
Region

-- = not fished by survey respondents

Fishery Sustainability

Lake Mangamahoe is relatively small at 24ha and with up to a 1m fluctuation in water level due to power
generation requirements, extensive silting at the lake-head and cool winter water temperatures, the habitat
is only moderately productive.

Peak winter spawning counts in all tributaries combined have seldom exceeded 40 trout (Figure 1). While
not every adult fish will spawn every year, and the count may not coincide with the actual peak in numbers
every year, the counts indicate that the Lake Mangamahoe fishery is based on relatively low numbers of
trout, particularly brown trout. It should therefore be considered vulnerable to over-harvest.



While the fishery is popular, flyfishers tend to be experienced anglers who are sensitive to the needs of the
fishery. A high proportion practice voluntary catch and release or take only the occasional fish (mainly
hatchery rainbows) for the table.
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FIGURE 1. Peak counts of brown and rainbow trout in Mangamahoe Stream, 1990-2023.

Wildlife Refuge
The NPDC Lake Mangamahoe Management Plan {2011) states that “part of Lake Mangamahoe was declared

a sanctuary in 1935 under the then Animals Protection and Game Act 1921-22 and is now constituted as a
wildlife refuge under Section 14 of the Wildlife Act 1953. Care must be taken to ensure waterfow! are not
disturbed or interfered with”.

Lake Mangamahoe is home to significant numbers of mallard/grey duck, scaup, Australasian coot, Canada
goose, black swan and paradise shelduck, as well as the occasional dabchick and shoveler duck.

With increased public use of the “round the lake” walking track and the popularity of Lake Mangamahoe
for picnics, a proportion of the mallards, swan and geese see people as sources of food and have become
quite tame. Despite the abundance of waterfowl, there has been a very low incidence of waterfowl
becoming entangled or hooked up in gear used by flyfishers.

lllegal release of perch and rudd

While perch have been present in many Taranaki lakes and ponds for decades, perch were illegally released
into New Plymouth’s Lake Rotomanu in the mid-1990’s and aiso into Lake Ngangana at Waitara soon aftera
rainbow trout fishery was established there in 2001. Recently it was found that rudd have become
established in Lake Ngangana, probably in the last 3-4 years as a result of an illegal release.

Both these lakes are open to all legal methods, including spin and bait fishing. This has led to a view that the
reason perch have not been illegally released into Lake Mangamahoe is because of the flyfishing only
restriction {spin and bait fishing being the two methods commonly used to catch perch). This may or may
not be true, as Opunake Lake is open to all methods, but does not {yet) contain perch.

There is little doubt that the introduction of perch to Lake Mangamahoe would reduce the productivity of
the trout fishery and would be irreversible. Under the Council’s Policy for Authority to Transfer and Release
Fish (adopted 26th January 2002), anglers will not be allowed to utilise sports fisheries that have not been
established lawfully.



Discussion

Sustainability
Apart from 90+ years of tradition, a major justification for the flyfishing only regulation at Lake Mangamahoe

has been one of sustainability. Relaxing the regulations to allow spin fishing, or spin and bait fishing would
almost certainly increase the harvest and adversely affect the sustainability of the brown trout fishery. A
reduced 1-fish daily bag limit and/or a maximum size limit restriction might help but may not be effective. A
more restrictive bag limit may also reduce the current angling opportunity. For example, under the present
2-fish limit, a flyfisher at Lake Mangamahae can kill a trout and carry on fishing, whereas with a 1-fish limit
they would have to stop fishing on killing a fish. Increasing the stocking rate of rainbow trout may increase
the numbers of fish available, but the fish would likely be of smaller size and potentially poorer condition as
a result of habitat limitations.

The needs of other users of habitats and natural resources

Lake Mangamahoe is a Wildlife Refuge and as such, is home to significant numbers of waterfowl. Despite
this, there has been a very low incidence of wildlife becoming entangled or hooked up in fishing gear. Thisis
in stark contrast to the situation experienced at Whanganui’s Virginia Lake, where problems with waterfowl
being deliberately hooked or becoming entangled in nylon etc. led to bad press and eventually to Virginia
Lake being permanently closed to fishing. Liberalisation of the angling methods at Lake Mangamahoe could
potentially result in a similar situation occurring here. Opening up the lake to spin fishing would undoubtedly
increase the disturbance of waterfowl in the Refuge, particularly during kids’ fishing events, when up to 100
or more anglers could be expected.

Lake Mangamahoe is also an important water supply reservoir. While the lake itself is no longer owned by
NPDC {it has a management agreement with Manawa Energy), increasing the angling use of the lake by
liberalising the allowable methods, followed by an incident {say) where someone drowns, could result in
permanent closure of the fishery. At present, anglers at Lake Mangamahoe are in a privileged position, as -
other recreational activities are prohibited. A NPDC sign inside the road entrance states, “No recreationaf
activities are permitted on or in the lake”. Other NPDC signs state “Lake Mangamahoe provides water for
the city of New Plymouth. In the interest of public safety and health the folfowing activities are prohibited in
the immediate area of the lake - Boating, Swimming, Camping, Horse riding”. Liberalising angling methods
at Lake Mangamahoe to allow increased use by a greater range of anglers could potentially compromise
access to the fishery if there are any incidents.

Dissuading the illegal release of perch and rudd
The reason perch and rudd have not been illegally released into Lake Mangamahoe may be because of the
flyfishing only restriction. A change in the status of the fishery may encourage the release of these species.

Maximisation of recreational opportunity

Despite the restriction on methods, Lake Mangamahoe remains one of the most popular fisheries in the
region. The type of recreational opportunity provided by the fishery is obviously appreciated and sought-
after. Allowing spin or spin and bait fishing could conceivably change the very features of the fishery that
attract flyfishers, leading to a decline in use by this group. The flyfishing only regulation does not deny the
use of the lake to junior licence holders and there are anglers as young as 12 who have used the fishery over
the years {many have gone on to become experts). The regulation encourages anglers to take up flyfishing
and the region’s anglers should be consulted before any regulatory changes are made.

It has been stated that flyfishing only waters are elitist and should be dispensed with in order to maximise
recreational opportunity by allowing all fish licence holders the same rights of access to the fishery. However,
the restriction on methods at Lake Mangamahoe can be justified as a compromise between the three
competing requirements: of sustainability, the needs of other users of habitats and natural resources and
the maximisation of recreational opportunity. Recreational opportunities have been maximised at Lake
Mangamahoe in terms of season length (open all year) and the twao fish limit is the same as that applying to
most other ringplain waters. It remains the region’s only fly fishing only water.



in terms of regional angling method restrictions, Taranaki has the second most liberal set of regulations in
the country, after West Coast and can be said to have “maximised angling opportunity” to a far greater extent
than most other regions. The Council could allow artificial fly to be used at Lake Mangamahoe, which would
allow the use of a spinning rod, with bubble float and fly. But once spinning rods are allowed, anglers will
inevitably want to use spinners, making it more of a compliance issue than it is currently.

Feasibility of holding Kids’ Fishing Promotions at Lake Mangamahoe
It has been asked why the Council doesn’t hold kids” trout fishing promotions at Lake Mangamahoe, as it
does at Lake Rotomanu and in the Patea River at Stratford.

The kids’ fishing promotions currently all involve children fishing for 2-year-old rainbow trout with bait (e.g.
worms, creeper, bread dough) as well as spinners. The use of bait at these promotions develops an
expectation that people wili be able to return to fish for the remaining trout with bait. All waters used in
these promotions are therefore open to all legal methods. Use of bait at Lake Mangamahoe could well create
issues with hooking waterfowl as occurred at Virginia Lake. Restricting anglers to spin gear with spinners and
bubble floats with artificial fly could be an option, but there is still the issue of disturbance to waterfowl in a
wildlife Refuge both during and following kids fishing events.

H&S issues include the potential for children to fall into deep water, including off the newer F&G casting
platform and the outlet channel, where there can be a strong flow of water during power generation. Also,
vehicle traffic on parts of the access road that are narrow and graveled could be problematic. There is also a
significant amount of vegetation around the lake margin bordering the road which can impede access for
events with lots of anglers.

The impacts of stocking up to 500 2-year-old rainbow trout into the lake each year also needs to be
considered, as the current size and condition of fish could well deteriorate.

Given the finite supply of fish, staff and volunteer resources, if the kids’ fishing promotion was shifted to Lake
Mangamahoe, it’s likely the Lake Rotomanu event would cease. Currently, children can use a push-bike to
get to Lake Rotomanu under their own steam and the lake is very close to town and accessible via the coastal
walkway or Clemow Road. In contrast, Lake Mangamahoe is located some 6km from the edge of the city via
a busy motorway and junior anglers would need to be taken there by car. This would effectively result in a
reduction in angling opportunity for junior licence holders from that which currently exists. This was a
downside of moving the Whanganui kids fishing event from Virginia Lake out to Lake Wiritoa.

Any changes to the management of the fishery at Lake Mangamahoe to hold kids” trout fishing promotions,
will need to be approved by the Department of Conservation as the authority administering the Wildlife
Refuge, Manawa Energy as owner of the lake and New Plymouth District Council as manager of the lake
margin and the lake as a water supply resérvair.

Given all of the above, it is the staff view that retaining Lake Rotomanu as the venue for kids’ trout fishing
event and focusing on advocacy to improve Rotomanu’s water quality is the preferred option and that Lake
Mangamahoe should remain restricted to flyfishing only, with fly rod, fly reel, fly line and artificial fly.

Allen Stancliff

Senior Field Officer
Taranaki Fish & Game
8" May 2024



Appendix 1.
Extracts from the New Plymouth District Lake Mangamahoe Management Plan (December 2011)

5.1 Recreation and Use

Goal

To encourage recreation and leisure activities within the park in a way that compliments
the needs and values of all users, and protects and preserves the park’s environment and
the value of Lake Mangamahoe as a Wildlife Refuge without compromising the primary
purpose of the park of water catchment.

5.1.3 Lake Mangamahoe is considered to be suitable for the following recreation and
leisure activifies:
- Mountain Bike Riding
- Horse Riding
- Walking and Running
- Rogaining
- Ontenteering
- Fly fishing
- Emergency Training
- Wildlife viewing
- Picnicking
- Dog walking except within the Wildlife Refuge and within 200m from the
lake edge.
Other informal active and passive recreation.
5.14 Water sports otlier than fly fishing are not permutted unless approved through a
permit from the Department of Conservation.
5.1.5 Huating is not anticipated as an activity in this park and not permitted i the
Wildlife Refuge without a permit from the Department of Conservation.

{3 Lake Use Objectives

a) To continue to avoid, remedy or mitigate any potential contamination of the water
supply.

b) To manage the lake as a restricted catchment and a wildlife refupe area under the
Wildlife Act 1953

Trout Fishery Objectives
a) Lake Mangamahoe provides sport fish license holders with a high quality fishery for
brown and rainbow frout in a sceaic and un-crowded environment.

Policies

5.1.47 The trout fishery in Lake Mangamahoe will be maintained by Fish & Game NZ
through releases of hatchery reared trout, as necessary.

5.1.48 Appropriate signage will be used to inform anglers and the general public of”
regulations poverning the Lake Mangamahoe trout fishery.

5.1.49 Angler access to the margin of Lake Mangamahoe will be mainfained and
enhanced, where practicable and appropriate, including through the construction
of casting plaiforms on the lake margin. Fish and Game NZ will be responsible for-
the provision of such structures.




2024 Fish Monitoring
Report

This report has been prepared to provide insight into the
status of the Taranaki Region’s Trout Fishery for the 2023-2024
season,

The primary ohjective of this report is to provide data that will
enable informed decision making for future management.

The report summarises data received from local angler and
national survey results, alongside species and habitat data
gathered from various environmental monitoring efforts
undertaken throughout the region.

Allen Stancliff
Senior Fish and Game Officer
Taranaki Fish and Game Council

October 2024
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TARANAKI FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

The Chairman
Taranaki Fish and Game Council

2023/24 Fishery Monitoring Report

Angler diary scheme

The Species Management section of the Council’s 2023/24 Annual Plan has a planned result to
“Monitor and report information on the status of the region’s trout fisheries sufficient to measure
overall angler success (through a diary scheme), set effective regulations and inform management
directions”. ‘

This 2023/24 season was the seventh season since 2017/18 that a voluntary angler diary scheme has
been used across the Taranaki Fish and Game region.

Unfortunately, this year only 9 anglers returned season data, compared with 19 anglers in 2022/23, 21
anglers in 2021/22 and 2020/2021, 22 in 2019/2020, 16 in 2018/2019 and 23 in 2017/18. The data
provided a record of 115 angling trips greater than 15 minutes duration, compared to 139, 227, 207,
249 and 188 angling trips in the preceding 5 years.

In the following analysis the average catch rate was calculated by first determining the catch rate for
each individual angler trip (number of fish caught / divided by how long the angler spent fishing) then
averaging all these catch rates for the particular river or lake. This ensures each trip received equal
weighting and therefore the average catch rate is a more appropriate measure of what an angler
experienced on average. In this way the catch rate can also be used as one measure of angler
satisfaction.

However, with this approach it is necessary to limit the analysis to trips longer than 15 minutes,
otherwise unrealistic individual catch rates may be obtained which in turn skew the overall average
calculated. The catch rates (cpue) listed in Tables 1 & 2 below represent the catch of trout larger than
30cm in length per hour of fishing effort. For example, a cpue of 0.5 equals half a trout per hour or
one trout for every two hours fishing.

Table 1 highlights that, like previous seasons, most effort (89% of the total) was recorded on rivers in
the region. While the average catch rate for rivers (0.43 fish/hr) was the lowest recorded aver the
seven seasons, it is still respectable when compared to the combined average catch rates of 0.44 for
the Tongariro (0.33), Tauranga Taupo (0.41) and Hinemaiaia (0.56) rivers within the Taupo Fishery
(DOC Liaison 2022).

The average catch rate for lakes (0.46 fish/hr, Table 1) was lower than in the 2022 season, but as only
17 trips to lakes were recorded by diarists, the data is not definitive. All the seven rainbow trout (2
large & 5 small) caught at Lake Mangamahoe by diarists were identified as hatchery fish, indicating
that the annual release of around 300 rainbows is still providing a good fishing opportunity.



Catch rate data for some of the larger, more popular river fisheries is presented in Table 2. Data has
not been presented for some of the smaller streams in accordance with an undertaking not to identify
diarist’s favourite small stream fisheries.

With small sample sizes, the average catch rate can be strongly influenced by the results of one or two
trips and this can be misleading. For example, no large brown trout were landed by diarists in the
Manganui River, but then only four trips were recorded. Diarists didn’t report catching any rainbow
trout in the Waingongoro River in six trips, but a number of these trips were to the upper river
upstream of the Eltham weir where brown trout predominate.

Catch rates look to have rebounded in the Manganui o Te Ao River, (0.97 fish/hr cf. 0.45 fish/hr in
2022) but this result is based on only three trips and 15 hours of fishing effort.

Little data is available for the Waiaua River at Opunake, which is recovering from the July 2021 flood
that caused headwater erosion and decimated the habitat and the fishery. Since this event, 1,000
rainbow trout fry have been released into a stable tributary, along with 803 rainbow yearlings
released into the mainstem. However, it is still not known if these releases have been successful, and
anglers will be encouraged to fish the Waiaua in the 2024/25 season. With little water inflow from the
Waiaua River, Opunake Lake remains in a poor state with frequent algal blooms and until the hydro
scheme is back up and running it will not be worthwhile releasing trout there.

The Hangatahua/Stony River ran grey with ash for several weeks following a flood on 13% April 2024,
but anglers reported seeing fish once the river settled down again. In six trips, diarists reported
catching four small and five large hatchery rainbow trout in 10 hours of fishing effort. No brown trout
were caught by diarists. While the river cantinues to experience periodic erosion events, in between
times it receives a significant amount of angling use, with the National Angler survey estimating
around 500 angler visits during the 2021/22 season. Given the ‘here today - gone tomorrow’ nature of
the fishery, it is still appropriate to have the river open to angling all year and to continue with annual
releases of 200 17-month brown and rainbow trout to bolster the fishery when conditions are
suitahle.

The number of recorded trips to the upper Patea River remained low and little can be said about the
results. It's a similar situation for the lower Patea River, with only one trip recorded by diarists (Table
2). Likewise, use of the Waingongoro River by diarists remains low, with only 6 trips recorded.
Encouraging diarists to fish the Waingongoro and recruiting new diarists in the coming season may
help to provide more information, as indications are that there is good fishing to be had.

The Waiwhakaiho River has also seen a drop in use by diarists in the last two seasons. Diarists landed
five [arge brown trout in 13.5 hours of fishing, to give an average catch rate of 0.4 fish per hour.
Kaupokonui Stream fished fairly consistently for both rainbow and brown trout.

The small number of diary returns this season has had an impact on the accuracy of the information
and how it can be interpreted. It is common for diary schemes to start off with high returns and then
decline over time as anglers get tired of recording their effort or reduce their fishing activity and it
becomes hard to find new anglers to take their place. However, diaries have so far been sent out to 22
anglers for the start of the 2024/25 season and staff will look to recruit more willing participants.
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Waiongana/IVlangaoraka Stream Investigation

The Species Management section of the Council's 2023/24 Annual Plan has a planned result to
“Assess juvenile trout recruitment in Waiongana/ Mangaoraka Stream to compare with baseline
information from other catchment surveys”.

With help from Bart Jansma (Riverwise Consulting} 11 sites in the Waiongana/Mangaoraka Stream
- catchment were electric fished on 11 and 12" December 2023.

A total of 10 brown trout fry were found at Site 1 in Waiongana Stream just downstream of the
national park boundary (Table 3) where water quality was pristine. However, despite generally very
good riparian vegetation, water quality had deteriorated significantly by the time streams reached
Inglewood, with abundant streambed algal growth and a poor quality and quantity
macroinvertebrate fauna present. Two further brown trout fry were found in the Manganaeia
Stream tributary just upstream of the Waiongana confluence and one fry in Mangaonaia Stream in
the Lepperton area. This suggests there is only limited recruitment of brown trout in parts of the
catchment subject to nutrient enrichment and sediment runoff from intensive dairy farms.

The survey results support the findings of a staff report completed in 2022/23 which summarised
available information on the catchment. TRC State of the Environment Monitoring information for
macroinvertebrates, periphyton and physicochemical water quality indicated that the middle and
lower reaches of Waiongana/Mangaoraka Stream have poor water quality, with ecosystem health
adversely affected by point and diffuse source discharges of nutrients and sediment, and with
several attributes at or below NPS-FM national bottom lines {D-band}).

This occurs despite generally very good riparian vegetation present throughout much of the
catchment and indicates that additional measures need to be undertaken to improve water quality,
perhaps through the implementation of Freshwater Farm Plans.

Generally healthy populations of native fish were recorded (Table 3), particularly fongfin eel and
redfin bully. The presence of an abundant population of paratya shrimp at downstream sites will
provide an additional food source for trout that will go some way to offsetting impacts on the
macroinvertebrate fauna.

The total number of each species recorded at each site is presented in Table 3.



Table 3. The total number of each species found at each site during the Waiongana River catchment
electric fishing survey, 11/12 December 2023.

Survey Site Species
Brown Tarrent Eel Redfin Lamprey | Shrimp | Inanga | Koura
Trout Fish Bully | ammocoete
Site 1— Waiongana 10 2 1 '
near National Park
Site 2 — Mangaoraka 2 1
near National Park
Site 3 — Mangaoraka 11 1
SH3 )
Site 4 — Manganaeia 2 9 2
Stream confluence ds
Inglewood
Site 5 — Waiongana-iti 12 6 1
Stream Hursthouse Rd.
Site 6 — Waiongana 1 8 10
SH3A
Site 7 — Awai Stream 1 11 5 lots 1
(Mangaoraka confl.)
Site 8 — Mangaoraka 2 8 4 5 yes
ds Awai confuence
Site 9 — Mangaoraka 25 5 lots
us SH3
Site 10 — Mangacnaia i 11 43 lots 1
(Waiongana confl.)
Site 11 —Waiongana 23 97 lots 1
{(Kairau Rd. West}

Waingongoro Catchment Fishery Review

The Species Management section of the Council’s 2023/24 Annual Plan also had a planned result to
“Complete resource inventory of the Waingongoro River catchment to determine current status of
the trout fishery and identify threats and opportunities (yr 2 of 2)”

The Waingongoro catchment fishery review report is still in draft form (some 55 pages) and has not
yet been completed. It summarises available information on the catchment and looks at options for
enhancement of water quality and the trout fishery. Data from the TRC State of the Environment
monitoring programmes for macroinvertebrates, periphyton and physiochemical water quality have
been collated to document water quality and ecosystem health.

Riparian fencing and planting in the catchment is going well with 94.2% of the catchment fenced
(69.1km left to do) and 87% planted {130km left to do; TRC April 2023). However, the significant
number of treated farm dairy effluent and other discharges to land and water, as well as stormwater
and groundwater runoff results in a progressive decline in water quality in the middle and lower
reaches of the catchment. Recycling of farm dairy effluent to land is increasing as resource consents
come up for renewal, but identifying and protecting critical source areas of stormwater and
groundwater runoff is needed to improve water quality and the macroinvertebrate communities
that provide food for native fish and trout.




Lake Mangamahoe Trout Spawning Survey

Lake Mangamahoe is a 24ha hydro reservoir located near New Plymouth. It supperts a fishery based
on wild brown trout, supplemented with the annual release of around 300 hatchery rainbows.
Brown trout recruitment maost likely stems from spawning in Mangamahoe Stream and from
juveniles entrained in water diverted from the Waiwhakaiho River via the lake inlet tunnel. The
fishery is restricted to fly fishing only and is one of the most popular in the region.

Spawning surveys of Mangamahoe Stream have been carried out since 1990 (Figure 1) in a 1.5km
section between SH3 and a waterfall. The reach is mainly used by brown trout, with numbers of fish
and spawning redds fluctuating over time. In 2024, an initial survey was undertaken on 21* June to
enhance known and potential spawning sites. A total of three sites were enhanced, with 6 brown
trout (2 pairs) and 2 rainbow trout (1 pair) observed.

A repeat survey on 10™ July at the spawning peak recorded 9 redds (4 small, 2 medium, 3 large), 3
brown trout (plus 2 dead fish) and no rainbow trout in Mangamahoe Stream. The observed activity
remained at a relatively low level (Figure 1). The number of spawning sites in Mangamahoe Stream
has reduced over time as a result of the impact of floods, but the current level of spawning is still
likely to provide a reasonable level of recruitment to the Lake Mangamahoe fishery.

A significant amount of spawning was observed in the lake inlet downstream of the Waiwhakaiho
River diversion tunnel outlet, with 5 large redds, 8 brown and 4 rainbow trout seen. However,
spawning and fry production in the inlet is unlikely to contribute significantly to the fishery, as the
flow is swift and deep and there is little rearing habitat for fry.
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Figure 1. Peak counts of spawning trout in Mangamahoe Stream (top) and spawning indices derived
from the number and size of spawning redds seen {bottom}.

Mangorei Stream Trout Spawning Survey

Mangorei Stream is a major tributary of the lower Waiwhakaiho River, entering the mainstem just
downstream of the outlet to Mangorei power station and the 6km residual flow reach. Its low
gradient lower reaches contain significant amounts of gravel and a 1.8km section upstream of the
Waiwhakaiho confluence has been monitored for trout spawning since 1990 {Figure 2}, although not
as often as Mangamahoe Stream.

A survey on 10% July close to the spawning peak recorded 6 redds (1 small, 2 medium, 3 large) and 2
jack brown trout and one juvenile brown. Spawning activity remained at a low ebb compared with
historical counts (Figure 2) and appeared consistent with anglers reports of hard fishing in the lower
Waiwhakaiho River over the last couple of seasons.
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Figure 2. Counts of spawning trout in Mangaorei Stream (top) and spawning indices derived from the
number and size of spawning redds seen {(bottom).

National Angler Survey — Taranaki Results

After much delay, results of the 2021/22 National Angler Survey, prepared by NIWA for Fish & Game
NZ, became available in July 2023. However, a summary of the Taranaki results has not yet been
presented to Council.

Table 4 below summarises results from Taranaki waters from the five national surveys completed to
date. It's not an exhaustive list but includes most of the waters in the region.



Table 4, National Angler Survey — Taranaki Results

Lake or river 1994/95 | 2001/02 | 2007/08 | 2014/15 | 2021/22
Lake Ratapiko 340 650 80 164
Lake Namunamu 300 30 30 130 22
Sattlers Dam 9
Lake Wiritoa 10 50 100 80 67
Lake Kohata 110

Lake Rotomanu 720 620 300 730 658
Lake Ngangana 200 100 10 6
Lake Mangamahoe 1380 830 1510 1210 594
Lake Rotokare 202
Lake Rotorangi 230 150 130 40 103
Lake Opunake 30 4 200 190
Mangawhero River 620 430 420 250 393
Taonui Stream 400 70 50 100 71
Tokiahuru Stream 80 30 29
Waitaiki Stream 30 40 40 10 67
Whanganui River 189 371 674 1005
Manganui-o-te-ao River 1970 760 2381 1230 905
Ruatiti Stream 30 140 20 192
Orautoha Stream 30 80

Waimarino Stream 20 40 50 13
Makatote River 120 5 13 4
Retaruke River 80 80 100 190 202
Patea River 280 880 1450 545 685%
Waingongoro River 1550 1010 1210 560 110
Mangatoki Stream 200 30 10 20 14
Kapuni Stream 50 110 50 30 34
Kaupokonui Stream 160 230 290 200 157
Mangawhero Stream 30 20 10 23
Otakeho Stream 10 40 29
Taungatara Stream 10 230 10

Waiaua River 100 10 50 50 114
Clkahu Stream 80 10 40 10 8
Warea River 30 30 130 50 54
Stony River 150 410 267 285 508
Timaru Stream 30 10 130 120

QOakura River 30 40 30 30 11
Te Henui Stream 290 20 60

Waiwhakaiho River 530 340 1240 1214 538
Mangorei Stream 110 20 10 32
Kai Auahi Stream 100 70 108 12
Waiongana Stream 100 20 80 180 44
Mangaoraka Stream 190 90 60

Waitara River 20 10 120 30 106




Manganui River 160 150 600 310 123

Ngatoro Stream 40 140 60

Maketawa Stream 100 40 60 10 26
13 150 8230 | 16380 3850 8,240

*lower Patea River = 276; upper Patea River = 409

RECOMMENDATION:

e THAT THE 2023/24 FISHERY MONITORING REPORT BE RECEIVED.

Allen Stancliff

3 October 2024




2023/2024 Hatchery and
| Trout Liberations Report

This report provides data on Fish and Games Hawera
Hatchery operations.

It includes data on the release of Fry, Fingerling, Yearling,
and Two-Year-old Rainbow trout into various waterways
throughout the region.

The report also presents an analysis of the operating costs
involved, and an exploration of cost-per-fish-reared.
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TARANAKI FISH AND GAME COUNCIL
The Chairman

Taranaki Fish and Game Council
2023/24 HATCHERY AND TROUT LIBERATIONS REPORT
1. INTRODUCTION

The Council's 2023/24 Annual Operational Plan has a species management objective to
“supplement trout fishing opportunities with appropriate stocking that is valued, cost effective
in terms of the return to the angler and which retains community support”. The project planned
results are:

¢ Undertake an annual trout stocking programme which concentrates on creating and
maintaining valued lake fisheries;

e Undertake a trial release of 2-year-old trout into the lower Patea River to assess the
potential for a long-term programme,

e Undertake monitoring of angler returns from the 2017-2021 releases of tagged brown
and rainbow trout into the lower Fatea River;

e Operate the Hawera hatchery in an effective, cost efficient and sustainable manner
utilising volunteer support to meet the identified stocking objectives.

2. HAWERA HATCHERY

There were 1,212 adipose-fin clipped rainbow trout yearlings from the 2022 year-class held in
the Hawera hatchery at the beginning of the 2023/2024 financial year.

An estimated 2,750 brown and rainbow trout fry from the 2023 year-class were also held at
that time. These fish originated from 1,000 eyed brown ova and 2,000 eyed rainbow ova
received from the Eastern F&G Region’s Ngongotaha hatchery on 22" June 2023 (Figure 1).
Sent by overnight courier, the ova went to Hamilton instead of Hawera, but the extra 24 hours
of travel didn’t adversely affect their subsequent hatching and survival. Rainbow trout from the
2023 year-class were adipose fin-clipped on 28" March 2024, at which time the count was
2,572 fish, meaning that significantly more than 2,000 ova had been received. Brown trout
from the 2023 year-class were adipose fin-clipped on 215 May 2024, at which time the count
was 836 fish. '

A total of 2,000 eyed rainbow trout ova and 1,000 eyed brown trout ova (2024 year-class for
2024/25 release) were received from the Eastern F&G Region’s Ngongotaha hatchery on 23
May 2024. From these ova approximately 2,750 fry were held in the hatchery at year-end (31
August 2024).



A team of nine volunteers ran the hatchery on a daily basis on Council’s behalf.

3. RELEASES OF FRY, FINGERLING OR YEARLING RAINBOW TROUT

During the 2023/24 financial year, a total of 3,037 fingerling, yearling and up to 18-month
rainbow trout from the 2022 and 2023 year-classes were released into four lakes and three
rivers in the region (Tables 1 & 2). The total also included 702 fingerling rainbows that were
liberated into two eclosed waters in the Wellington Fish & Game Region (Marton reservoir and
a Rangitikei quarry pond).

Releases were made consistent with the release schedules presented to the March 2023 and
2024 Council meetings. In accordance with the Council’'s Sports Fish & Game Management
Plan 2011, and relevant legislation (Conservation Act s26ZM), the Council only releases trout
into waters where they already exist.

The total included 703 fingerling and yearling rainbow trout released into the upper Waiaua
River near Opunake in September 2023 and April 2024 fo help restore the fishery following a
major headwater erosion event in the Waiaua mainstem on 17" July 2021.

A total of 722 rainbows were raised through to 17/18 months of age for release into the upper
Patea River (300 fish) for a kids’ trout fishing promotion, into the lower Patea River
downstream of Patea Dam (120) and into the Hangatahua (Stony) River (213) and Lake
Mangamahoe (101). Many of these fish were over 1kg. Releases into the Hangatahua River
provided good angling opportunity through to mid-April 2024, when a minor headwater erosion
event caused the river to run grey with sand and ash for four weeks. Anglers reported seeing
fish in the river once it cleared, and fishing has continued during the winter as the fishery is
open all year.

For the 2022 year-class, the total number of rainbow trout raised through to release was 1,712
fish (500 released in 2022/23 & 1,212 in 2023/24) from the 3,000 ova received in July 2022.
This gave a survival to release of 57.1% (Figure 2), which was about average. However, the
total didn’t include 1,000 rainbow fry that were released into the Waiaua River on 15t
November 2022 and if these are included the survival figure rises to 90.4%

Survival to release for the 2023 year-class is tracking at 113.6% (1,825 released to date and
1,583 held over (747 rainbow & 836 brown).

4. RELEASES OF TWO-YEAR-OLD RAINBOW TROUT FROM NGONGOTAHA

A total of 500 two-year-old rainbows from the Eastern Fish & Game Region’s Ngongotaha
hatchery were released into Lake Rotomanu on 19" October 2023 (Table 3). These fish cost
$6,339.03 (GST exclusive) or $12.68 each once transport was included. No outside funding



was obtained for this release, but it could be in the future via an inglewood Rod, Gun &
Recreation Club application to the NZCT or Pub Charity.

Following the release, a family trout fishing promotion was held at New Plymouth’s Lake
Rotomanu on 28" October 2023 which, while successful in terms of participation, resulted in
only a few rainbow trout being caught. Reasons for this are unclear, but the lake outlet grill will
be netted off for the 2024 event to ensure fish remain in the lake. The 2023 event was held in
conjunction with the Inglewood Rod, Gun & Recreation Club and Taranaki Hunting & Fishing
and it was the fourth year that trout were released into the lake rather than corralled in a
holding net. Hynds Pipe Systems kindly provided their BBQ trailer for this event.

A release of 120 two-year+ rainbow trout was also made into Sattler's Dam near Raetihi on
26 March 2024. These fish were donated by DOC’s Tongariro National Trout Centre. This
year there was no evidence of illegal netting or other illegal activity. Thanks to our Raetihi and
Waiouru Rangers for keeping a close watch on the fishery following the release.

5. PLANNED RESULTS FOR HAWERA HATCHERY TROUT RELEASES

51  Implement an effective trout stocking programme which concentrates on creating
and maintaining valued lake fisheries.

As shown in Tables 2&3, hatchery rainbow trout were liberated into five lakes in the region
(including Sattier's Dam) during the year. Lakes Mangamahoe and Rotomanu are well used
by anglers. Lesser numbers fish Lake Ratapiko, where the annual March/April lake level
drawdown reduces fishery productivity. No release was made into Lake Namunamu this year
as access has been restricted in preparation for forest harvest over the next 3-5 years. A top-
up release to Lake Namunamu is scheduled for April 2026.

Three rivers were also stocked with hatchery rainbow trout during the year. In the case of the
Hangatahua (Stony) River, the release of 213 17-month Hawera hatchery rainbows was
successful in sustaining a productive and valued fishery in between headwater erosion events,

The release of 300 Hawera hatchery rainbows into the upper Patea River in the centre of
Stratford enabled a kids' trout fishing promotion attended by 82 children to go ahead on 2™
December 2023. The release provided ongoing opportunities for local anglers and following
25 years of releases, a wild rainbow trout population is also becoming established in the upper
Patea River.

The release of fingerling and yearling rainbow trout into the Waiaua River at Opunake is a
temporary measure to promote recovery of the fishery following the July 2021 erosion event.



Previously, rainbow trout released into Opunake Lake had been able to access the Waiaua
River via the Opunake HEPS inlet race, but with the power scheme shut down since 1 June
2018 this has not been an option.

5.2 Undertake a trial release of 2-year-old trout into the lower Patea River to assess the
potential for a long-term programme and monitor angler returns from the 2017-2021 releases
of tagged brown and rainbow trout into the lower Patea River.

In November 2023, 120 Hawera hatchery rainbow trout weighing up to 1.3kg were released
into the lower Patea River below Patea Dam as part of a programme to assess whether
releasing trout at a larger size increases the return to anglers. During the year there was little
feedback from anglers on the success of the releases. Long-standing access to the power
station tailrace has been stopped by Manawa Energy following a H&S Audit, denying anglers
access to the most popular fishing site on the river.

Following preparation of a report by Fish & Game staff reviewing the 2017-2021 trout stocking
in the lower Patea River downstream of Patea Dam, Manawa Energy agreed to fund annual
releases of 100 larger 1kg+ rainbow trout and 100 large brown trout from the Hawera hatchery
into the lower Patea River for five years (2024 — 2028 inclusive). The review concluded that
releasing trout at a larger size will likely provide a better return to anglers and be a more cost-
effective approach to mitigation.

5.3 Operate the Hawera hatchery in an effective, cost efficient and sustainable manner
utilising volunteer support to meet the identified stocking objectives.

Operating costs for the Hawera hatchery over the period 1 September 2023 - 31 August 2024
came to $13,212.66 (compared with $12,119.64 in 2022/23, $10,680.94 in 2021/22 and
$8,862.29 in 2020/21). This included the cost of trout ova ($1,466.37), fish food ($4,750.57),
insurance ($849.49), power ($732.81), liberation and hatchery expenses ($2,662.97}, fish
trailer expenses ($387.43) and resource consent monitoring fees ($2,363.02), but excluded
staff time. Capital expenditure of $1,365 for a new hatchery freezer and $3,216.43 for
refurbishment of the fish release trailer were excluded from the total.

With a total of 4,620 trout raised at the hatchery in the 2023/2024 financial year, (3,037
released and 1,583 held over) this put the average cost of raising trout at the Hawera hatchery
at $2.86 per fish. However, in 2023/24 there was $1,790 of income from a Taranaki Electricity
Trust grant to cover the cost of raising trout for the December 2023 Stratford kids' fishing
event, which brought the cost per fish down to $2.47 (Figure 3). This compares to $3.90 in
2022/23, $4.27 in 2021/22 (no TET grant) and $3.03 in 2020/21 (TET grant received) (all
figures GST exclusive). So, while total operating costs for the hatchery increased, the larger
numbers of fish raised at the hatchery during the year meant that the cost per fish decreased.



Figure 3 - Cost of trout produced vs year for 2010/11 to 2023/24
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While costs continue to rise, the smaller number of fish raised in recent years and rearing
some fish through to at least 17-months of age means that fish are now much larger at release,
and they will have better survival and higher angling value as a result.

The figure of $2.47 per fish compares favourably with the cost of purchasing 2-year rainbow
trout directly from the Eastern F&G Region ($37.06 each, plus transport @ $2.64/km),
particularly given that the oldest Hawera fish are much larger at release (1 — 1.5kg compared
with 0.5 — 0.8kg).

Having trout available at Hawera retains the flexibility to release fish when receiving water
conditions are suitable. As indicated in Section 4, the large Hawera rainbows raised for the
Stratford, Stony River and lower Patea River releases would have cost af least $12.68 each
to buy and transport from Ngongotaha.

6. RECOMMENDATION

That the 2023/2024 Trout Liberation Report dated 3™ September 2024, be received.
Allen Stancliff

Senior Field Officer

3" September 2024




TABLE 1 - Releases of fry, fingerling or yearling rainbow trout into Taranaki Region rivers and
lakes during the 2023/2024 financial year. All fish raised at the Hawera hatchery were
produced from Lake Tarawera-strain ova received from the Eastern Fish & Game Region.

Water Release Hatchery Origin Fish Year Number
Date Class Released
Lake Mangamahoe 20.09.23 F&G Hawera 2022 175
Waiaua River 20.09.23 F&G Hawera 2022 303
Patea River (lower) 13.11.23 F&G Hawera 2022 120
Stony River 13.11.23 F&G Hawera 2022 100
Patea River (upper) 1.12.23 F&G Hawera 2022 300
Lake Mangamahoe 20.12.23 F&G Hawera 2022 101
Stony River 20.12.23 F&G Hawera 2022 113
Waiaua River 24.04.24 F&G Hawera 2023 400
Lake Mangamahoe 14.05.24 F&G Hawera 2023 303
Wellington Region 16.05.24 F&G Hawera 2023 702
Lake Ratapiko 26.08.24 F&G Hawera 2023 200
Lake Ngangana 26.08.24 F&G Hawera 2023 100
Lake Mangamahoe 26.08.24 F&G Hawera 2023 60
Lake Rotomanu 26.08.24 F&G Hawera 2023 60
Total
Released

TABLE 2 - Total number of fry, fingerling or yearling rainbow trout released intc each

water during the 2023/2024 financial year

Water Number Released
l.ake Ratapiko 200
Lake Mangamahoe 639
Lake Rotomanu 60




Lake Ngangana 100
Waiaua River 703
Stony River 213
Patea River {(upper) 300
Patea River (lower) 120
Wellington F&G Region 702

Total Released 3,037

TABILE 3. Releases of 2-year-old hatchery rainbows in the Taranaki Region

during the 2022/2023 financial year.

Total Released

Water Date Hatchery Origin Number Released
Lake Rotomanu 19.10.23 F&G Ngongataha 500
26.03.24 DOC Turangi 120
Sattlers Dam
620
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Waimarino and
Whanganui Banding
Report 2024

Taranaki, Eastern, and Wellington Fish and Game staff annually
meet in February to undertake Mallard and Grey Duck banding
in the Taranaki regicn.

This is done in an effort to better understand the movement
and survival rates of Mallard and Grey Duck to create more
informed management decisions.

This report presents and reviews banding data from 2017~
2024, with data gathered from the Waimarino (between 2017-
2019), and Whanganui (between 2020-2024),

Allen Stancliff
Senior Fish and Game Officer

Taranaki Fish and Game Council

September 2024
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TARANAKI FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

The Chairman
Taranaki Fish and Game Council

Waimarino/ Whanganui Banding Report

For the last eight years in February staff, in conjunction with Eastern and Wellington Fish & Game
staff and volunteers, have undertaken a duck banding programme in the Waimarino (2017, 2018,
2019) and Whanganui areas {2020 - 2024). This involved building traps and learning new techniques
to develop an effective programme. This has proved successful and in the Waimarino in 2017 we
banded 122 grey and mallard ducks at 3 sites (Table 1), 248 ducks at 4 sites in 2018 and in 2019, 148
ducks at 3 sites {a 4" site didn’t ‘switch-on’ that year for unknown reasons).

In Whanganui in 2020 we banded 74 grey and mallard ducks at 2 sites, 289 ducks at 2 sites in 2021
554 ducks at 3 sites in 2022, 567 ducks at 3 sites in 2023 and 383 ducks at 2 sites in 2024. The
reduced number of ducks banded in Whanganui in 2024 resulted from a feral cat entering one of the
traps, so that none of the 5 traps at the upper site caught ducks on the second day.

We also banded 38 ducks in New Plymouth {Lake Mangamahoe and Te Henui estuary) as partof a
bird banding workshop in November 2023.

As part of the programme, hunters were encouraged to return data on any banded ducks they shot
either via contact during the gamebird harvest survey, by articles in the F&G magazine, hunting
newsletters, newspapers, ezines or through personal contact.

The numbers of ducks banded, and bands returned are summarised in tables 1 and 2.

Tahle 1. Number of ducks banded 2017 to 2024

Banding Year Mallards G_Fé;,r duck Tatal banded Banding site
banded handed
2017 87 35 122 | Waimarino |
2018 188 60 248 Waimarino
2019 105 43 148 Waimarino
2020 43 31 74 Whanganui
2021 281 8 289 Whanganui
2022 549 5 554 Whanganui
2023 553 14 567 Whanganui
2023 (Nov) 38 0 38 New Plymouth
2024 380 3 383 Whanganui
Total 2,224 199 2,423

Tahle 2 shows the percentage of bands recovered for each banding year.

For ducks banded in the Waimarino in 2017 — 2019, between 4.4 and 13.7 % of bands have been
returned by hunters so far, with no bands returned since the 2022 game season. All of the banded
birds reported in 2017 (6) were shot locally, and in 2018 14 out of 16 banded birds (87.5%) were
shot in the immediate area (the other two were shot in the Waikato). In 2019, only 66% were shot
locally with 3 birds shot in the Ohura catchment and one bird reported from Waitotara (60 to 80km
away from where they were banded).



Autumn 2019 was much dryer than preceding years with many ponds dry come opening day. Both
the reduced recovery rate of banded birds and also reduced proportion shot locally hints that
potentially a number of ducks migrated out of the area possibly due to the dry conditions that
prevailed.

In Whanganui (2020 — 2024), the total returns to date have been between 5.9% and 21.4% (Table 2),
perhaps indicating that harvest pressure is greater in the Whanganui area than in the Waimarino.

In 2020, 9 out of the 12 Whanganui banded birds were shot locally within the Whanganui area, with
another 2 shot in the Waimarino and one in Morrinsville, 265km away from where it was banded.

In 2021, 2 of the 8 banded birds were shot in Whanganui area, 4 were shot in the Waimarino, 1 was
shot at Lake Aniwhenua east of Rotorua (175 km from its banding site} and 1 was shot north of
Morrinsville (216 km from its banding site).

In 2022, most of the 50 Whanganui band returns were from the local Whanganui area and down into
the Manawatu. There appeared to be little movement up into the Taranaki ringplain area, with just
one band returned from a duck shot at Kahui Road, some 129km from the banding site.

In 2023, nearly ali the 45 band returns were from birds shot in the local Whanganui/Manawatu area,
with one shot in Masterton some 123km away and one shot in Taranaki at Upper Dudley Road
Inglewood, 122km from the banding site.

In 2024, most of the 84 band returns came from the local area and Manawatu, with two ducks from
Whanganui shot at Wataroa Road Pungarehu, some 139km away.

One of the 33 birds banded at Lake Mangamahoe, New Plymouth was shot 185km away at Foxton.

The results currently do not include analysis of recaptures of previously banded birds at the banding
sites. For example, on day 1 of banding at Whanganui in 2024, 92 ducks banded in previous years
were trapped in addition to the 354 unbanded ducks trapped. This indicates there is quite a high
level of fidelity to the banding site {i.e. it's a good place te live).

The landowner has kindly committed to another year of trapping at Whanganui, with banding
scheduled for early February 2025.

RECOMMENDATION:

1. That the 2024 Whanganui banding report he received.

Allen Stancliff
Senior Field Officer
26 September 2024
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2023/2024 Taranaki
Gamebird Dispersal
Report

This report covers operational work undertaken within
2023/2024 to disperse and/or control gamebirds that are
causing significant damage.

It provides data on the amount of dispersal permits that
were issued, the control methods that were used, the
location in which dispersal efforts occurred, and the
gamebird species involved.

Jilli Steedman
Secretary
Taranaki Fish and Game Council

September 2024

NEW ZEALAND




TARANAKI FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

The Chairman
Taranaki Fish and Game Council
2023/2024 Game Bird Dispersal Report

This paper reports on operational activity conducted during the reporting period under project 1181. The
objective of this project is to ensure the dispersal or control of congregations of game birds where they
cause unacceptable damage.

A total of 72 permits to disturb were issued by Taranaki Fish & Game staff within the reporting period (71
permits issued last year). Note that some of these permits cover more than 1 species.

The area with the highest number of permits issued was Taranaki {49) then Whanganui (20) and 3 permits
were issued in the Waimarino. 47 Permits were issued between the months of November and May {47 last
year).

Income of $640 ($680 last year) for the hire of gas guns was received during the year,

MALLARD
There were 9 permits (11 permits issued 2022/2023) issued for the disturbance of Mallard ducks, causing
damage to crops (4 were for only mallards, 5 included Paradise shelduck).

BLACK SWAN
There were 0 permits issued to disturb Black Swan {0 last year).

PUKEKO
49 permits were issued for the disturbance of pukeko, 1 including Paradise shelduck (41 permits issued
2022/2023).

Problem No. permits | Disturbance method used
issued
Damage to gardens 32 | Trip traps {17) Shot gun / .22rifle {15)
Damage to crops & pasture 6 | Shotgun / Gas Gun
Damage to pasture 4| 2Zrifle
Fouling troughs 51 .22 rifle
Damage to Xmas Tree Farm 1] .22 rifle
Attacking Chickens 1| .22 air rifle

PARADISE SHELDUCK
21 permits were issued for the disturbance of Paradise shelduck {14 were for Paradise shelduck only, 5
including Mallard and 1 including Pukeko. This compares to 23 permits issued 2022/2023.

No. permits
Problem issued Disturbance method used

Damage to crops & pasture 21 | Gas gun / Shot gun

Recommendation

That the Game Bird Dispersal Report —2023/2024, be received.
Jilli Steedman

SECRETARY

10 September 2024
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2024 Gamebird Opening
Weekend Hunter
Satisfaction Survey

For the 2024 Gamebird season, Matthew Garrick (NCF&G)
and Heather Sanders Garrick (NZC) created a survey for all
Fish and Game Regions to utilise to gauge Hunter
satisfaction at a regional level.

The survey was standardised for all regions, enabling a .
comparison of the data from each region at a national level. )\

This report provides the preliminary results for the Taranaki
Region.

Allen Stancliff
Senior Fish and Game Officer
Taranaki Fish and Game Council

September 2024
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TARANAKI FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

The Chairman
Taranaki Fish and Game Council

2024 Game Bird Hunter Opening Weekend Satisfaction Survey

In consultation with regions, Matthew Garrick (NCF&G) and Heather Sanders Garrick (NZC}
formulated a series of questions about hunter satisfaction, with the objective of obtaining results on
a national basis for comparison.

Hunters were surveyed as a part of the annual opening weekend harvest survey, and those who
hunted during opening weekend were asked questions about their level of satisfaction with their
opening weekend experience and the numbers of mallard duck and paradise shelduck they saw and
harvested, They were asked to rate satisfaction on 5-point scale (1 = very dissatisfied, 5 = very
satisfied). A total of 991 surveys were collected across 11 participating regions.

This agenda item provides Councillors with preliminary results of the survey.
For Taranaki:

e More than 55% of hunters said they were either satisfied or very satisfied with each aspect
of their opening weekend experience;

e More than 80% of hunters said they were either satisfied or very satisfied with their overall
opening weekend experience; and

e On average, harvest was lower than hunter expectations.

This is not a bad result considering the region experienced fine, calm weather conditions over
opening weekend which favoured the ducks.

Asking the satisfaction questions involved quite a bit of extra work for the harvest survey
interviewers and we thank them for their effort and understanding.

RECOMMENDATION:

s THAT THE 2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER OPENING WEEKEND SATISFACTION SURVEY
REPORT BE RECEIVED.

Allen Stancliff

18 September 2024



2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER
SATISFACTION SURVEY

PRELIMINARY RESULTS

FlS}l & Game% Prepared by Matthew Garrick, North Canterbury Fish & Game

and H. Sanders Garrick, New Zealand Fish & Game



2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER e
SATISFACTION SURVEY

Hunters surveyed as a part of the .
annual opening weekend harvest
survey

Hunters who had hunted during
opening weekend were asked several
guestions about their satisfaction with
their opening weekend experience

Asked to rate satisfaction on 5-point
scale (1 = very dissatisfied, 5 = very

satisfied)

991 surveys collected across 11
regions

§ii] Photo Credits: Richard Cosgrove, New Zealand Fish & Game




2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER
SATISFACTION SURVEY
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2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER
SATISFACTION SURVEY

How satisfied were you with your
Opening Weekend experience?

Mean satisfaction was 3.9 (95% CI 3.8-
4.0), or satisfied

Satisfaction was largely similar between
regions, with means ranging from 3.6 to
4.3

More than 70% of hunters reported they
were satisfied or very satisfied with their
opening weekend experience
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2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER pihe inci
SATISFACTION SURVEY

How satisfied were you with the
number of ducks you saw in your
hunting area?
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2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER
SATISFACTION SURVEY

How satisfied were you with the
number of mallards/grey ducks
you harvested?

Mean satisfaction was 3.3 (95% Cl 3.2-

3.4), or slightly more satisfied than
neutral

Satisfaction varied between regions,
with means ranging from 2.9 to 4.1

52% of hunters reported they were
satisfied or very satisfied with the
number of mallards/grey ducks they
harvested

30% of hunters reported they were
dissatisfied or very dissatisfied
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2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER
SATISFACTION SURVEY

How satisfied were you with th
number of paradise shelducks
harvested?

Mean satisfaction was 3.5 (95% CI 3
3.8), or slightly more satisfied than
neutral

Satisfaction varied between regions,
with means ranging from 2.8 to 4.1

56% of hunters reported they were
satisfied or very satisfied with the
number of paradise shelducks they
harvested

25% of hunters reported they were
dissatisfied or very dissatisfied
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2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER
SATISFACTION SURVEY N o RTH LAN D

Opening Weekend Experience - N ” l . Very dissatisfied

Number of Ducks Seen 1 . Dissatisfied

Neither satisfied
nor dissatisfied

I _I] Satisfied

Mallards Harvested

Paradise Shelducks Harvested -

l Very satisfled

0.25 0.50 0.75 1.00
Proportion of Hunters

- More than 70% of hunters said they were T I
either satisfied or very satisfied with each ' !
aspect of their hunting experience

Sunclay

Fewer than 5% of hunters said they were
very dissatisfied with any aspect of their | * Expectation
hunting experience L I W, barvest

On average, harvest was slightly lower than 1 I
hunter expectations

Mallard Paradise Mallard Paradise
Shelduck Shelduck




2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER
SATISFACTION SURVEY
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2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER
SATISFACTION SURVEY

Opening Weekend Experience
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2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER HAWKE’S BAY

SATISFACTION SURVEY

Opening Weekend Experience 1 l . Very dissatisfied

Number of Ducks Seen - l Dissatisfied

Neither satisfied
l hor dissafisfied

| Satisfied
. Very satisfied

Mallards Harvested
Paradise Shelducks Harvested .

0.25 0.50 0.75 1.00
Proportion of Hunters

More than 40% of hunters said they were either
satisfied or very satisfied with each aspect of Saturday || Sunday
their opening weekend experience and 59% of 1
hunters said they were either satisfied or very
satisfied with their overall experience

+ Expectation
=% s & Harvest

30-35% of hunters said they were either - -+
dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with the |-
number of ducks they saw and harvested t

On average, mai_lard harvest Wgs lower than Malard Paradice . Maliard Paradise
hunter expectations, but paradise shelduck Shelduck Shelduck
harvest matched expectations




2024 GAME BIRD HUNTER
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Opening Weekend Experience

— B very dissatisfied
Number of Ducks Seen- _ " Dissatisfied

Neither satisfied
Mallards Harvested A nor dissatisfied

| satisfied
l . Very satisfied

Paradise Shelducks Harvested -

0.00 0.25 0.50 0.75 1.00
Proportion of Hunters

More than 50% of hunters said they were either
satisfied or very satisfied with each aspect of Saturday | Sunday
their opening weekend experience

20-23% of hunters said they were either
dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with the
number of ducks they saw and harvested, but
only 12% of hunters said they were dissatisfied
or very dissatisfied with their overall experience 1 3 I

Expectation
-# Harvest

3

On average, harvest was lower than hunter Vialrd Paradise . Malard Paradise
expectations Shelduck Shelduck
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Opening Weekend Experience 1

NELSON/MARLBOROUGH

B very dissatisfied

Number of Ducks Seen | Dissatisfied
Neither satisfied
Mallards Harvested nor dissatisfied
' ] Satisfied

Paradise Shelducks Harvested

. Very satisfied

0.50 0.75 1.00
Proportion of Hunters

Nearly 70% of hunters said they were either _
satisfied or very satisfied with their overall Sawrday || Sunday |
opening weekend experience

Around 20% of hunters said they were either

dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with each (. T

. . . « Expectation
aspect of their opening weekend experience . & Harvest
except for mallard harvest, for which 40% were 4 1
either dissatisfied or very dissatisfied I

2 ¥
- On average, harvest was lower than hunter el Paredise . Mallard Paradise
expectations Shelduck Shelduck
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Opening Weekend Experience - ' -

B very dissatisfied
Number of Ducks Seen -  Dissatisfied

— Neither satisfied
Mallards Harvested - - ~ nor dissatisfied

- | Satisfied
Paradise Shelducks Harvested - i Very satisfied

0.00 0.25 050 0.75 1.00
Proportion of Hunters

- B5% of hunters said they were either satisfied
or very satisfied with their overall opening Sawrday || Sunday
weekend experience

Nearly 25% of hunters said they were very
dissatisfied with the number of mallards they § Expectation
harvested, and neatly 25% said they were very ] | % Harvest
dissatisfied with the number of paradise ] :{ =

shelducks harvested _1"

On average, harvest was lower than hunter ‘ NMalard Paradise . Malard Paradics
expectations on Saturday, but was more similar Shelduck Shelduck
to expectations on Sunday
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NORTH CANTERBURY

B very dissatisfied
Number of Ducks Seen . " Dissatisfied

- Neither satisfied
Mallards Harvested 1 - _ nor dissatisfied
. o - ' | Satisfied
Paradise Shelducks Harvested 1 i .

I very satisfied
0.00 0.25 0.50 0.75 1.00
Proportion of Hunters

65% of hunters said they were either satisfied
or very satisfied with their overall opening Salurday i Sunday
weekend experience

Nearly 20% of hunters said they were very

dissatisfied with the number of mallards they 1 }: ——
I “ Expectation

harvested, and nearly 30% said they were ‘@ Harvest

either dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with the £
number of ducks they saw

' KX
On average, mallard harvest was lower than Valard Paradiee . Malard Paradise
hunter expectations, but paradise shelduck Shelduck Shelduck
harvest matched expectations
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Opening Weekend Experience _ T B very dissatisfied

Number of Ducks Seen - J Dissatisfied

: : " MNeither satisfied
Mallards Harvested 1 | nor dissatisfied

| satisfied
. Very satisfied

CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND

Paradise Shelducks Harvested

0.25 0.50 0.75
Proportion of Hunters

Nearly 70% of hunters said they were either
satisfied or very satisfied with their overall Saturday || Sunday
opening weekend experience, and nearly 50%
were satisfied with the number of ducks they
saw and the number of mallards they harvested

+ Expectation
-» MHarvest

Fewer than 15% of hunters said they were ] I
dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with their
overall opening weekend experience 1 ) £

-
On average, mal'Lard harvest qu lower than Valard Poradics  Walard Paradics
hunter expectations, but paradise shelduck Shelduck Shelduck

harvest matched expectations
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Opening Weekend Experience 1
Number of Ducks Seen -
Mallards Harvested -

Paradise Shelducks Harvested -

Neither satisfied
- nor dissatisfied

OTAGO

. B ver dissatisfied

Dissatisfied

| Satisfied
. Very satisfied

0.25

0.50 0.75

Proportion of Hunters

More than 70% of hunters said they were either
satisfied or very satisfied with their overall
opening weekend experience

More than 40% of hunters said they were either
dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with the
number of mallards they harvested and nearly
40% reported they were dissatisfied with the
number of ducks they saw

On average, mallard harvest was lower than
hunter expectations, but paradise shelduck
harvest matched expectations
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Mallard Paradise
Shelduck
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Opening Weekend Experience - : L B B very dissatisiod

Number of Ducks Seen | Dissatisfied
— Neither satisfied
Mallards Harvested -  nor dissatisfied
Paradise Shelducks Harvested & satefed
aradise Shelducks Harveste | ' Very satisfied

0.25 0.50 0.75 1.00
Proportion of Hunters

More than 75% of hunters said they were either
satisfied or very satisfied with their overall Saturday. || Sunday
opening weekend experience

Fewer than 30% of hunters said they were
either dissatisfied or very dissatisfied with the

“ Expectation
number of mallards they harvested or the : + Harvest
number of ducks they saw I

Mallard harvest was lower than hunter 1—
expectations on Saturday, but all other harvest Mallard Paradiso . Mallard Paradiss
matched expectations Shelduck Shelduck
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This report covers compliance activities for the 2023/2024
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It reports on Ranger management and training, warrant
renewals, and compliance activities, with supporting data.
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TARANAKI FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

The Chairman
Taranaki Fish and Game Council

2023/24 Compliance Report

The Council’s 2023/24 annual plan requires production of a compliance report detailing compliance
activities, including ranger management and results for the year.

The planned results for the year in the Council’s annual plan were to: review and renew ranger
warrants and maintain a skilled honorary ranger team of at least 12 rangers consistent with
requirements and objectives of the Compliance Policy and Strategy and also R3 principles; and to
undertake safe and effective compliance coverage across the Taranaki Region, including a target of
100 licence checks of anglers and also of hunters. Performance measures were: Ranger warrants
renewed as appropriate, rangers trained, safe and effective and number of compliance checks, level
of compliance exceeds 95% and ocutcomes reported of any non-compliance detected.

Ranger management and training

The Taranaki Region began the 2023/24 year with a full complement of 13 warranted honorary
rangers and 2 warranted staff. One warranted staff member took extended leave from 25/09/2023
and resigned on 1/07/2024.

Nine honorary rangers and one staff attended a fish season training day in New Plymouth on
30/09/2023. Five honorary rangers and one staff completed a CERT 1-day refresher in New Plymouth
on 13/04/2024. One additional honorary ranger completed a CERT 1-day refresher in Hamilton on
27/07/2024.

Ranger warrant renewal

Police vetting, warrant approval applications, henorary ranger agreements and code of conduct and
fit and proper person declarations were completed and approved for 10 honorary rangers and one
staff. Three honorary rangers decided not to renew their warrants, and we thank them for their
service. A new honorary ranger application from a very experienced CERT trainer was approved,
bringing the total to 11 honorary rangers and ane staff at year’s end.

Compliance activities

Rangers checked a total of 62 anglers throughout the region during the season. Six offences were
detected, giving a compliance rate of 90.3%. One no-licence offence was dealt with via formal
warning. A junior angler found fishing without a licence was dealt with via education (parents
contacted). One no-licence offender gave a false name and was unable to be identified. Three young
men were found fishing during a close season without licences. They had not held licences
previously and were unaware of the regulations.



There was a good turnout of rangers on opening weekend of the 2024 game season, with 65 hunters
checked in the Waimarino, Tikorangi and Ratapiko areas. One offence was detected in relation to
occupier hunter status, but this was a genuine misunderstanding and was dealt with via education.

The overall compliance rate for game bird hunting was 98.5%.

The number of anglers and hunters checked over the year, with offences detected, is shown in Table
1 below. The numbers checked did not reach the target of 100 identified in the Council’s Compliance
Strategy, hut still represented a good effort by rangers, given the dispersed nature of angling in the
region and that the Waimarino area targeted on opening weekend of the game season has a
relatively low density of hunters.

Table 1 Number of hunters and anglers checked and offences detected over the 2023/24 season

Numberof % af total Numberof | User compliance
checks licencessold offences rate (%)
(using detected
provisional
| 20232 figures)
Anglers 62 4.0% of 1,548 6 90.3%
Hunters 65 5.7% of 1,135 1 98.5%
RECOMMENDATION

That the Taranaki Fish & Game Council receive this compliance report for 2023/24 noting that:

* management of honorary rangers met the planned result in the Operational Plan;

o compliance checks did not meet the target of 100 for anglers and hunters;

o compliance with the regulations was 90.3% for anglers checked, which did not meet the
-target of 95% compliance;

e compliance with the regulations was 98.5% for hunters, which exceeded the target of 95%.

Allen Stancliff
Senior Field Officer
4 September 2024




