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Agenda For The Meeting of Otago Fish & Game Council 
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At Hokonui Runanga, 140 Charlton Road  
Gore 

 
Timetable  
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1.0 Present and Apologies 
 

2.0 Matters to be raised not on the agenda 
 

3.0 Declarations of Interest 
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4.0 Confirmation of Previous Minutes 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Otago Fish & Game Council 
On 24th March 2022 

At Otago Fish and Game Council office (or via Zoom) 
Cnr Hanover and Harrow Streets Dunedin 

 
The meeting opened at 1pm. The chair welcomed all in attendance. 

  
  
1.0  Present and Apologies 

Present: Colin Weatherall (chair), John Highton, Blair Trevathan. 
Present via Zoom: Mike Barker, Rick Boyd, Ian Cole, (Ray Grubb in and out), Vicky May 
(nee Whyte), Adrian McIntyre, Richard Twining (Ngai Tahu). 
In attendance: Ian Hadland (CE), Bruce Quirey (OF&GC communications 
officer/minutes secretary) 
Apologies: None. 
 
 

2.0  Matters to be raised not on the agenda 
The CE noted a late item in the public excluded agenda for a Habitat Fund Application 
for the Bendigo Wildlife Reserve. 

 
 
3.0 Declarations of Interest 

  
There were no declarations of interest to items in the agenda. 

 
 
4.0 Confirmation of Previous Minutes 
  

Moved (Cr May/Cr Highton)  
That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on Saturday 12th February 2022 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record subject to amendments tabled by Cr Highton. 
Carried unanimously 
 

5.0 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
5.1 Management of Fenced Wetlands and Riparian Areas 
Cr Highton spoke to a background paper he had prepared for the February 2022 
meeting about ongoing management of fenced riparian and wetland areas.  Cr 
Highton said the Council needed to set a position on the matter.  The CE said Cr 
Highton’s background paper had captured the issues well.  Consideration would need 
to be given to planning frameworks, such as the NPSFM and NES. 
There was discussion that the NZ Council could adopt a national position on the issue. 
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The CE advised he would refer the subject to the Environmental Officer to prepare a 
report for the May meeting of OF&G Council, which could then involve the NZ Council 
if deemed appropriate.  The Chair thanked Cr Highton for the work done. 
 
 

6.0 Health and Safety Report – December - March 2022 
The CE said one staff member was recovering from Covid and the rest of staff were 
clear.  One councillor was isolating with Covid and another had had Covid. 
 
Moved (Cr May/Cr Barker) 
That the Health and Safety Report be received. 
Carried unanimously 

 
 
7.0 Items Requiring Decisions 

7.1 Operational Workplan and Budget overview 2022-2023 
 
The CE outlined the strategic priorities, operational workplan, budget and contestable 
funding bids.  Strategic outcomes had been narrowed to a more manageable level, 
noting there is a requirement that they be audited.  Cr May described the plan as 
common sense and practical.  Cr Boyd requested a change to the Species Management 
objective, adding the phrase “long-term”, thus: Robust monitoring system for 
southern lakes fisheries established by 2023 with enough sensitivity to detect long-
term population change. 
The CE noted a subtle shift towards more species management.  Cr Highton asked if 
there was potential for contestable funding bids for work in the Upper Taieri.  The CE 
said that could be looked at in the next planning round. 
Under “Applications from national contestable pool (from the licence fee)”, Council 
instructed the CE to increase performance increments bid to ensure it covered the 
predicted gap between current staff pay and the general market. 
There was general discussion about spending from Otago reserves. 
Under “Southern Lakes Fisheries Acoustic Surveys”, the CE advised that the proposed 
project costs were $38,000 (not $55,000 as per the Agenda) from the Non Resident 
levy. 
 
Moved (Cr Barker/Cr Boyd) 
That the Council; 

- Endorse the edited three-year strategic plan priorities and objectives as 
circulated. 

Carried unanimously 
 

Moved (Cr Boyd/Cr Cole) 
- Agree to the draft 2022/23 draft operational workplan and budget. 

Carried unanimously 
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Moved (Cr May/Cr McIntyre) 
- Confirm the contestable funding bids from the national pool and notification 

of the proposed spending from reserves. 
Carried unanimously 

 
 

7.2 Proposed Policy on Authorisation to Take Sports Fish 
 

The CE discussed a staff report on why OF&GC should adopt a policy on authorisation 
to ‘take’ sports fish, because some organisations were conducting Electric Fishing 
research without authorisation.  The proposed policy is for authorisations under 
Section 26ZR Conservation Act 1987 and special licences to take sports fish under 
Section 4A(1)(a) and (c) Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983.  Councillors discussed 
the wording and thanked Fish & Game officer Helen Trotter for an excellent draft. 
Councillors agreed “removal or eradication” should be amended to “assessment or 
removal” in the Appendix 6.2 chart title, Page 27, thus: Guide for assessing Special 
Licence application for the assessment or removal of a sports fish population. 

 
Moved (Cr Grubb/Cr Trevathan) subject to the above amendment. 
 

- That the Council approve the proposed policy for authorisations to use 
electric fishing devices and special licences to capture sportfish for the 
purposes of education and research. 

- That the base administration fee for applications for the 2022-23 financial 
year be set at $200 plus GST. 

Carried unanimously 
 
Cr Grubb suggested that the policy be forwarded to NZ Fish & Game Council and 
recommended for national adoption. 

 
Moved (Cr Cole/Cr Barker) 
That the meeting move into the Public Excluded Items. 
Carried unanimously 

 
 
8.0 Public Excluded Items 

8.1 Confirmation of Previous OF&GC Public Excluded Minutes 
 
Moved (Cr Barker/Cr Cole) 
That Minutes of the previous public excluded meeting 12th February 2022 be 
accepted as a true and accurate record. 
Carried 
 
8.2 Bullock Creek Springs – Issues and Options Discussion Document 
Moved (Cr Highton/Cr Cole) in principle that: 
Council proceeds with an application for a QEII Open Space Covenant.   
Carried unanimously 
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Moved  
Retain ownership until protection mechanisms are in place, and then review land 
status again. 
Carried unanimously 
 
Moved  
Commit to operational support though the Annual Operational Work Plan or 
alternatively provide additional financial assistance to FOBC (or other community 
groups) to progress the restoration. 
Carried unanimously 
 
8.3 Lindis High Court Summary – Verbal Update 
 
8.4 Contact Energy – Verbal Update 
 
8.5 Habitat funding application: 
Moved (Cr Highton/Cr Trevathan) 
That the Habitat Enhancement Fund application for Bendigo Wildlife Reserve be 
approved. 
Carried unanimously 

 
 Moved (Cr Highton/Cr Trevathan) 
 That the meeting move out of public excluded items. 

Carried unanimously 
 

The Chair also noted that where appropriate information should be transferred from 
non-public to public items once the processes had been carried through. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3pm. 
Cr McIntyre retired from the meeting. 
 
The meeting resumed at 3.15pm. 

 
 
9.0 Financial Report 

The CE discussed the financial report and invited questions from the Council. 
A date error was noted in the last column of the Profit and Loss report and the CE 
undertook to correct the record. 
 
Moved (Cr Barker/Cr Trevathan) 
That the financial report be received. 
Carried unanimously 
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10.0 Chief Executive’s Report 
 

The CE updated the Council on his report. 
Nine submissions had been received so far in the consultation process for the Anglers 
Notice draft agreed at the February meeting. 
Cr Boyd noted an issue about which clubs had been contacted and the CE undertook 
to follow this up with staff. 
 
The Chair expressed concerns about the Cawthron project, Future Fish, and invited 
discussion.  Regional managers’ view was that F&G needed to be involved in the 
project to provide context and input towards the outcomes.  It was noted that NZC 
needed to take a lead role and a high-level campaign on the benefits and values of 
trout would be critical. 

 
The CE advised that NZC had adopted a report recommending that Electionz provide 
the returning officer for all F&G council elections.  Otago was the only remaining 
council to have its CE delegated to the role of returning officer.  The CE sought OF&GC 
feedback.  There was debate whether to keep the status quo or adopt the Electionz 
recommendation. 

 
Moved (Cr Weatherall/Cr Trevathan) 
That OF&GC retain the status quo for its electoral processes until considerations of 
the Ministerial Review of F&G are resolved. 
Carried 

 
The CE said he would advise NZC of OF&GC’s decision on the electoral matter. 

 
Moved (Cr Highton/Cr Cole) 
That the CE’s report be received. 
Carried unanimously 

 
 
11.0 RMA Planning and Consents Report 

31 January - 15 March 2022 
 

The CE noted there was a lot of planning activity such as submissions for the Regional 
Policy Statement and the Land and Water Regional Plan.  The CE advised he would 
provide a note to councillors soon about providing input into the LWRP on hunting 
and fishing values. 
A typo was noted in the Current Notification Processes outcome. 
The CE was questioned why F&G had withdrawn from the Plan Change 8 hearing on 
urban topics.  The hearing would consider whether provisions governing sediment 
discharges from residential subdivision development should exclude activities in the 
Queenstown Lakes district. 
The CE undertook to check with the Environmental Officer on this matter. 
The Chair acknowledged the work of the Environmental Officer. 
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Moved (Cr Barker/Cr Boyd) 
That the RMA report be received. 
Carried unanimously 

 
 
12.0 Committee & Delegate Reports 

12.1 CFT 
Cr Cole, as Clutha Fisheries Trust chair, updated the Council on CFT activities.  These 
included lease negotiations for part of the yard area of the CFT building in Cromwell; 
an access track at Kidds Creek; and a management plan for willow removal at Bendigo 
Wildlife Reserve. 
 
12.2 NZC 
Cr Grubb, as NZC chair, updated the Council on NZC matters including:  

- A submission on drinking water standards 
- Recruitment processes for the NZC CE 
- Proposed meeting with Ngai Tahu 
- National communications strategy 
- Natural and Built Environments Act 
- Remuneration review 
- Risk management 
- Governance training 

There was prolonged discussion about meetings with government ministers, guides 
licences, and regulations for non-residents.  Cr Grubb invited the CE to send an urgent 
request to NZC to provide an update on the progress of the fishing guide licence.  

 
(Cr Grubb departed the meeting via Zoom.)  

 
12.3 Ngai Tahu 
Ngai Tahu representative Mr Twining gave an update on Ngai Tahu activities.  A Ngai 
Tahu senior environmental advisor was starting to advise Ngai Tahu representatives 
on their engagement with F&G. As a result, F&G regions would start to see more input 
from Ngai Tahu. 
Mr Twining noted the OF&GC meeting in May would be held at the Hokonui Runanga. 
He also said consideration needed to be given to Ngai Tahu provenance concerning 
native game bird harvests. 
The Chair thanked Mr Twining for his participation and noted F&G members looked 
forward to the May meeting at the Runanga. 

 
12.4 Conservation Board 
Nil 

 
Move (Cr Weatherall/Cr Trevathan) 
That the committee and delegate reports be accepted. 
Carried unanimously 
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13.0 Correspondence 
 

The CE updated the Council on correspondence. 
 

13.1 NZC to Otago 
 Nil 
 
13.2 Otago to NZC 
 13.2.1 Fishing Regulation App Development 
 
13.3 General Correspondence In 
 13.3.1 ORC Councillor Kelliher 

 
13.4 General Correspondence Out 
 Nil 

 
 
14.0 Items to be Received or Noted 
 
 14.1 Central Otago Habitat Enhancement Review 

Cr May acknowledged Fish & Game officer Paul van Klink for his report on Central 
Otago HEF projects funded by grants established in 2017. 

 
 14.2 2020-21 Season Backcountry Anglers’ Survey 

Cr Highton commended Fish & Game officer Helen Trotter for the report on the 2020-
21 season backcountry anglers’ survey. 

 
Moved (Cr Highton/Cr May) 
That Central Otago HEF report and 2020-21 Season Backcountry Anglers’ Survey 
report be received and outcomes noted. 
Carried unanimously 
 
 

15.0 General Business 
  

In response to a question from Cr May, the CE gave an update regarding the Onslow 
Battery Project.  The CE said the project was now looking wider than just the dam 
footprint at Onslow and exploring alternatives that used the existing power 
generation infrastructure.  The CE would circulate updates as they came in. 
 
The Chair noted applications were open to junior and novice hunters for F&G-
managed maimais and he encouraged their participation. 
 
The Chair advised that he and the ORC Chair had agreed in principle to a proposed 
meeting of delegates from OF&GC and ORC to improve communications at a 
governance level. 
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The CE advised that the Council meeting on May 26 would be held at the Hokonui 
Runanga. 
 
 
 
The Chair thanked Councillors for their participation and the meeting concluded at 

4.50pm. 
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5.0 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
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6.0 Health and Safety Report 
Health and Safety Report – April- May 2022 

 
Covid 19 

• Covid variant omicron continues to spread. 
As of 13th April 2022, we are at traffic light level ORANGE. 

• One staff member has had covid and has recovered  
• Our offices are now open to public 
• Staff are following Ministry of Health guidelines for office environments and 

when a family member or they become infected 
• Rapid Antigen Tests, masks, gloves and sanitizer are available to all staff. 

 
General Standard flu vaccinations have been offered to all staff 

Dunedin office, boat and workshop fire extinguishers were checked by third 
party provider 

 
Events   OHS plans are made before any events or field work outings. 

Game ranging was carefully planned and executed, including precautions on 
new gun laws, covid and m-bovis being actioned.  Police assisted most ranger 
teams. 

 
OHS Audits 

Completed audits: 
• Workshop, Field equipment, PPE gear completed during the period 

 
Next audits: 
• Ranger information, equipment and training 
• Staff training and certificate register update 

 
Incidents/Accidents/Near Misses/New Hazards 

• A staff person damaged in a finger F&GC truck door, doctor visit required 
• During ranging on game opening day, a maimai with sick covid hunters was 

encountered.  Rangers undertook their duties from a safe distance used full 
PPE.  

 
Training 

• A YouTube video on use of fire extinguishers was shared with staff 
• One staff member has completed refresher first aid course. 
• Rangers gathered ahead of opening weekend ranging to get an update on 

safety, regulations and operational plans. 
 
Recommendation 
That this report be received 
 
Sharon Milne 
Administration Officer 
May 2022 
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7.0 Items Requiring Decisions 
7.1 NZ Fish and Game Licence Fee Recommendation Consultation 
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7.2 2022/2023 Final Anglers Notice Review and Draft Anglers Notice. 
 
Introduction 

The last triennial review of the Anglers Notice for the Otago Region was completed in the 
2017/18 season with considerable public consultation undertaken and resulting in several 
regulation changes. 

This report represents the final step of the 2022/2023 triennial review for the Otago Fish and 
Game Council.  The draft Anglers Notice approved at this meeting will be sent to National 
Council for Ministerial approval.  A brief timeline of the process to date is outlined below in 
Table 1.  Any changes to the regulations will come into effect on October 1st, 2022. 

 

Table 1: Anglers Notice review schedule – completed actions shown in grey.  
October 2021  A request to angling clubs to submit suggestions to the Anglers Notice 

review (complete). 
Otago Fish and Game 
Council November 
2021 Meeting 

Staff provide Council a list of regulations to review based on initial 
submissions from angling clubs and issues identified by F&G staff.  
Councilors will have an opportunity to add to the list of matters 
presented. Council to decide on which changes warrant further 
investigation and inclusion in the review (complete). 

Otago Fish and Game 
Council February 
2022 Meeting  

Staff will present a report on proposed changes including any 
supporting monitoring data or biological information and published 
scientific reports and referenced to provisions of the Sports Fish and 
Game Management Plan for Otago. Staff will aim to seek consistency 
with neighboring Fish & Game regional regulations where it is 
practical.  Council to adopt draft Anglers Notice (including proposed 
changes) which will be circulated to clubs and submitters and notified 
to the public (complete). 

1 March 2022 through 
April 2022  

Anglers and angling clubs will be advised of recommended changes 
and canvassed for final feedback.(complete) 

Otago Fish and Game 
Council May 2022 
Meeting  

Staff will provide a report incorporating a summary of angler 
submissions and final recommendations for council consideration. 
Council to approve final changes. (Current Stage) 

 

At their February Meeting, Council indicated they intend to change the regulations outlined 
below in Table 2.  The changes were notified to the public through an email to submitters and 
angling clubs, a public notice in the Otago Daily Times and a Facebook post.  The process 
yielded 32 submissions. 
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Table 2: Topics that reached the public consultation stage.  
Number Regulation 
1 That the Glenorchy lagoons be open to fishing all year. 
2 That the fishing season for Hore’s Control Pond be changed to November 1 to 

April 30 and that boat fishing be prohibited. 
3 That the lower Greenstone River be open to fishing all year. 
4 That the lower Manuherekia River be open to fishing all year. 
5 That the restriction that prevents adult anglers from fishing Mill Creek above 

Waterfall Park be removed. 
6 Simplify the regulations for the Clutha River by rationalising the number of 

sections. 
7 Simplify the regulations for the Taieri River by rationalising the number of 

sections. 
8 Clarify current rule regarding multiple hook prohibition in back country 

fisheries. 
9 Simplify the region-wide boat fishing regulations. 

 

Table 3 outlines the results of the consultation process. It shows that the majority of 
submitters were in favor of each of Council’s proposed changes. 

 

Table 3: Results of the public submission process includes the ‘for’ votes that had stipulations 
which are outl ined in Appendix 3  

Regulation For Against Neutral Percent For 

1. Glenorchy Lagoons 26 2 4 93% 
2.1 Hore's Control Pond Boats 21 3 8 88% 
2.2 Hore's Control Pond Season 22 4 6 85% 
3. Lower Greenstone 21 4 7 84% 
4. Lower Manuherekia River 21 5 6 81% 
5. Mill Creek 17 4 11 81% 
6. Clutha River 25 0 7 100% 
7. Taieri River 25 1 6 96% 
8. Multiple Hooks in Back 
Country Fisheries 

23 3 6 88% 

9. Boat Regulations 18 3 11 86% 
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Neighbouring Regions. 

In accordance with our Sports Fish and Game Bird Management Plan provisions, staff have 
liaised with neighbouring regions’ staff on the Anglers Notice review. 

The Southland Region is not looking to make any changes to the Anglers Notice this season. 

The Central South Island Region have the following staff recommendations up for decision: 

• Permit fishing from unmoored boats on Lake Emma 
• Permit unmoored non-motorised fishing from boats in Kellands Pond and Wairepo 

Arm 
• Upper Ohau River controlled period to include 1-31 October 2022 
• Lake Heron bag limit change from “4 sports fish” to “4 sports fish, no more than 2 to 

be salmon”. 
 

The proposed regulation changes do not appear to have any repercussions for the Otago 
Region. 

When asking for feedback on the proposed changes to the Otago region regulations, both 
neighbouring regions’ staff expressed concern at the continuation of the ban on multiple 
hooks as they felt it was not supported by the large amount of scientific study in this field. 

Southland staff felt the regulations did not go far enough to simplify the regulations for 
anglers. 
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Draft Anglers Notice for the Otago Region 2022/2023 Angling Season 

Table 4 and Table 5 are a draft Anglers Notice that have been updated to include the 
changes indicated by Council at their February meeting and some formatting changes that 
have come out of the consultation process. 

Table 4: Proposed Clause 2 of the 2022/2023 Anglers Notice with changes tracked.  
1.1 No fishing for sports fish is permitted at any time in all waters in which sports 

fish are held in captivity for display, hatching, or other purposes, or within a 
distance of 100m from any part of the outer boundaries of such waters. 

1.2 Except in the case of perch for which there is no daily limit, no licence holder 
shall on any one day take and kill or be in possession of more than the 
prescribed daily limit from the waters specified in clauses 2 and 3. 

1.3 In addition to the daily limits specified in clauses 2 and 3 and note 1.2, no licence 
holder shall on any one day take, kill or be in possession of more than 6 sports 
fish from any waters except Lake Onslow. 

1.4 A licence holder may continue to fish for a particular species of sports fish on 
any day on which he or she has already killed a limit bag for that species as long 
as fish taken are immediately returned with as little injury as possible into the 
water from which it was taken. 

1.5 In all waters of the region there shall be no minimum length except in the – 
1.5.1 Nevis River where no licence holder shall take or be in possession of any 

sports fish greater than 400mm in length. 
1.5.2 Clutha River and its tributaries downstream of Roxburgh Dam and all 

other waters running into the sea, where no licence holder shall take or be 
in possession of any salmon less than 450mm in length. 

2.1 Licence holders may fish from any boat, canoe, pontoon or flotation device. 
2.2 Licence holders fishing from boats that are being propelled by a motor must stay 

at least 100 metres from any anglers fishing from the shore. 
3.1 Licence holders may fish from any boat, canoe, pontoon or flotation device 

provided it is not being propelled by a motor. 
4.1 No licence holder may fish from any boat, canoe, pontoon or flotation device 

except in the tidal reaches of this waterway if applicable. 
5.1 When playing a salmon in the Clutha River downstream of Roxburgh Dam, a gaff 

may be used to secure or land that salmon if it is greater than 450mm in length. 
6.1 No licence holder shall fish with a float or floating device on the line in that 

section of the Clutha River downstream of Roxburgh Dam to the Roxburgh 
Township Bridge. 

7.1 Closed to all sports fishing in September except for Otago Fish and Game 
controlled fishing events. 

8.1 Backcountry Fishery. All licence holders who fish in a backcountry fishery (as 
defined by the Sports Fish Licences, Fees, and Forms Notice 2021) must first 
obtain a backcountry licence (as defined by the Sports Fish Licences, Fees, and 
Forms Notice 2021) the provisions of that notice apply to this notice. 

8.2 The use of any legal lure with more than one hook with one point in a 
Backcountry Fishery is prohibited. 
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9.1 Controlled Area. In the controlled area, a controlled period applies. All licence 
holders who fish in the controlled area must first obtain a controlled period 
licence (as defined by the Sports Fish Licences, Fees, and Forms Notice 2021). 

9.2 Controlled Period. Controlled period means the period beginning on 1 February 
2022 and ending on 31 March 2022. 

9.3 Controlled Period Licence. A controlled period licence means a licence that 
entitles the following persons to fish for sports fish in the Controlled Area during 
the Controlled Period, but only during the day and on the reach specified in the 
licence. 

9.3.1 the holder of the controlled period licence; and 
9.3.2 if the holder also holds a backcountry licence that is endorsed on a family 

licence, the holder's spouse or partner and, if accompanied by the holder 
or the holder's spouse or partner, any member of the holder's family; and 

9.3.3 any one or more companion anglers named in the Controlled Period 
Licence who hold backcountry licences. 
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Table 5: Proposed Clause 3 for the 2022/2023 Anglers Notice with changes tracked. Please 
note the changes to the Notes column incorporate the proposed changes to the boating rules 
and the removal of the Junior Fishery clause (Table 4) but have not been tracked due to their 
complexity.  

Water Multiple sections Open Season Method Trout 
bag 

Salmon 
Bag 

Notes 

All lakes, rivers and streams within the Clutha River 
catchment lying upstream of Clyde Dam not 
mentioned in clause 3 for this region 

1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 

All lakes, rivers and streams within the Clutha River 
catchment lying downstream of Clyde Dam and any 
other catchments flowing to the sea not mentioned in 
clause 3 for this region 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 
4, 5, 6 

Akatore Estuary 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Akatore River 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Albert Burn 
 

1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Arrow River 

 
1 Nov – 31 May FSB 1 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Blakelys Dam 
 

1 Nov – 15 Apr FSB 1 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Bullock Creek from Lake Wānaka to source closed 

    

Butchers Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Caples River Backcountry Fishery and 

tributaries 
1 Nov – 31 May F 1 

 
Notes 1, 

4, 8 
Cardrona River 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 1 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Careys Creek upstream of the rail line bridge 1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
downstream of the rail line 
bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Catlins Estuary downstream of  the Southern 
Scenic Route bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Catlins River 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Clutha River/ 
Mata-au 

      
      
Lake Wānaka Outlet to Roxburgh 
Dam (excluding Deans Bank 
section) 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 4 Notes 1, 4 

Deans Bank section (defined by 
landmark posts 1km downstream 
of Lake Wānaka and 600m 
upstream of Albert Town Bridge) 

1 Oct – 31 May F 2 4 Notes 1, 4 

below Roxburgh Dam 1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 1 Notes 1, 
2, 5, 6 

      
      
      

Coal Pit Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 1 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Conroys Dam 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 1 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Contour Channel 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Dart River /Te 
Awa Whakatipu 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 1 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Dart River 
Tributaries 

not mentioned in clause 3 for this 
region 

1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Deep Stream 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Diamond Creek 

 
1 Oct – 31 May FS 1 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Diamond Lake 
(Glenorchy Area) 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 2 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Dingle Burn Backcountry Fishery upstream of 
the bridge on the Dingle Burn 
Station access road 

1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 
4, 8 

downstream of the bridge on the 
Dingle Burn Station access road 

1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Falls Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Fraser Dam 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 

 
Notes 1, 2 
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Water Multiple sections Open Season Method Trout 
bag 

Salmon 
Bag 

Notes 

Fraser River downstream of dam 1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Fraser River 
Upper 

upstream of dam 1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Glenorchy 
Lagoons 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 1 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Greenstone River Backcountry Fishery and 
tributaries upstream of Sly Burn 

1 Nov – 31 Jan 1 
Apr – 31 May 

F 1 
 

Notes 1, 
4, 8 

Controlled Area and tributaries 
upstream of Sly Burn 

1 Feb – 31 Mar F 1 
 

Notes 1, 
4, 8, 9 

Backcountry Fishery and 
tributaries, including the Caples 
River, between the Sly Burn 
confluence and the swing bridge 
at the car park end of Greenstone 
Station Road 

1 Nov – 31 May F 1 
 

Notes 1, 
4, 8 

downstream of the Greenstone 
Station Road car park swing 
bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Hamiltons Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 1 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Hāwea River 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 2 4 Notes 1, 4 

Hoffmans Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 1 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Hore's Control 
Pond 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Horne Creek from Lake Wakatipu to source closed 
    

Hunter River Backcountry Fishery and 
tributaries 

1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 
4, 8 

Ida Burn Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Kaihiku Stream 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Kaikorai Estuary downstream of Abbotts Creek 
confluence 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Kaikorai Stream 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Kawarau River from its source at Lake Wakatipu 

to Lake Dunstan 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 4 Notes 1, 3 

Knights Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Kuriwao Stream 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Kye Burn 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Lake Dispute 

 
1 Oct – 31 May FS 2 

 
Notes 1, 3 

Lake Dunstan 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 4 Notes 1, 2 
Lake Hāwea 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 4 Notes 1, 2 

Lake Hayes 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 3 
Lake Johnson 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 1 

 
Notes 1, 3 

Lake Kirkpatrick 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Lake Mahinerangi 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Lake Onslow 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 10 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Lake Roxburgh from the State Highway 8 bridge 

at Alexandra downstream to the 
Roxburgh Dam 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 2 Notes 1, 2 

Lake Sylvan 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 6 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Lake Tewa 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 1 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Lake Tuakitoto including outlet channel and inlet 
channel 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 2 

Lake Waihola including outlet and waterways 
connected with Lake Waipori 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 2 

Lake Waipori 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Lake Wakatipu within the waters of Queenstown 

Bay bounded by a straight line 
drawn from the outermost point 
of Queenstown Gardens to the 
point where the south bank of 

closed 
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Water Multiple sections Open Season Method Trout 
bag 

Salmon 
Bag 

Notes 

One Mile Creek meets Lake 
Wakatipu 
within 100m of any part of the 
wharf in Black Bay (commonly 
known as the Walter Peak Jetty) 

closed 
    

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 4 Notes 1, 2 

Lake Wānaka within 150m of any part of the 
launch wharf at the township of 
Wānaka, within 150m of any part 
of the public jetty at the Wānaka 
Marina, and anywhere within 
150m of the shoreline between 
the wharf and the jetty 

closed 
    

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 4 Notes 1, 2 

Lee Stream 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Lindis River 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 1 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Lochy Rivers and tributaries downstream of 
Disputed Creek confluence 

1 Nov – 31 May F 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Backcountry Fishery and 
tributaries upstream of Disputed 
Creek confluence 

1 Nov – 31 May F 0 
 

Notes 1, 
4, 8 

Logan Burn Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Maclennan River 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Makarora River and tributaries 1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 
downstream of Wilkin River 
confluence 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Manorburn Dam 
Lower 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Manorburn Dam 
Upper 

 
1 Nov – 31 May FSB 4 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Manuherekia 
River 

and tributaries above Shaky 
Bridge (Kerry Road) 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Manuherekia 
River 

Below Shaky Bridge (Kerry Road) 1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 1  Notes 1, 4 

Mathias Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Matukituki River and tributaries above Glenfinnan 

Stream confluence 
1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Between Glenfinnan Stream 
confluence and Motatapu River 
confluence 

1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 3 

downstream of Motatapu River 
confluence 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 3 

McAtamney’s 
Head Pond 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Meggat Burn 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Mill Creek (a 
tributary to Lake 
Hayes) 

from the Speargrass Flat Road 
Bridge to Waterfall Park 

closed 
    

Mill Creek  above Waterfall Park 1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Mill Creek downstream of Speargrass Flat 

Road Bridge 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 1 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Moke Lake 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 3 
Molyneux Pond 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 1 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Motatapu River and tributaries 1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Nenthorn Pond 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 1 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Nenthorn Stream 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Nevis River Backcountry Fishery and 

tributaries 
1 Oct – 30 Apr F 1 

 
Notes 1, 

4, 8 
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Water Multiple sections Open Season Method Trout 
bag 

Salmon 
Bag 

Notes 

Owaka River upstream of the Southern Scenic 
Route bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 4 

downstream of the Southern 
Scenic Route bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Perkins Pond 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 1 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Pinders Pond 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 1 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Pleasant River 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Pomahaka River Backcountry Fishery upstream of 

Park Hill Bridge at Switzers Road 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FS 1 1 Notes 1, 

4, 8 
downstream of Park Hill Bridge 
on Switzers Road to Swans Bridge 
on Clydevale Road 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 1 Notes 1, 4 

downstream of Swans Bridge 
(Clydevale Road) 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 1 Notes 1, 4 

Poolburn Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Puerua Estuary downstream of the Southern 

Scenic Route bridge 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Puerua Stream 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Rees River and tributaries 1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 

 
Notes 1, 4 

downstream of Muddy Creek 1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Reid Lake 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 1 

 
Notes 1, 3 

Route Burn and tributaries 1 Nov – 31 May F 0 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Rutherfords Dam 

 
1 Nov – 15 Apr FSB 1 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Shag River/ 
Waihemo 

upstream of State Highway 1 
bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 

downstream of State Highway 1 
bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Shotover River 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 4 Notes 1, 4 
Silver Stream 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Southern 
Reservoir 

 
1 Oct – 31 Aug FS 1 

 
Notes 1, 

4, 7 
Styx Weir Pond 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Sullivans Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Sutton Stream 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 

 
Notes 1, 4 

Tahakopa River upstream of Maclennan River 
confluence 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 4 

downstream of Maclennan River 
confluence 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Taieri River upstream of State Highway 87 
bridge at Outram 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 1 Notes 1, 4 

      
      
      

 downstream of State Highway 87 
bridge at Outram 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 1 Notes 1, 2 

Teviot River 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Three O'Clock 
Stream 

 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 1 Notes 1, 4 

Timaru River and tributaries 1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 
downstream of Timaru Creek 
Road bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Tokomairiro River above Coal Gully Road bridge 1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
downstream of Coal Gully Road 
bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Tomahawk 
Lagoon 

 
1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 1 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Tuapeka River 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
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Water Multiple sections Open Season Method Trout 
bag 

Salmon 
Bag 

Notes 

Victoria Dam 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 2 
Von Lake 

 
1 Nov – 31 May F 1 

 
Notes 1, 2 

Von River and tributaries 1 Nov – 31 May F 1 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Waikouaiti River upstream of State Highway 1 

road bridge 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 

 
Notes 1, 4 

downstream of State Highway 1 
road bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Waipahi River 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Waipori River upstream of the Contour Channel 

confluence 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 

 
Notes 1, 4 

downstream of the Contour 
Channel confluence to the Taieri 
River confluence 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 4 
 

Notes 1, 2 

Waitahuna River 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Waitati River upstream of Orokonui Stream 

confluence 
1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 

 
Notes 1, 4 

downstream of Orokonui Stream 
confluence 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 

Waiwera River 
 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 
 

Notes 1, 4 
Waters of Leith upstream of Lindsay Creek 

confluence and including Lindsay 
Creek 

closed 
    

downstream of Lindsay Creek 
confluence to the Leith Street 
Foot Bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Apr FSB 2 1 Notes 1, 4 

downstream of Leith Street Foot 
Bridge 

1 Oct – 30 Sep FSB 2 1 Notes 1, 4 

Wilkin River Backcountry Fishery and 
tributaries 

1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 
4, 8 

Young River Backcountry Fishery and 
tributaries 

1 Nov – 31 May FS 1 
 

Notes 1, 
4, 8 
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Discussion 

The submission process finished on the 29th of April.  There were 32 submissions, 31 from 
individuals and one from an angling club.  Due to Covid guidelines it was decided that a “non-
contact” submission process would be actioned instead of the in-person meetings that have 
been poorly attended in the past.  Anglers appear to have taken well to the process and it 
does not appear that it negatively affected engagement. 

Feedback was positive for each of the proposed changes (Table 3) and the submitters 
provided a large amount of feedback (Appendices 1-4). 

Staff have incorporated a number of submitters’ formatting and clarification ideas into the 
draft Anglers Notice Clause 3 (Table 5). 

Staff would also like to bring to Council’s attention the following suggestions that should be 
considered before approving the Anglers Notice: 

• A number of entirely tidal waterways (Akatore Estuary, Catlins Estuary, Kaikorai 
Estuary – downstream of Abbots Creek confluence and Puerua Estuary) are currently 
listed as Note 4 (No licence holder may fish from any boat, canoe, pontoon or flotation 
device except in the tidal reaches of this waterway if applicable).  Changing these 
waterways to Note 2 (Licence holders may fish from any boat, canoe, pontoon or 
flotation device) may provide clarity without a material change to what is allowed on 
these waterways. 

• One angler suggested that having Note 3 (Licence holders may fish from any boat, 
canoe, pontoon or flotation device provided it is not being propelled by a motor.) on 
the Kawarau River is potentially dangerous as they felt that anglers should have their 
motors down and idling at all times on the Kawarau River in case of an emergency 
situation.  Staff do not consider an idling motor as propelling the boat so would allow 
idling but expect anglers to pull in their lines before motoring to another spot. 

• Some anglers expressed that they found Council’s suggested wording for Note 8.2 (The 
use of any legal lure with more than one hook with one point in a Backcountry Fishery 
is prohibited) to be confusing, one submitter suggested that changing the regulation 
to state only what is allowed may be easier to understand, 

• Despite it not making it to the consultation stage, some submitters expressed a desire 
for the removal of the Deans Bank section of the Clutha.  Due to the historical 
reasoning behind the section’s regulations, staff feel a full report on this should be 
incorporated into the next triennial Anglers Notice Review. 

• One submitter suggested that increasing the new winter fishery on the Manuherekia 
to include the section between the Shaky Bridge and the Little Valley Road bridge 
could make it clearer to anglers where the delineation is.  This would increase the 
winter fishing sections length by approximately 550 metres. 
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Recommendations 

1. That Akatore Estuary, Catlins Estuary, Kaikorai Estuary – downstream of Abbots 
Creek confluence and Puerua Estuary are changed from Note 4 to Note 2. 
 

2. That staff prepare a report on the history and status of the Dean’s Bank section of 
the Clutha for the next Triennial review of the Anglers Notice. 
 

3. That Council accept and endorse the Draft Anglers Notice contained in Table 4 and 
Table 5, subject to the above recommendations. 
 

4.  That staff prepare a letter on Council’s behalf informing submitters and angling clubs 
of the outcome of the review and thanking them for their contribution. 
 
Jayde Couper – Fish & Game Officer 
May 2022 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: General comments made to the Anglers Notice submission process.  
Comment 
Protect the few fly only waters from spin and bait angling.  Close waters where public 
access is denied by private capture. 
Thanks for giving Licence Holders the opportunity to have their say. 
Fantastic work by submitters and F&G staff for bringing clarify to the regulations and 
moving the regulations forward with the times and anglers needs, while balancing stock 
management.  A sold pat on the back to all concerned! 
Region bag limits standardised...good idea.  Rees should be fly only and zero take...should 
have been done years ago.  Stop all triple hook lures - period.  Horrible things   No float 
allowed on Makarora! 
Encourage the guides license.  I am a professional guide, but put my thoughts as a local  
Angler first and foremost above my professional interests 
Look forward to contributing to the tourist, non-resident, guided industry debate next 
year.  This topic has become the greatest threat to angling opportunity, enjoyment and 
use of our river,lake systems.  Certainly the lack of tourist/guided through Covid lock outs 
over the past two season has demonstrated the very special places and angling 
experience we have again enjoyed and are very likely to again loose to commercial 
interests overrunning resident angler opportunities, especially through the Southland, 
Otago and Waitaki districts. 
Since I have held a fishing licence for sixty five years and watched a decline in fishing not 
all attributable to fishing pressure my prediction is with climate change any changes less 
than going back to closed seasons will see declines accelerating protecting what we have 
is imperative and I see no Fish and Game regions making the changes needed to arrest 
these circumstances there will still be fishing but greatly reduced numbers and sizes  and 
the fabled eldorado I knew as a young man will be just history 
I appreciate the further consultation regarding drift fishing on the Makarora, Hawea and 
Deans Bank section of the Clutha and it is a conversation I would like to be a part of if at 
all possible.  Thank you. 
Thanks for the opportunity to give my opinion on these regulation changes.  They all look 
very positive and sensible to me. 
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Appendix 2: Comments made in the submission process organised by whether the submitter 
voted for or against the Council indication.  

Regulation Vote Comment  
1. Glenorchy 
Lagoons 

For I feel its an area which wont impact on trout spawning and 
certainly not a fragile fishery.  While not fishing these personally, 
I agree with utilising this fishery further to encourage more 
winter fishing anglers. 

Against it’s not going to make any substantial impression on pressure on 
other fisheries and possibly ruin the fishing now by over use   ie 
the fish never get a rest 

2. Hore's 
Control Pond 

For Boat fishing would allow angler access to difficult to reach areas 
but should be non motorised . 
In my view, anglers should stick to the wishes of the land 
owners. 
Not much is lost from making these changes.  There are other 
options similar to this in the area. 
These ponds on private land around the Maniatoto/Ranfurly 
districts are very special fisheries provided through the total 
generosity of the landowners.  They are fisheries that need to be 
limited to shoreline angling only.  All are very small potentially 
fragile waters that do not lend themselves to boating or float 
device angling without the potential for conflict. 

Against Hores CP has been a welcome fishing option in September when 
most other waters are still closed (and the weather is warming 
up  and the new season buzz is starting) - I don't have any 
problems with a end April closing date.  If the fishing area was 
limited to the south side entrance gate to the power station it 
shouldn't impact Stonehenge activities, especially lambing.  On 
the narrow strip of land on that side of the water race they only 
run rams there occasionally (never lambing ewes) Signs at the 
north side entrance gate and power station denying access to 
the west side of the dam during lambing should stop interfering 
with lambing.  As far as boating on the dam is concerned I can't 
understand why any health and safety issues would fall on the 
farm - anglers are there without the immediate permission from 
the Hores - no difference from boating on the Styx weir or 
Loganburn dam.  I used to (before the new signs were put up) 
fish from my kayak which allowed access to the west side 
without interfering with any stock in the adjacent paddock.  I 
don't think there are any particular dangers present on the dam 
as the Hores and their children kayak on the dam. 
If the opening date is 1 Nov, it should close at the last day of 
May, to align with all the lakes/ ponds in the area. 
If you are going to change this then why isn't the Mcatamney 
Head pond in the same regulation since its on the same stretch 
of water.  Just leave it as it is please. 
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Regulation Vote Comment  
3. Lower 
Greenstone 

For Again, its holdover fish and migrating fish, not spawners that will 
be found here over winter.  I agree with opening this stretch 
over winter to fly fishing only 
Great idea to have winter fishing opportunities 
Great work, hopefully proves to be a great winter fishery 
If this change proved to be successful, other similar rivers could 
be looked at to open up the section near the lake.  More fishing 
opportunities = thumbs up in my opinion. Imagine combining a 
fallow deer hunt with spawning run fly fishing for rainbow trout. 
That will play!! 
This would be a superb winter fishing option! 

Against Ime old enough to know what this fishery once was and fishing 
the  mouth and thrashing the spawning run from boats will do 
nothing to improve the fishery which in my experience is a 
shadow of what it was not that long ago only landlocked salmon 
make it a fishery of note now the proposal to reduce the 
spawning run of trout even for 2 kms shows the brainless greed 
of some so called sports fishermen and will impact on the 
success of spawning overall 
Leave as is - mouth of river only.  Don't interrupt the fish during 
spawn transit. 
The lower Greenstone river area is already a fly & spin location 
.Most pressure comes from boat access from Glenorchy.  I 
believe F&G should keep the lower river season from November 
through end of May. 

4. Lower 
Manuherekia 
River 

For Great work hopefully this is a great little winter fishery 
I think it is an excellent idea as spawning happens way 
upstream.  If there are concerns that people might get confused 
as the don't know the area the boundary can be moved to Little 
Valley road bridge which is probably 400 or 500 meters 
upstream from Shaky Bridge. 
Really hope this gets the green light!! It would be an asset to our 
town and a lovely little winter option. 
The summer fishing is impacted by low water flows and warm 
water temps, allowing access to winter fishing in the lower 
section would provide more fishing opportunities for licence 
holders to make up for not such productive opportunities over 
the warm summer months 
Yes. There are limited river opportunities for central Otago 
anglers apart from the Clutha and this section sees very few 
spawning fish 

Neutral It is literally 400m from the mouth, there are other waterways 
open year round in that area, and hardly anyone fishes in winter 
months.  Also apart from one run and the pool fish don't seem 
to hold in that stretch in mid winter I really can't see that much 
merit in opening that small section of the river for angling over 



P a g e  | 52 
 

Otago Fish & Game Council Meeting 26th May 2022 

Regulation Vote Comment  
the winter.  Also fish are already spawning not far up from the 
shaky bridge.  In the case of this winter fishery opens up it 
should not go any further up the river than Shaky bridge. 

Against Again a senseless proposal thrashing the spawning run on a river 
which is subject to low flows and serious didymo problems 
fishing is never going to improve if year round fishing and open 
slather is allowed 
Albeit little spawning is identified as occurring through the 
Clutha upstream to Shaky Bridge, I am concerned that these 
special resident fish migrating upstream to spawn will be easily 
targeted throughout this relatively narrow and shallow section 
of the Manuherekia River. 
The Man... is a fragile fishery highly dependent on annual 
spawning recruitment from the Clutha.  Being a small water 
fishery with easy access and within a urban environment then 
spawning trout either on the way up or the way back are highly 
vulnerable to recreation catch / over catch.  So yet another 
external pressure that can be avoided on an already fragile 
fishery 

5. Mill Creek For A sensible regulation change. 
Great work. Hopefully with some anglers on this portion of 
stream we see some custodians of this amazing little stream. 

Neutral I do agree with the under-utilised by junior angler part of the 
statement, however I have walked the stretch few times and 
supervised few kids fishing that creek in the past. there aren't 
that many fish that the adult anglers will be exited in that creek, 
I am sure some anglers (me included enjoy the challenging 
nature of the fishing, however I am leaning more towards with 
the status quo so that the Lake Hays has healthy nursery 
streams to re stocking the fish each season. 
I dont see or hear of many kids fishing up through there 
however there are private ponds that get fished at the discretion 
of landholders to certain interests. Keep It closed. Avoid 
exclusive capture opportunities 

Against Again a stupid proposal on stream which has high spawning 
numbers compared with other sized streams my experience up 
until the covid situation was people bait fishing for subsistence 
especially in Frankton arm I once caught one on the Kingston 
wharf with three good sized rainbow trout in his bag and in the 
process of taking another which i made him return to the water 
he had previously told me he worked in Queenstown and fished 
for his food every day I have not seen a ranger on Wakatipu for 
years this sort of proposal will eventually see the fishery go 
further in decline 
My rational for a strong view to disagreement with this proposal 
is that it basically sets up a private water for exclusive non-public 
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Regulation Vote Comment  
enjoyment. Very similar to the English privileged system that NZ 
anglers and recreational users of our water ways has been 
totally against becoming established. 
Totally disagree. Leave some waters undisturbed. There is 
enough fishing around without doing this!  Also, access is mainly 
all through private land and will be only accessible to them as 
indicated....do not enable private water fishing.  NZ was set up 
to negate this and it should be kept this way. 
Until public access is provided all the Mill creek sections should 
be closed for angling. 

6. Clutha 
River 

For I’m all for consistency and simplifying the rules. Could you go 
further and make all methods allowable for Dean’s Bank?  Also, 
is it closed over winter to allow spawning?  If yes, then I agree 
but otherwise why not open it up to be consistent with 
upstream and downstream. 
More logical and easily understood for all anglers without 
change to bag numbers. 

Neutral I personally cant see why the deans bank section is limited to fly 
only. Is this simply for tradition?  Id like to see that big water 
section open to Fly and artificial baits only only 
Yes there are many fish in the Clutha but opening up the most 
accessible and best part to year round fishing smacks of licence 
gathering revenue and is the chief recruitment area for the 
tributaries why take the chance of doing to the Clutha what is 
rampant everywhere else 

7. Taieri 
River 

For This is a good suggestion.  The current situation confuses plenty 
of people and the change would simplify things a lot. 

Against opening up any fishery to year round fishing is detrimental to 
the fishery only the tidal zoan should be considered for this type 
of fishing 

8. Multiple 
Hooks in 
Back Country 
fisheries 

For About time. Multi point hooks should be banned - period! 
Great work in clarifying these regulations 
I think this a very positive change.  It's very hard to practice C&R 
with treble hooks. I believe that a single hook point on any lure 
or fly is sufficient. 
There is absolutely no reason multiple/treble hooks are 
necessary in any freshwater fishery. 
Treble hooks and multi treble hooks create damage to trout 
when catch and release .it takes less time and handling of a fish 
when removing a single hook. 

Neutral backcountry fisheries should be designated fly only! 
I believe that lures/flies with two single point hooks are safe and 
cause a minimal amount of damage.  I believe that damage 
typically occurs with multiple point single hooks ie treble hooks 
and that the regulation should reflect this. 
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Regulation Vote Comment  
Wondering if this is the best way to phrase the change.  Does it 
need to be phrased in terms of what is prohibited, or could it be 
“in backcountry streams only lures with simple hooks are 
permitted”? 

Against No. Change trebles Out to single hooks to protect in some 
season, low numbers of residents. It takes but a packet of hooks 
and 2 minutes. Id like to see treble hooks discouraged more.     I 
do fish 2 hook larger streamers such as sex dungeons etc but 
never find fish engulf more than the one hoom. 
The wording is still confusing, needs to be clear and simple. 
Suggestion could be "Only lures with one single hook is 
permitted in back country rivers".  I believe say what is allowed, 
rather than not in this case to be 100% clear. 

9. Boat 
regulations 

For Agree, however have no issue with anglers using motorised 
boats on the Kawarau.  Jet boats run it multiple times every day 
Great work, as a volunteer ranger I’ve struggled myself to 
understand the boat regulations sometimes.  Anything that 
clarifies this is fantastic. 
However would like to see Note 3 include Clutha River from Lake 
Wanaka Outlet to Luggate Red Bridge.  The amount of jet boat 
fishing is getting concerning. 

Neutral I regularly fish from a kayak and find note 4 confusing. 
Particularly where estuaries (tidal) are concerned, the inland 
rivers are completely understandable.  I think the confusion is 
caused by the fact that in the bold it refers to tidal sections 
being exempt but then in some estuaries, eg catlins, akatore, 
there seem to be sections that are tidal but out of bounds.  I 
don’t see the issue in all tidal areas being open to unpowered 
boats. 
The 100 metre from shore anglers.  Provided a shore angler is 
visible this works.  Otherwise potential to capture the critical 
100 metres of shoreline water to multiple shore fishing parties 
particularly when bait fishing by groups.  Most fishing is within 
25-30 meters of shoreline. For both  shore and boat anglers. 

Against Bollocks to the Kawarau rule.  The boat MUST have a motor to 
ensure safety margins are met - they should be in idle and be 
available instantly in any situation where danger is likely.  All the 
others no issue. 
I disagree with closing Hores CP for boating  (as mentioned 
above).   I can't see mention of the Taieri river in any of the 
above options!  The upper Taieri is too small to allow drift boat 
fishing without upsetting bank anglers. 
The list is way too extensive for me to be specific about which of 
the proposed boat, canoe, pontoon, float device changes 
proposed I am able to support.  I especially relate my concerns 
to the smaller fishery ponds of the Maniatoto/Ranfurly districts. 
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Appendix 3: Submission from the Upper Clutha Angling club.  
Submission of Upper Clutha Angling Club – Anglers’ Notice Review 2022  

The Club has the following comments and observations on Otago Fish and Game 
suggestions for regulation changes. 

1. Glenorchy Lagoons 
• Supports  
• Considers that the additional fishing opportunity is slight  
• Simplifies the Regulations as the lagoons are effectively an extension of the Rees River 

which is open all year downstream of Muddy Creek  
• Overall, agrees that the benefit outweighs any risk to the resource  
2. Hore’s Control Pond  
• Supports  
• Essential to maintain a good relationship with landowner and protect fishing 

opportunity. 
3. Lower Greenstone 
• Supports but on the condition that the fishery is closely monitored.  
• Not convinced the benefit outweighs the risk.  
• The Greenstone is a highly valued fishery.  The proposal mostly provides a potential 

benefit to local anglers but there is no data to support the contention that fish migrate 
quickly through the lower river.  In the absence of this information a cautious approach 
is called for.  This does not seem to be fully considered in the rationale for the change.  

• It would be exceptionally difficult to link any future decline in the fishery upstream to a 
new winter fishery in the lower river unless the lower river fishery is closely monitored 
through a creel census or regular on-site surveys to establish the numbers of anglers 
participating or the numbers of fish being harvested or caught and released.  There are 
simply too many other factors affecting the health of the fish population in the overall 
Greenstone River to establish a cause-and-effect relationship without collecting such 
information.  Waiting for a decline in the upper river fishery would be too late – and any 
such decline could be caused by a number of unrelated factors.  

4. Lower Manuherekia River  
• Supports on the condition that the fishery is monitored.  
• Provides a small potential benefit to a limited number of local anglers  
• Poses unknown risks unless the fishery is closely monitored.  
5. Mill Creek  
• Supports with reservations  
• Notes that as there is no marginal strip and no public access, this change may result in 

local landowners capturing all the benefits. Without public access, how will Fish and 
Game monitor the result of the change unless landowners grant access to Staff?  Under 
the circumstances, it might be preferable to simply close the fishery. 

6. Clutha River  
• Supports  
• A logical move and will benefit angler ability to comply with the rules. 
7. Taieri River  
• Supports  
• A logical move and will benefit angler ability to comply with the rules.  
• Important to continue to prohibit fishing from a boat upstream of Outram 
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8. Clarification of Multiple hooks in Backcountry Fisheries  
• Supports 
• The Club would encourage the prohibition of treble hooks in all fisheries – as currently 

prohibited throughout the Taupo fishery for example. 
 
9. Boat Rules  
• Support  
• Clarification is important so that anglers can easily understand what is allowed or not 

allowed in order to be able to readily comply with the rules 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 4: Submission from Alan Leitch.  
From: Coralie and Alan Leitch <cw.aj.leitch@xtra.co.nz> 
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2022 4:37:34 PM 
To: Bruce Quirey <BQuirey@fishandgame.org.nz> 
Subject: New regulations  

Hello Bruce, 

At this point it is best for me to give you, my feedback. 
By and large I agree with the proposed changes to the angling regulations. 
If you would pass on my thoughts to the council, I would be grateful. 
If the booklet is to be updated, I would ask that the below be considered. 
Thank you. 
Akatore Estuary, is this from the bridge down?  Needs clarified. 
Catlins, Owaka, Puerua, there is no State Highway 92. It was scrapped years ago. Needs 
corrected. 
Shaky Bridge on the Manuherikia.  Needs the road the bridge is on. 
Taieri River boundary.  Is this the bridge at Outram or some other point? Needs clarified. 
Von Lake boating.  As this access is most usually locked and only foot access allowed does 
this only give boating rights to those with a key?  Simply make it no boating. 
Finally, to make it easier to follow the regulations, would it be possible to get the Otago 
Additional Requirements on one page.  If The Additional Requirements were on one page it 
would be much easier to follow the numbers on the right hand side of the guide book. In 
this season's edition pages 45 and 46 just about could have fitted on the one page.  Makes it 
good for old sods like me. 

Thanks so much. 

Alan Leitch 

 

mailto:cw.aj.leitch@xtra.co.nz
mailto:BQuirey@fishandgame.org.nz
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7.3 Policy on Theft & Fraud 
 

OTAGO FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 
 

POLICY ON THEFT & FRAUD 
Updated April 2022 

 
 

Objective 
The Council accepts that it has a responsibility to protect the physical and financial resources 
of Otago Fish and Game Council.  To minimise the risk of losses, as a result of theft or 
fraudulent acts and to provide clear guidance for all employees and management as to the 
appropriate course of action should theft or fraud be suspected. 
 
 
Applicability 
All employees, management and council, and any parties conducting business with Otago Fish 
and Game Council. 
 
 
Definitions 
Theft is defined as “a criminal act in which property belonging to another is taken without 
the owner’s consent”. 
 
Fraud is defined as deliberate deception or cheating, intended to gain advantage.  The term 
‘fraud’ is used to describe any act, expression, omission, or concealment, calculated to 
deceive another for advantage. 

 
Fraud includes, but is not limited to: 

• Forgery or alteration of documents. 
• Misappropriation of funds, supplies or other assets. 
• Presenting false credentials or qualifications. 
• Unauthorised use, including the destruction or removal of Otago Fish and Game 

Council property, equipment, materials or records. 
• Authorising or receiving payment for goods or services not received or     

performed. 
• Fabrication or falsification of data (e.g. timesheets, leave forms or expense claim 

forms), plagiarism or other dishonest practices. 
• Accepting or offering bribes or inducements. 
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• Granting a contract or engineering the granting of a contract to a third party with a 
view to direct or indirect personal gain. 

• Disclosing confidential information to a third party. 
• Using information technology equipment to manipulate programmes or data 

dishonestly, e.g. by altering, substituting or destroying records. 
 
 
Policy Statement 
1 Employees are required at all times to act honestly and with integrity and to safeguard 

the organisation’s resources and its reputation.  Theft or fraudulent behaviour will not 
be tolerated.   
 

2 The Chief Executive will proactively manage the prevention of theft and fraud consistent 
with the policy below and regularly communicate activity to staff, and Council through 
the annual Risk Management Report.  This includes implementing advice provided in 
regular annual Audits related to theft or fraud prevention or good practice. 
 

3 All allegations will be investigated following the process outlined in this policy and will 
usually be referred to the New Zealand Police.  

  
4 Unless under investigation themselves, allegations of theft or fraud will be dealt with 

by the Chief Executive. Staff and Councillors will cooperate and support any 
investigations. 
 

5 It is recognised that alleged cases of fraud can affect the rights and reputation of the 
person(s) implicated.  All matters related to the allegation shall remain confidential and 
all documentation kept secure, except to the extent required by the Police or any 
investigating authority to fully investigate the matter. 

  
4 Any action taken in response to an instance of theft or fraud must be consistent with 

contract of employment conditions and employment law principles and must be subject 
to due process, equity and fairness.  Should a case be deemed to be answerable then 
the due process of the law shall apply to the person or persons implicated.  

  
5 Fraud represents serious misconduct and is grounds for termination of employment or 

of working relationship.  Any theft or fraud detected will be subject to action for 
recovery of lost money or property. 

 
6 Where a suspected case of Theft or Fraud is not proved, the individual(s) involved will 

have their employment or working relationship fully restored without loss of accrued 
entitlements.  

 
7 Should any delegated staff member or any other staff member improperly disclose 

information the Chief Executive shall consider if that person or persons are in breach of 
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confidence and could jeopardize the investigation, and if further action may be 
required. 

 
8 Any statement made on behalf of the Council and related to any instance of supposed 

or actual theft or fraud shall be made by the Council Chairperson or Chief Executive 
after consultation with the Council and after taking expert advice. 

 
 
Prevention 
As a preventative measure against theft and fraud, the Council requires the Chief Executive 
to ensure that: 

• Otago Fish & Game’s physical resources are kept secure and accounted for. 
• Otago Fish & Game’s financial systems are designed to prevent and detect the 

occurrence of fraud. 
• Staff members who are formally delegated responsibility for the custody of physical 

and financial resources by the Chief Executive are proven competent to carry out such 
responsibilities and that such persons are held accountable for the proper execution 
of their responsibilities. 

• All staff members are aware of their responsibility to immediately inform the Chief 
Executive should they suspect or become aware of any improper or fraudulent actions 
by staff, council, suppliers, contractors, temporary employees or other persons 
associated with Otago Fish & Game. 

• The Chief Executive shall maintain all systems to ensure they meet the requirements 
of the Office of the Auditor General, standards as set out in the relevant legislation, 
and are consistent with generally accepted accounting practices promulgated and 
supported by the New Zealand Institute of Chartered Accountants. 

 
 
Reporting of Suspected Fraud 
1 In the event of suspected fraud, employees must promptly advise the Chief Executive 

or the Chairperson if the Chief Executive is suspected. 
 
2 In the event of a suspected fraud by the Chairperson, then the Chief Executive and 

Executive Committee must be advised promptly. 
 
3 An individual who reports a suspicion of fraud in good faith will in no circumstances be 

threatened, intimidated, or dismissed because he or she acted in accordance with this 
policy. 

 
4 The Chief Executive will notify the Chairperson of the suspected fraud. 
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Investigation 
In the event of an allegation of theft or fraud the Chief Executive shall act in accordance with 
the following procedures: 
 

a) Decide to either immediately report the matter to the NZ Police or proceed as outlined 
in this paragraph. 
 

b) So far as it is possible and within 24 hours: 
i. Record the details of the allegation, the person or persons allegedly involved, 

and the quantity and/or value of the theft or fraud. 
ii. Request a written statement from the person who has informed the Chief 

Executive, with details as to the nature of the theft or fraud, the time and 
circumstances in which this occurred, and the quantity and/or value of the 
theft. 

iii. Decide on the initial actions to be taken including consulting with the person 
who provided the information and, if appropriate, confidentially consulting 
with other senior members of staff about the person who is the subject of the 
allegations. 

iv. Inform the Council Chairperson of the information received and consult with 
them as appropriate. 
 

c) On the basis of advice received and after consultation with the Council Chairperson, 
the Chief executive shall decide whether or not a prima facie case of theft or fraud 
exists, and if not, to document this decision and record that no further action is to be 
taken. 

 
d) If a prima facie case is thought to exist the Chief Executive shall:  

i. Inform the person in writing of the allegation that has been received and request 
a meeting with them at which their representative or representatives are invited 
to be present. 

ii. Meet with the person who is the subject of the allegation of theft or fraud and 
their representatives to explain the complaint against them. 

iii. Obtain a verbal or preferably a written response (all verbal responses must be 
recorded as minutes of that meeting, and the accuracy of those minutes should be 
attested by all persons present). 

iv. Advise the person in writing of the processes to be involved from this point on.  
 

e) Once all available evidence is obtained the Chief Executive shall consult with the 
Council Chairperson.  The Chairperson may, if they consider it necessary, seek legal or 
other advice as to what further action should be taken. 
 

f) Where a prima facie case of theft or fraud is considered to exist, the CE shall: 
i. Invoke any disciplinary procedures contained in the contract of employment 

should the person be a staff member, or 
ii. Lay a complaint with the New Zealand Police, or 
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iii. Continue with investigations including the use of independent experts where 
necessary. Investigations are to include a search for written evidence of theft 
or fraud. 

iv. Secure all records, accounts and property against further fraud or theft or 
destruction of evidence. 

v. Seek legal advice and inform the council’s auditors 
 

g) A post investigation assessment will be carried out.  Any identified control system 
weaknesses will be addressed. 
 

 
 
Allegations Concerning the Chief Executive, Chairperson or Councillor 
Any allegation concerning the Chief Executive should be made to the Council Chairperson.  
The Chairperson and the Executive Committee will then investigate in accordance with the 
requirements of this policy. 
 
Any allegation concerning a member of the Council should be made to the Chief Executive.  
The Chief Executive will then advise the Council Chairperson or Executive Committee (in the 
case of the Chairperson) and commence investigation in accordance with the requirements 
of this policy. 
 
 
Approval 
As part of its approval the Council requires the Chief Executive to circulate this Policy to all 
staff.  A copy is to be included in the Otago Fish and Game Council Policy files and available at 
any time to all staff and council. 
 
The Council also requires that the Chief Executive arrange for all new staff to be made familiar 
with this Policy and other polices approved by the Council. 
 
This policy may be reviewed at any time based on new information, legislation or as a result 
of the Auditors advice. 
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Otago Fish and Game Council Theft and Fraud Policy 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
 
 
 
Colin Weatherall      Ian Hadland 
Council Chairperson      Chief Executive 
 
 
On behalf of and with the authority of the Council on  
 
Date 
 

Approved Council Meeting 26th May 2022 

 
  



P a g e  | 63 
 

Otago Fish & Game Council Meeting 26th May 2022 

8.0 Public Excluded Items 
8.1 Public Excluded Minutes of the OF&GC Meeting 24th March 2022 

 These minutes will be confirmed at the July meeting. 
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9.0 Financial Report 
Finance and Licence Sales 30th April 2022 
 

9.1 Draft Finance Reports 
The draft financial Profit and Loss report and Balance sheet for the period from 1st September 
2021 to 30th April 2022 are below. 
 

Expenditure at the 30th April for the 2021/22 financial year is $1,383,782 (including levies 
$479,620, agent commission $76,236, depreciation $39,160.  This also includes $49,579 of 
spending from our reserves.  Eight months (67%) into the financial year we are 71% spent of 
budget.  
The total annual expenditure budget (including levies) is $2,137,042. 
 

Income from Fishing licence sales to date is $1,725,491.  The annual fishing licence sales 
budget income is $1,690.619. 
Income from Game licence sales to date is $194,713.  The annual game licence sales budget 
income is $323,364.  The season started 7th May 2022 and further game income is expected 
during May 
Income from other sources totals $138,777. 
 

Budget and expenditure figures are exclusive of GST. 
The draft accounts show a surplus at 30th April 2022 of $675,200 
 

Bank Funds Position at 30th April 2022 
ANZ 00 account  $203,201.50 
ANZ 70 account  $422,915.14 
 

Term Investments as at 30th April 2022 
ASB 0079  $566,824 @ 1.5% Maturing on 11th July 2022 
ANZ   $500,000 @ 0.9 Maturing on the 17th May 2022 
 

Donations and Grants (not in budget) 
Who For Amount GST 

excl 
General Donation 9.00 
QLDC Bullock Creek Plantings 470.00 
Rippon Vineyard Bullock Creek Planting 300.00 
Otago Community Care Trust Take Kid Fishing Events 2,020.00 
Donation Tin Bullock Creek For Bullock Creek 240.30 
Total  $3,039.30 

 

Debtors - One debtor of $28,330 
 

Capital Expenditure and Sales 
Camera and microphone equipment have been purchased to support the Council 
communications objectives, particularly production of online videos. 
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Otago Fish and Game Reserves 30th April 2022 
Otago Reserves 
Movements 

Balance 
August 
2021 

Income 
(To) 
Reserve 

Note Outgoing 
(From) 
Reserve 

Balance 
April 2021 

Back Country Non-resident 
Levy 

$267,806 $4,503 1 $5,000 $267,309 

Habitat Enhancement & 
Research 

$11,756  $8,700 2 $2,400 $18,056 

Bullock Creek Reserve $2,806 $3,525  $2,248 $4,083 
 

Mining Rights Reserve $17,537  3 $  $17,537 
 

Priority Consents Reserve $55,507  7 $13,809 $41,697 
 

Historical Property Reserves $161,678 
 

4 $3,851 $157,827  
Renovation Reserves 
 

$2,767   $2,767 $0 

Regional Policy Statement 
Reserve 

$59,349  5 $11,687 $47,662 

Priority Plan Changes $38,893  6 $7,817 $31,076 
 

Total    $49,579 $585,247 
      
NZC RMA/Legal Fund 
Movements 

     

Regional Policy Extra  $60,000 8 $ $60,000 
      

 
Note 1 $5000 a year for five years is to be taken from the Non resident fund for the 

Dr Donald Scott University Fund beginning.  Agreed by Council May 2021.  
2021/22 is year two. 

Note 2 Balance is $18,056.  Less committed but not yet paid out of $12,914 so balance 
of $5,143 is available for dispersal by way of grants. 

Note 3  $150,000 (Mining Rights) approved prior to 2018 by NZC from our reserves. 
Includes $80,000 of Lindis expenses, agreed by Council July 2019. 

Note 4 Historical Property Reserve, used on development of the Wanaka site 
Note 5  OF&GC agreed to $60,000 May 2020.  NZC notified. 
Note 6 OF&GC agreed to $120,000 May 2020.  NZC notified. $81,000 agreed to be 

spent by council September 2020.   
Note 7  OF&GC agreed to $60,000 May 2020.  NZC notified. 
Note 8 August 2021 NZC approved the use of $60,000 to be reimbursed by the 

Regional RMA legal fund towards our Regional Policy Planning Costs
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9.2 Licence Sales  
 
Fish Licence Sales 2021/22 Season to 30 April 2022 
See Appendix 1 for a table showing fish licence sales categories and numbers.  This table 
shows fish licences sales for seasons 2021/22 and 2020/21 to the end of April of the season. 
 
In summary, fishing licence sales in whole season licence equivalents (LEQs) 14,431.74 LEQs 
compared with 14,249.51 LEQs for the same period last year. 
 
 
Game Licence Sales 2022 
These went on sale on Public Online and via agencies on the 10th March 2022. 
A full adult licence has an increase of $2 from the previous year. 
See table following for game licence sales categories and numbers at opening of season 2021 
and 2022. 
 
In summary, game licence sales in whole season licence equivalents (LEQs) 4008.14 LEQs for 
the 2022 season compared with 4106.13LEQs for the same period 2021 season. 
 
 
9.5 Agents Debts 
We have one $192 agent debt outstanding. 
 
 
9.6 Recommendation 

That the financial report be received 
 
 
Sharon Milne 
Administration Officer 
17/05/2022 
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10.0 Chief Executives Report May 2022 
 
 

10.1 Progress Against Councils 3 Year Strategic Priorities 
 

SF&GMP Output Goals 2020-2023  Draft Objectives (Specific, timebound and measurable) Update 

Species Mgt 
 

Improved knowledge of 
Sportsfish population 
dynamics in Southern Lakes 
 

Robust monitoring system for southern lakes fisheries established 
by 2022 with enough sensitivity to detect population change.  
Research proposal to investigate drivers for that change lodged to 
NZC for funding by 2023 
 

Creel surveys on lake Wanaka for the third consecutive year have now concluded. Results will be reported to the July meeting.  

An application for funding (from Otago Council Reserves) to undertake acoustic surveys in the three southern lakes has been 
approved and is now subject to the licence fee being set for 2022/23. 

 

The lake fisheries management workshop which was scheduled for winter 2022 is being reconsidered and a scaled down gathering 
is proposed to bring together technical experts. 

 
Improve Clutha River 
Salmon knowledge  

Contribution of southern lakes salmon population to lower river 
searun fishery researched by 2022.  Options for enhancement of 
downstream migration by 2023. 

 
Benefits and risks of further liberations reported on by 2021. 
Salmon spawning sites surveyed and documented (ongoing) 

Contact Energy Sports Fish Management programme for the 21/22 season is being progressed. Staff are presently using eDNA kit to 
look at presence/absence of salmon in the Makarora tributaries.  One aerial spawning survey of the Clutha river has been 
completed this season. 

 

The eDNA kits for use on the Lower Clutha to identify Salmon spawning will be deployed shortly. 

Habitat Protection 
& Mgt 

Improve outcomes in RMA 
planning processes – Plans 
reflect F&G input  

Submissions reflecting F&G positions made on time and hearings 
attended for all planning matters impacting on F&G managed 
species, habitat and users (lumpy workload so no dates fixed) 

Additional advocacy in the form of; 

• Once yearly Governor to governor meetings 
with ORC 
• Twice yearly meetings between CE’s of orc an 
• d territorial authorities, iwi and DOC. (Same at a 
staff level) 
• Pre circulation of key submissions (two weeks 
ahead) to allies for comment and to seek alignment. 

 

By 2022, establish three way agreement (Aukaha, DOC, F&G) on 
freshwater values and bottom lines for input into FMU process. 
 

The RMA consenting and planning report is provided by way of update in this agenda.  

 

Over the period CE and staff have met with the ORC Policy team and a follow up meeting is proposed. The CE had a telephone 
discussion ORC CEO. Unfortunately she has now resigned. 

 

Any three way agreement looks increasingly unlikely by the deadline, however the groups continue to cooperate on matters of 
mutual interest. 

  Create or improve more 
wetland areas with 
emphasis on irrigation dams 
as habitat and headwater 
wetlands 
 

10 ponds/wetlands on private land developed or enhanced or 
protected annually (30 wetlands/ponds by 2023) 

Investigations for new pond development has slowed considerably – There was one enquiry during this period.  

 

Staff continue to build involvement in catchment groups as an alternative. 

Angler & Hunter 
Participation 

Maintain or improve current 
participation levels, 
especially among females 
 

Maintain current participation levels and improve female 
participation by 5% by 2023 

Staff are regularly contributing to national marketing efforts including upgrades of the website and licencing system.  One staff 
member has been appointed to the national communications group and recently completed a draft Communications Strategy.  

 

Participation levels for angling are being maintained.  Game sales are a down a bit. 
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The survey of female anglers has been developed into a University research proposal and funding has been given approval from the 
NZC Research Fund. 

Access (under 
Participation in 
SF&GMP)  

No net loss of access Identify and log current access points by 2021 

20% More access points identified in Otago region available to 
anglers and hunters by 2023. 
 

No additional work in this project area during the period.  

Public interface High licence holder 
understanding of F&G 
organisation and its work on 
their behalf  
 

Improve licence holder knowledge of F&G activities (by two unit 
points in licence holder survey) by 2023 
 

The licence holder engagement survey has been completed for 2022. 

 

Social media activity continues to rise with 2,650 followers on the Councils Facebook page.  

 

  Improved understanding by 
the general public of F&G 
role and work  

Establish information portal including option of an educational 
facility in conjunction with Contact energy by 2023  

Generate and conduct general public survey of understanding by 
2021 to establish base metric.  PR/PA programme established and 
implemented by 2021.  Follow up survey 2023 to check progress 

Negotiations related to a hatchery and information portal at Roxburgh hosted by Contact Energy are now concluding with the 
formation of a trust. 

 

PR survey is proposed for this financial year but has not begun due to other priorities. Staff have been involved in a national level 
Communications strategy which will guide the formation of a local version. 

  Proactive engagement with 
Ngai Tahu 

 
 

MOU/Principles document extended to cover wider Otago water 
and wildlife values and agreed by 2022. 

Relationship with Aukaha continues to build with regular meetings and communication around planning and consenting matters. 
The CE had a meeting with Aukaha CE and is attending a meeting with Ngai Tahu staff to discuss operational matters mid May. 

 

 

  Improved FGO and Ranger 
visibility 

 
 

15% of Otago fish licence holders and 10% of game licence 
holders have direct contact via CLE or through other F&G 
activities on an annual basis  

12 honorary rangers remain across the district and staff are tentatively looking for more is some key areas.  Advertising in the 
magazine failed to attract any applicants. 10% of game licence holders checked is an ambitious target which is unlikely to be met 
again this year. 

  Form 
alliances/collaborations 
with landowners (and 
stakeholder organisations) 
on areas of common interest 
 

360 degree survey of all stakeholders and other groups on 
organisational attitude and effectiveness by 2021. 

Draft and implement strategic communications plan for 
stakeholders by 2022.  Review for positive progress and report 
2023 
 

Stakeholder survey was proposed for this financial year but has not begun. It is unlikely to be completed this financial year due to 
other commitments.  

 

NZC has upgraded its Communication Strategy using an external agency so some guidance may be provided by that.  

Administration Find alternative sources of 
income to support F&G 
activities 

At least 20% of external expenditure is from alternative sources  
 

As previously advised, a good portion of the target figure for this year has been secured through the Contact Energy Sportsfish 
Management Plan 

Compliance Regulations understandable 
by licence holders 

Make regulations easier to interpret through simplification and 
improved user interfaces, especially online 
 

The anglers notice review nears completion and a number of areas, including boating restrictions, have been streamlined. 

 

  Improved compliance rates Improve compliance rate from 95% to 97% 

  

Compliance rates will be summarised ahead of the next meeting but high number of offences over the holiday break may point to 
weaker compliance. 95% compliance was achieved for opening weekend of the game season.  

  Prosecutions completed in a 
compassionate and 
professional way 

Revisit prosecution guidelines annually (Sept) and sign off 
alongside diversion payment schedule 
 

Prosecution guidelines were adopted in September 2021 - Complete 
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10.2 Other Staff Activity 
 

10.2.1 SPECIES MANAGEMENT 
 
Gamebird Aerial Counts 
Mallard counts were completed in late April.  Trend count totals were as high as we have seen 
with some of the river transects having particularly impressive numbers.  Low water levels 
elsewhere in the district may have contributed to the accumulation of larger bird numbers on 
flowing waters and bigger dams.  The summary report is in this agenda. 
 
Spawning surveys 
Surveys are underway for the season with staff visits having already been made to 
Manuherikia and Catlins River tributaries.  Further surveys are scheduled for the 
Waihemo/Shag River.  
 
Regulations 
The Anglers Notice Review is in its final stage with a report to this meeting which summarises 
the proposals and offers recommendations.  Having a fresh set of eyes (new F&G officer) look 
over the Anglers Notice and ask the hard questions about our present regulations has been 
helpful.  
 
Gamebird Harvest survey 
The annual telephone survey of Otago gamebird hunters is underway. Harvest information 
for opening weekend will be available soon and full season estimates of harvest will be 
reported on at the November meeting. 
 

10.2.2 HABITAT PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT 
 
Contact Energy – Lower Clutha Sportsfish Management Plan Implementation 
The sportsfish and habitat projects funded by Contact Energy are progressing. The eDNA kits 
are being deployed in lower Clutha tributaries and that will hopefully help identify spawning 
waters used by wild salmon in the lower Clutha River. 
 
Proposed Contact/F&G Trust  
The proposed Lower Clutha Trust documents have been provided to our lawyers and edits 
and comments have been circulated back to Contact Lawyers.  The section on its ‘purpose’ 
has been refined to broaden the scope and also to more tightly to the expectations set out in 
the consent conditions and subsequent discussions.  
 
CE/Chair to Update 
 
Wetland management – Response to Cr Highton questions 
The environmental officer has written a summary response to the questions raised at the last 
meeting concerning stock grazing in wetlands and general wetland management.  You will see 
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(in the Appendix to the Consents and Planning report) that the matter is far from straight 
forward. 
 
Lindis case summary 
A summary document of the learnings from the case have been circulated to Councillors and 
have been distributed to key parties including the ORC and iwi. (see outward correspondence) 
 
 

10.2.3 USER PARTICIPATION 
 
Greenstone Controlled Fishery 
Greenstone River controlled fishery booking system has run well over the summer and a full 
report will be presented to the July meeting.  
 
F&G Magazine 
The game season magazine was distributed in mid march and the content was well received.  
Our Communications Officer wrote a fuller feature piece on wetlands and their value which 
read very well.  The content for the next fishing issue of the magazine is due at the end of 
June. Any ideas from governors on topics welcome. 
 
Survey of Female Anglers 
Staff from Otago and Southland F&G have developed a wider proposal for the survey and now 
involved the University of Otago.  Approval for funding for the research has been approved 
by NZC (from the National Research Fund) and the project can now get underway. 
 
 

10.2.4 PUBLIC INTERFACE 
Media 
Otago continues to generate a solid stream of media content readily picked up by print 
publications.  The articles in the lead up to, and following, opening weekend of the game 
season were particularly positive.   
 
Pre season duck hunting events 
Staff attended 4 pre season clay target shoot events around the district to distribute 
information, promote the start of the season and interact with assembled hunters.  
 

10.2.5 COMPLIANCE  
The backlog of angling offences gathered over the summer has been cleared with all being 
resolved by way of Council approved Diversion. Game season ranging so far has detected 5 
offences and all face prosecution action.  Two offenders also may face additional questioning 
by NZ police for leaving loaded firearms unattended in a maimai.  Overall though, 95% of 
hunters encountered on opening weekend were compliant which was pleasing.  
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10.2.6 LICENCING 
 
Licence system upgrade 
An upgraded licencing system is due to go live mid winter.  Otago staff have been involved in 
user testing and general feedback is that the new purchase facility looks fit for purpose and 
easy to follow. 
 

10.2.7 COUNCIL 
 
Organisational Review and Amalgamations 
The National Amalgamation Review team have reported to NZC at its April meeting and 
confirmed Otago as a standalone Region (along with Southland and CSI).  The Implementation 
Review team, including the DoC official on the group, are evidently ha ppy with progress in 
implementing the 36 recommendations which came out over a year ago.  
 
Chair/CE to update 
 
  10.2.8 PLANNING AND REPORTING 
 
Budget and Contestable funding bids 
The attached licence fee recommendation paper provides a comprehensive summary of 
where the organisations finances come from and are being spent.  The NZC is proposing a 
5.9% rise in the licence fees for 2022/23 which is in line with CPI. 
 
It was disappointing to learn that the Otago bid for staff performance increments was turned 
down by NZC after being recommended for approval by the managers group.  It should be 
noted that the NZC is presently holding a remuneration report which is likely to show a gap 
between current salaries and that of the general market which, as we know, are rising rapidly. 
The Council will need to discuss its options around staffing and risk management as staff 
retention was identified as a high priority to address. 
 
Annual Audit 
We have now signed the BDO engagement letter which sets them up as our Auditors for the 
next three years.  The fees are increasing and the NZC is proposing to raise this with the 
Minister and the Office of the Auditor General with a view to streamlining our collective 
reporting. 
 
 
Recommendation 
That this report be received 
 
Ian Hadland 
Chief Executive 
May 2022 
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11.0 RMA Planning and Consents Report 
Planning and Consenting Report 

15 March 2022 – 17 May 2022 
 
Current Legislation, Policy and Planning Processes 
 

Plan Change 8 

No change of note has occurred in the reporting period. Spending on Plan Change 8 is on track to fall 
within the combined budget for Plan Changes 7, 8 and 1.  

 

Regional Policy Statement 

A decision on the High Court declaration case to determine which parts of the Regional Policy 
Statement will progress via the Freshwater Planning Process has not yet been handed down. 
 
During the reporting period, the Freshwater Commissioner sought feedback from parties on the 
timeframe for the process.  After feedback, the Commissioner decided to extend the timeframe to 
allow for a decision from the High Court to be handed down prior to beginning. 

 

National Environmental Standard on Freshwater – Intensive Winter Grazing Provisions 

During the reporting period, the Central Government has released updated provisions within the 
National Environmental Standard for Freshwater (NES-FW) relating to intensive winter grazing.  In 
conjunction with others from Fish and Game Councils around the country, staff provided detailed 
feedback to the government on the provisions, which was presented as a joint submission on behalf of 
Fish & Game, the Environmental Defence Society and Choose Clean Water. 
 
For intensive winter grazing to be a permitted activity, it will now need to occur on a slope less than 10 
degrees and protect for critical source areas.  This is a clear improvement.  However, pugging and 
resowing requirements have been made vague and difficult to enforce and requirements to ensure 
intensive winter grazing is not undertaken more than 5 meters from sub-surface drainage have been 
removed. 

 

Advice on grazing in wetlands 
At the last Council meeting, the Environmental Officer was asked to report on limitations of national 
regulation around grazing in and around wetlands to help guide discussion of what could be promoted 
through advocacy and on the ground work.  My advice on this issue is attached to this report as 
Appendix 1. 
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Current Notification processes 
 

Applicant Activity Outcome 

Otago Regional Council applications 

Pioneer Energy 
Limited 

To vary existing consents to 
store and use water at Lake 
Onslow to increase the 
drawdown rate. 

A submission in opposition has been written by 
staff and was supported by a complementary 
submission on behalf of the Teviot Angling Club.  A 
hearing date has been set for July and staff are 
working collaboratively with angling club members 
to present a case. 

 
 
Written approval provided during the period 
 

Applicant Activity Outcome 

Otago Regional Council applications 

Mana Tahuna 
Charitable Trust 

To undertake instream works 
in Mill Creek to install 
sediment traps. 

Written party approval was provided. 

City Forest To install and maintain a slash 
trap in Mill Stream, near 
Mosgiel. 

After clarifying that vehicles will not work within 
the wetted bed, written party approval was 
provided. 

Queenstown 
Lakes District 
Council 

To install a stormwater pipe 
adjacent to Bullock Creek. 

Following comprehensive discussions with QLDC 
on the effectiveness of the stormwater system 
and actions to restrict construction effects on 
Bullock Creek, written party approval was 
provided. 

   

Central Otago District Council 

Peter Francis 
Hishon and Vicki 
Jan Hishon 

To subdivide a property on the 
banks of the Manuherekia river 
without providing an 
esplanade reserve. 

The location of the property in Omakau did not 
require an esplanade strip, as it was adjacent to 
the river corridor which already provided ample 
public access.  Written approval to waive the 
requirement to create an esplanade was 
provided. 

 
No written approvals were provided during the period for consents from the following 
bodies: 

- Queenstown Lakes District Council 
- Dunedin City Council 
- Clutha District Council 
- Waitaki District Council 
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Recommendation: 

1. That this report be received. 

Nigel Paragreen 
Environmental Officer 
17 May 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 – Policy guidance on grazing in wetlands 
 
Summary of issue 

There is an environmental trade-off with allowing stock in wetlands (and other water bodies 
generally).  Stock in these areas are more likely to cause erosion and the discharge of 
sediment or other harmful contaminants, such as E.coli.  However, they have proven 
themselves to be an effective control of vegetation, facilitating easier access. 

There is anecdotal evidence in the Maniototo that stock access can improve biodiversity 
outcomes by controlling introduced grasses which would otherwise take over. 

My personal experience with environmental management in New Zealand and Australia is 
that the negative impacts of stock access to water bodies can be managed to some degree.  
However, the management requirements can change dramatically from site to site and the 
environmental risks associated with getting it wrong can be extreme. 

From a policy perspective, it is very difficult to create a ‘one rule fits all’ solution that will be 
simple to implement and effective in providing environmental protection. 

 

Relevant regulation 

In Otago, stock have historically been regulated via the Regional Plan: Water for Otago (RPW), 
using an effects-based approach.  Stock have been allowed in water bodies provided they do 
not cause pugging or erosion.  Ensuring compliance within this system has proven to be 
difficult and as a result, New Zealand is moving away from these types of effects-based 
approaches. 

With the introduction of the Essential Freshwater Package in 2020, the Central Government 
introduced the Resource Management (Stock Exclusions) Regulations 2020 (SER), which 
regulates stock in and around certain water bodies at a national level.  Under the SER, it is the 
grazing activity itself which is regulated rather than the effects. This makes the SER easier to 
enforce but less flexible than the historical RPW approach. 

The SER takes precedence over the RPW approach where the two documents are conflicting.  
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Key points related to the issue from the SER: 

- All stock are to be excluded from natural wetlands that are: 

o >0.05ha and on low slope land; or 

o identified as supporting a population of threatened species within an 
National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2020 compliant 
regional plan; or 

o identified as a natural wetland within a regional plan. 

- ‘Stock’ are defined as beef cattle, dairy cattle, dairy support cattle, deer or pigs 
and do not include feral animals.  All other animals are not defined as stock for the 
purposes of the SER and therefore not excluded from grazing in or near relevant 
water bodies.  

- Natural wetlands are wetlands, as defined in the Resource Management Act, that 
are not artificially constructed, geothermal or an area of improved pasture with 
>50% of exotic pasture species. 

- Low slope land means land identified as low slope land in 
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/fresh-water/freshwater-acts-and-regulations/stock-
exclusion  

- The SER provisions come into force on: 

o 1 July 2023 for natural wetlands identified in regional plans - noting that 
the RPW does not identify any natural wetlands; and 

o 1 July 2025 for natural wetlands on low slopes or supporting threatened 
species. 

The result of the SER in Otago is that once natural wetlands are identified through the new 
Land and Water Regional Plan, which will be notified at the end of 2024, it could be expected 
that grazing most common heavy stock classes will likely not be allowed on the bulk of large 
wetlands.  However, there are still a variety of animals which are permitted to be grazed in 
natural wetlands.  Sheep, goats and horses are common agricultural stock that fall into this 
category. 

Central Government has indicated an appetite to adapt parts of its environmental regulation 
within the Essential Freshwater Package; however, I am not aware of an intention to amend 
the SER. 

 

Advocacy options 

While the SER remains in place, there is no policy option that can be implemented at the 
Otago level which contradicts its guidance.  The SER is Central Government regulation and 
must be applied without exception across the country. 

It is possible for Otago Fish and Game to begin advocating for amendments to the SER. 
However, I do not recommend this in the immediate, because: 

https://www.mfe.govt.nz/fresh-water/freshwater-acts-and-regulations/stock-exclusion
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/fresh-water/freshwater-acts-and-regulations/stock-exclusion
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- Grazing of stock not regulated by the SER is permitted in Otago, provided it does 
not cause erosion or pugging.  This means there are alternative and less 
environmentally risky grazing options within wetlands that will be available to 
landholders once the SER comes into force. 

- No scientific or policy work has been undertaken to date to inform an alternative 
Otago Fish and game position on stock grazing in wetlands.  This is a complex and 
controversial issue, and an Otago Fish and Game position should have a clear basis 
in fact.  It is critical that that Fish and Game understand the full suite of options for 
vegetation management before taking a position. 

- No work has been undertaken to date to inform a national Fish and Game position 
on stock exclusion from wetlands, outside broad support for the SER.  As a national 
issue, the position of Otago Fish and Game should be consistent with a national 
Fish and Game position, or risk confounding advocacy messaging. 

 

If the Council is intent on lobbying Central Government to amend the SER, I recommend 
undertaking the work identified in the above list first.  This can be achieved through forming 
a working group to research and debate the issue1 and seeking to develop a national Fish and 
Game position via Fish and Game’s Resource Management Team structure.  That said, I do 
caution that this would constitute a significant body of work for staff. 

Ultimately, I expect that Fish and Game Otago needn’t be the driving force on this issue.  
Other parties will have a more significant interest in this topic and would be better positioned 
to drive change, if that is considered appropriate.  I recommend instead highlighting an 
intention to participate in a working group on this issue, should other parties wish to form 
one. 

 
 

 

 

  

 
1 Potential vehicles for this could be Tiaki Maniototo or the stakeholder groups the regional council is soon to 
set up for key issues within the Land and Water Regional Plan. 
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12.0 Committee & Delegate Reports 
 

12.1 CFT 
 

12.2 NZC 
 

12.3 Ngai Tahu 
 

12.4 Conservation Board 
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13.0 Correspondence 
13.1 NZC to Otago 

13.1.1 Fish & Game Proposal for Pressure Sensitive Fisheries Management 
Regime 

Pressure Sensitive Fisheries Options Paper 
 
New Zealand F&G Council are seeking Otago Council feedback on the attached paper which 
was approved for consultation at its February 2022 meeting.  The deadline for our Councils 
response is the 1st July 2022 

NZC have provided the following information to set the scene: 

The options paper seeks to propose a national framework for managing pressure 
sensitive fisheries, which could be applied on an annual basis by regional Fish and 
Game Councils via the Anglers Notice or the Sports Fish Licences Fees and Forms 
Notice.  

We are seeking your feedback by the 1st of July 2022 to allow policy work to be 
completed and policy approval sought from the Minister of Conservation in time for 
the 2023/24 Anglers Notice and associated regulations. If you or your Council require 
clarification on any aspect of the paper or the proposed process, please contact Jack 
Kós.  

Alongside this, the NZC has established a working group of Crs. Grubb, Kroos, Koevoet 
Barnes, Phibbs, Coll & Harris to look at what options, if any, could be put in place in 
time for the 2022/23 season. The working group will touch base with your Councils in 
due course.  

Separate NZC ‘Designated Waters’ proposal 

The NZC is also consulting on a ‘Designated Waters’ proposal (also in this agenda) that would 
see a differential licence fee for Non Resident anglers.  It is assumed this was an outcome 
produced by the NZ Councils’ working group. Staff are not aware of how they arrived at the 
‘designated waters’ proposal, if any other options we considered or how this integrates into 
the PS Fisheries proposal.  

The topics are obviously very closely linked but by comparison, the PS fisheries options paper 
has been well researched over 3 years and considerable staff time has been spent developing 
the proposal to date.  The ‘designated waters’ fee structure has not been analysed and the 
objectives of the proposal – particularly how it solves negative user experiences on pressured 
waters - is unclear.  

The staff view is that the proposal has merit but it should be considered within the suite of 
changes that would be required to implement a broader pressure sensitive waters 
management system proposed for the 23/24 season.  My view is that use of pricing is a blunt 
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instrument to relieve pressure on angling waters, especially given that the majority of users 
come from a more affluent backgrounds where price is seldom a barrier to participation. 

Implementation for 2022/23 season? 

The Anglers Notice (and any changes) is being considered now and has to be with the 
Ministers office for adoption end of June.  New season licences go on sale mid August.  Despite 
the best intentions of NZC to have something ready for the coming season, the timeframe is 
simply too short and rushing the implementation of such a fundamental change to fisheries 
management shouldn’t be rushed into.  The timeframe for the wider PS fisheries proposal is 
for the 23/24 season which is considerably more realistic. 

For discussion and feedback 

Ian Hadland 
Chief Executive 
10 May 2022 
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13.2 Otago to NZC 
  13.2.1 Election Report from Elections NZ 
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13.3 General Correspondence In 
  nil 
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13.4 General Correspondence Out 
  13.4.1 Aukaha - Memorandum on the Lindis High Court Decision 
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  13.4.2 ORC - Memorandum on the Lindis High Court Decision 
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  13.4.3 Te Ao Marama - Memorandum on the Lindis High Court Decision 
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14.0 Items to be Received or Noted 
 14.1 Summary of Fishing Competitions for the 2021/22 Season 

 
Introduction 
 
Fishing competitions are approved annually in line with the Sports Fish and Game 
Management Plan (SFGMP) for the Otago Region and subject to conditions defined in the 
Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983. 
 
This report summarises competition activity for the 2021/22 work year (Project 1362 in the 
workplan) and provides details (appendix 1) of the larger commercial type competitions that 
are requested to pay a $40.00 administration fee and levies. 
 
 
Overview 
 
There was only one competition which attracted levies in the Otago region during the 
2021/22 season.  
 
Approval was given to a further three competitions that were cancelled due to COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 
These publicly notified events focus on family participation, and junior anglers are always well 
catered for with prizes and giveaways. 
 
Our approval conditions generally allow 1 fish of each species per contestant to be weighed 
and measured at each event.  Fish numbers presented to the weigh in can vary significantly 
between seasons mostly due to the weather conditions.  On Lakes Hawea and Wakatipu small 
salmon can be caught in abundance with many released. 
 
Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983 Section 57F Rental 
 
Where a Fish and Game Council approves a fishing competition under this Part and an 
entrance fee is charged by the holder, the holder shall be liable to pay to the Council a rental 
of $40, plus $5 for each participant aged 16 years or over and $2 for each participant aged 
under 16 years. 
 
With all the major competitions we have only been requesting 50% of the prescribed levy 
acknowledging that these competitions are community based, provide angling opportunities 
with family involvement, and that profits support local communities.  Levy income can vary 
depending on the grade of entries such as adults versus juniors.  
 
Levy income can be used to assist with the purchase of fishing equipment and merchandise 
to support events run by schools and TAKF programmes.   
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The table in Appendix 1. provides a full list of the major competitions and supporting 
information for the 2021/22 season noting that profits are derived from a range of sources 
including entry fees, donations, sponsorship, fundraising and BBQ’s. 
In house angling and hunting club competitions for club trophies feature regularly and some 
TAKF programmes incorporate a competition component.  We are aware of most events and 
in some cases provide financial assistance through our grants budget.  Staff attend 
competitions when they can, especially the major events, where the ongoing collection of 
fisheries information is important. 
 
Staff attended the only event this season, at Glenorchy, to undertake the measuring and 
weighing of fish. 
 
Collection of Fisheries Information  
 
Catch information is collected from major competitions and downloaded on a data base. We 
have a good range of fisheries information from Lakes Dunstan, Hawea and Wakatipu with 
over 30 years of data from the Glenorchy competition held annually at the head of Lake 
Wakatipu.  
 
Summary 
 
Fishing competitions provide a range of fishing opportunities and enjoyment for clubs, 
organisations, families, and individuals.  Major competitions that attract levies are well 
organised and support requirements under Otago’s SFGMP.  Staff attendance at events is 
always well received by organisers and the fisheries information collected is proving very 
useful for monitoring population trends and fishery health. 
 
Competitions early in a new season provide incentives for purchasing a new season licence.  
 
Many of the competition organisers have been in touch regarding events for this next season, 
so hopefully they will go ahead with the absence of COVID related restrictions. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
This report be received. 
 
 
Ben Sowry 
Fish and Game Officer 
April 2022 



P a g e  | 127 
 

 

Appendix 1.  Major fishing completions which attracted an application fee and levies for the 2021/22 season 

 
 

 

 

Date Event and 
duration (years) Organiser Lake No of 

entries 

Fish 
measured 

and 
weighed 

Application 
fee $40, 

and levies 
Distribution of Profits 

2nd October 
2021  

Glenorchy Fishing 
Competition (40) 

Glenorchy 
Playgroup Wakatipu 273 145 $527.00 

$9,394.79 income raised for the Glenorchy 
Playgroup. 
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14.2 Otago Region Mallard Monitoring Study, April 2022 
 

Introduction 

The Otago Fish and Game Council began mallard monitoring in 2015 as a pilot project and as 
part of nationwide population monitoring programme.  The Otago Region research and 
monitoring was setup to determine long term trends which are necessary to manage game 
birds sustainably.  Accurate information on population trends will allow Fish and Game 
managers to make informed decisions when setting game bird harvest regulations.  The 
intention in future will be to look at the relationship between the mallard monitoring results 
together with the Otago hunter harvest and effort estimates. 

This report is on the past seven years of the mallard monitoring study (2015 – 2022).  The 
monitoring wasn’t completed in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Methods 

The methods used for the mallard monitoring in Otago are largely based on methodology 
used by Southland Fish and Game.  The Otago site selection criteria and methodology for 
selecting the sampling units (ponds and transects) is attached in Appendix 1.  The mallard 
monitoring aerial survey methodology is attached in Appendix 2.  The original flight plan in 
2015 comprised of 46 ponds, seven 10 km river transects and ten 10 km cross country 
transects (Figure 1).  The flight was conducted on 07 April 2022.   



P a g e  | 129 
 

Otago Fish and Game Council Meeting 26th May 2022   
 

 

Figure 1. Otago Mallard Monitoring flight plan (2015) showing the original total of 46 ponds (yellow), seven 10km river transects (blue) and ten 
10km cross country transects (red) 
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Results 

All of the original 2015 flight plan was completed except for one river transect (Pomahaka 2), 
and 1 pond (5) both of which have been excluded from the monitoring indefinitely (Figure 1, 
Table 1).  An aerial hazard (wire) was identified on Pomahaka 2 river transect and it was 
dropped from subsequent monitoring for safety reasons.  Pond 5 has been excluded as it is 
an ephemeral pond which has always been dry when the surveys been completed. 

Over the past five years, a number of sampling units have not been completed.  Reasons for 
not completing all the counts have included. 

• The helicopter had to return to base to refuel 
• Some ponds were not correctly identified from the air and nearby ponds were counted 

instead (these have not been included in the results) 
• Sampling units were missed (from the flight plan or during the count) and these 

oversights were only realised after the counts were complete  

Table 1. The number of mallard monitoring counts completed 2015 - 2021 

 No. of ponds 
counted (*46) 

No. of river transects 
counted (*7) 

No. of cross-country 
transects counted (*10) 

2015 41 6 8 
2016 44 6 10 
2017 
2018 
2019 
2020 
2021 
2022 

45 
44 
45 
NC 
45 
45 

6 
6 
6 
NC 
6 
6 

9 
10 
10 
NC 
10 
10 

* Denotes the original number of sites selected 

The number of mallards counted for each of the survey sampling units is shown in the sub-
totals for 2015 - 2022 (Table 2).  A total of 10,312 mallards were counted in 2022 (Table 2). 
There were a number of variables that have changed between the 2015 and 2022 surveys. 
These changes include;  

• A different helicopter pilot in 2016 
• A different and Fish and Game observer in 2015 
• A different number of counts completed over all years 
• A different amount of time surveying (flying hours) 
• Different cameras for taking photos during the counts  
• A Robinson R22 helicopter from 2015 – 2019, a Guimbal Cabri G2 helicopter in 2021, 

2022 
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Table 2: Otago mallard duck monitoring results showing the separate strata (ponds, river 
and cross-country transects) and total counts for 2015 - 2021 (NC = no count)  

Pond No. 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 
1 2 0 30 134 21 55 11 
2 0 0 3 21 2 0 0 
3 32 148 71 21 98 248 439 
4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
5 0 NC NC NC NC NC NC 
6 0 157 30 55 52 88 30 
7 0 0 1 0 0 8 3 
8 44 239 43 230 85 151 214 
9 71 77 242 23 14 27 11 

10 17 0 33 8 0 0 4 
11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
12 13 40 24 13 21 61 49 
13 3 0 13 9 0 3 3 
14 56 67 14 43 5 0 0 
15 22 51 10 32 42 14 19 
16 16 81 49 11 105 104 167 
17 0 4 0 NC 0 0 0 
18 13 0 9 0 0 2 10 
19 35 20 111 4 0 100 151 
20 2 0 5 11 13 74 3 
21 0 6 12 0 0 6 8 
22 430 379 6 8 13 9 937 
23 2 0 83 16 40 7 71 
24 12 3 4 5 30 4 41 
25 62 0 116 6 14 420 121 
26 11 0 12 6 6 4 21 
27 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
28 77 142 84 8 30 0 0 
29 0 6 84 29 17 55 0 
30 9 8 2 1 0 8 17 
31 0 NC 0 0 11 0 0 
32 0 0 0 7 10 5 0 
33 26 6 5 8 39 19 90 
34 2 0 35 0 0 0 0 
35 0 13 0 0 10 0 0 
36 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 
37 3 11 28 48 0 7 0 
38 6 38 31 0 20 61 4 
39 40 10 2 0 0 37 5 
40 NC 284 135 100 97 118 267 
41 NC 45 177 0 5 125 1 
42 61 61 76 65 61 241 17 
43 0 20 0 59 49 0 3 
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44 NC 35 0 0 0 0 0 
45 NC 0 0 0 0 3 0 
46 21 40 4 25 5 30 0 

Sub-total 
Ponds 1104 1991 1574 1006 915 2094 

 
2717 

        
River 

Transect 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 

Taieri 
transect  1560 1408 

 
662 

 
981 

 
1312 

 
1216 

 
1008 

Clutha 1 
transect 610 639 

 
912 

 
126 

 
174 

 
321 

 
1044 

Clutha 2 
transect 225 63 

 
174 

 
69 

 
281 

 
443 

 
874 

Clutha 3 
transect 47 10 

 
128 

 
42 

 
86 

 
85 

 
171 

Pomahaka 
1 transect 683 736 

 
 

570 

 
 

376 

 
 

536 

 
 

538 

 
 

2454 

Pomahaka 
2 transect 39 NC 

 
 

NC 

 
 

NC 

 
 

NC 

 
 

NC 

 
 

NC 

Pomahaka 
3 transect NC 97 

 
 

364 

 
 

63 

 
 

222 

 
 

407 

 
 

349 
Sub-total 

River 
Transects 

3164 2953      2810 1657 
 

2611 
 

 
3010 

 
5900 

        
Cross 

Country 
Transect 

2015 2016 
 

2017 
 

2018 
 

2019 
 

2021 
 

2022 

Transect 1 101 48 
 

NC 
 

90 
 

71 
 

30 
 

159 

Transect 2 182 26 
 

656 
 

95 
 

189 
 

141 
 

225 

Transect 3 58 119 
 

417 
 

66 
 

94 
 

96 
 

345 

Transect 4 3 0 
 

42 
 

22 
 

857 
 

30 
 

53 

Transect 5 595 116 
 

37 
 

48 
 

87 
 

53 
 

686 

Transect 6 27 0 
 

22 
 

38 
 

117 
 

75 
 

115 

Transect 7 6 0 
 

60 
 

67 
 

10 
 

11 
 

50 
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Transect 8 

 
NC 

 
26 

 
112 

 
41 

 
16 

 
91 

 
36 

Transect 9 25 0 
 

108 
 

0 
 

24 
 

2 
 

8 
Transect 

10 NC 0 
 

5 
 

4 
 

0 
 

0 
 

18 
Sub-total 

Cross 
Country 

Transects 

997 335 1459 
 

471 
 

1465 529 1695 

        
TOTAL 5265 5279 5843 3134 4991 5633 10312 
Total 

flying time 
(Hours) 

4.8 5.4 6.2 5.5 
 

5.0 
 

 
5.0 

 
5.1 

 

Discussion 

A total of 10312 mallard ducks were counted in 2022 which is a 105% increase from the 
average over all years and up by 83% from the last count in 2021.  MacKenzie (2018) states 
that it is difficult to determine how changes in number of mallards counted in each type of 
surveys correspond to each other and has cautioned how they should be interpreted.  This 
figure in itself is not a reliable metric of changes to the mallard population in the survey region 
(MacKenzie, 2018).  Annual variability in where ducks are concentrated ie what fraction of 
mallard population is being sampled in pond, river and cross country transect could be 
different.  

The south Otago region was very dry when the counts were completed and many of the ponds 
were dry or had very little water in them.  This led to the highest equal number of the ponds 
having “0” counts (n=17) since monitoring began.  Over the seven years of monitoring 
between 11 and 17 ponds have recorded a “0” count.  Of the 46 original ponds selected three 
ponds have never had a single mallard counted on them.  This highlights that pond habitat 
changes over time and that some ponds hold more mallards some years than others.  The 
survey revealed some ponds were being fed prior to the opening day.  This is particularly 
obvious for Pond 22 which is near Ashley Downs.  The dry conditions led to mallard 
populations being largely clumped in the environment rather than spread throughout the 
area.  Rivers were low and clear and large rafts of mallards were observed on some sections.  
It should be noted that river transects are much easier to count when the river conditions are 
low as they were in the 2022 counts.  When the mallards are observed in higher numbers in 
the different strata (ponds, river, cross country) it is very easy to undercount as most of the 
birds have to be counted back in the office from photographs. 

One of the main considerations for all future mallard monitoring is to reduce the number of 
independent variables.  Efforts have been made to use the same observer, same helicopter 
and pilot, complete the original flight plan and count the same number of sampling units.  The 
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helicopter company contracted to complete the counts (Otago Helicopters Ltd) had recently 
disposed of the Robinson R22 helicopter used since 2015 to conduct the count and instead a 
Gabri G2 has been used in the 2021 and 2022 counts.  Southland use the same helicopter and 
there was very little noticeable difference between the two types of helicopter.  Comments 
and recommendations from MacKenzie (2016 and 2018) have been noted and these 
improvements to the monitoring will be incorporated where possible to improve the overall 
mallard monitoring study. 

After seven years of mallard monitoring there has been quite low variability in the mallard 
populations from year to year.  The total numbers have been surprisingly similar except for 
2018 and now 2022.  The relationship between the mallard survey results and the annual 
hunter harvest for Otago has not been investigated in any detail.  The autumn mallard 
population monitoring is conducted after the regulations have been set.  All of these factors 
need to be considered when looking at the bigger picture of how the information collected 
during the mallard monitoring is to be used within the management process including setting 
the Game Season regulations (MacKenzie, 2018). 

Recommendation 

That this report be received 
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Appendix 1 

 
Otago Mallard Monitoring Selection Methodology 

Otago Fish and Game established mallard monitoring sites and completed a pilot monitoring 
study in 2015.  The methodology for selecting the 46 ponds, seven 10km river transects and 
10 10km cross-country transects was completed by Southland staff. The monitoring was 
conducted by Otago staff. 

Monitoring Area Selection Criteria 

Habitat characteristics; 

• All land in South Otago was considered. 
• Areas more than 200m above sea level were excluded to avoid surveying in hill-

country which tends to be less favourable waterfowl habitat. 
• Densely forested areas were also excluded due to the lack of duck habitat. 
• Google earth maps were used for identifying the location of ponds, river and cross-

country transects. 

Pond selection criteria; 

• All ponds >20m in diameter were identified and recorded in an Excel spreadsheet. 
• From the identified ponds 46 “good” ponds were randomly selected.  
• Ponds were deemed unsuitable for a variety of reasons, but generally because they 

were too close to buildings, were near places of common human activity, such as 
beside tracks or other structures, or they had been modified and did not meet the 
original size criteria, e.g. had been fully or partially drained.  

• For the 80 or so unsuitable ponds, the next closest ponds that did meet the size and 
isolation criteria were used instead.  

• On-going replacement of ponds will be necessary if surveyed ponds become 
unsuitable, which will be assessed annually. 

• Ponds in excess of 20ha were also excluded because they are too difficult to count 
accurately and prone to annual variations in the distribution of birds. 

River transect selection criteria; 

• The upper limit of the transect count was based on known mallard habitat within the 
survey area; 

• The total km of the river was calculated and 1 km potential start points were assigned 
• Random numbers were chosen which was the distance from the sea (km) for the 

downstream start point for the 10km transect.  
• Up to five transects were selected within the total distance of the river to be surveyed. 
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• To ensure transects did not overlap, start points were randomly selected until five 10 
km non-overlapping transects were selected.  

Cross- country transect selection criteria; 

• Ten 10km cross-country transects were selected. 
• The start points chosen were randomly selected ponds (as described above) where 

there was a minimum distance of 10 km between that point and the next randomly 
selected pond.  

• This enabled the completion of a transect while flying to the next pond location, 
thereby minimising flight-time.  
 

Appendix 2 

Otago Mallard Monitoring Aerial Survey Methodology 

General 

•  Counts are undertaken annually between April 07 and 18. 
• An Otago Helicopters Robinson Class 22 or Gabri G2 is used for the survey. 
• The pilot provided assistance in locating the sampling unit (pond or transect) with GPS 

and looking for birds where safety was not compromised. 
• The shortest route between ponds and transects is flown. 
• The weather was fine and wind < 12 knots.  
• The survey was undertaken between 0900 and 1700 hours.  
• Species other than mallards, particularly geese, paradise shelduck, grey teal, scaup 

and shoveler were identified and excluded from the count.  
• The helicopter was positioned to enable the clearest view of the survey area.  
• If birds were see under trees or scrub the count was done when these had emerged.  
• The helicopter could be positioned so that birds slowly came out from cover without 

making them fly off. 
• When birds did fly off an estimate of the number departing was made and added to 

the total count. 
• Groups of more than about 30 birds were photographed and the birds were counted 

on the computer using Microsoft paint. The paintbrush application allowed the user 
to count individual mallard ducks on the image which ensured that no mallards were 
double counted.  

Ponds 

• If there were < 30 birds on the pond they were counted manually otherwise they were 
photographed.  
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• The helicopter flew at a height so that the mallard ducks did not fly off from the pond 
but could be clearly counted or photographed.  

River transects 

• Main river backwaters were not surveyed if they were more than about 100m from 
the main channel, otherwise they were and included as part of the river transect.  

• For the river transect the helicopter slowed to a hover over or adjacent to the willow 
lined sections so that the ducks would swim out to become visible to observers and 
then easily counted.  

Cross country transects 

• Mallards were counted within 100m either side of the helicopter as it flew along the 
transect. 

• This gave a fixed width of no more than about 200m from the line of the survey. 
• The helicopter flew at an approximate fixed height so that birds could be easily seen 

and identified as mallards.  
• Generally the transect was undertaken at a fixed cruising speed but if an accumulation 

of mallards was found, e.g. a pond was on the transect line, the helicopter was slowed 
so the birds could be accurately counted.  

• Birds were not generally encountered unless there was a water feature present.  
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